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OUTLINES OF GEOGRAPHY. 




Shape and Size of the Earth. 

Geography is a deecriptioD^ of the Esrth. 

The Earth is round like a ball. 

The diameter of the earth, or its measure through 
the middle, is 7,912 miles; its circumference, or 
measure round, is 24,856 miles. 

The surface‘s of the earth contains about 197 millions 
of square miles. 


Motions of the Earth. 

The earth floats in the sky like the moon. It does not 
rest on anything. It has three motions : 

1. The earth turns round once 24 hours, which 
cause%day and night. ^ 

2. The earth goes round the sun in about 3§5 days 
and 6 hours, which forms our year. 

3. The earth moves through space along witti ttie sun. 


The Solar" System. 

The. Sun is about 12i lakhs of times larger than the 
eai'th. .mfiftnjjjdist^niiie^i^^ the sun 

.plfliPatFi ars • 

The principal planets are Mer'cury (Budha), Ve'nus 
(Sukra^, the Earth, Mars (Mangala), Ju'piter (Bri* 
haspati), Sat'urn (8ani), U'ranus, and Nep'tune. 

l Accomit' of * 2 Outside. 3 Belouginpr to tlie sun. 4 Middle, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


, DEF[NrnONs^ of Artificial^ Geographical Lines.* 

To show the position of places, a number of lines are 
supposed to have been drawn on the earth’s surface. 

Th e AxiS^ of the earth is a supposed line, passing 
throng its centre, on which it seems to turn. The North 
and South Poles'^ are the ends of the earth’s axis. 

The Eaua tor^ is a line supposed to be drawn round 
the eartnmiSway between the Poles. 

EatitUCle^ is the distance of a place north or south 
f r or . 



Merid ians^ are lines supposed to be drawn round llie 
earth througliTh e poles . 

Longitude® is the distance of any place east or west 
from a given meridian. 

The Five Zones.'*^ 

Some countries are hot ; others are cold. The earth is 
divided into five Zones, or belts, according to temperature.^” 



* This is a difficult lesson, but tbe pupils may easily be made to under' 
stand it, if the teacher will explain the lines on a globe before the definitions 
are committed to memory. ' 

- 1 Explanations. 2 Made by art j supposed. 3 Like the axle of a wheel. 4 That 
^n which anything turns. 6 From a word meaning to make equal. 6 Breadth, 
7 Prom a word meaning, mid*dav lines. 8 Length. 9 Prom a word meaning a 
girdle. Each zone is like a girdle round the globe. 10 Degree of heat and cold. 



DEFINITIONS. 


The hottest part of the earth is called the Torrid* Zone» 
in which the sun is at some part of the year exactly over- 
head. The Torrid Zone lies on both sides of the equator. 
Its northern limit is called the Tropic Of Cancer j its 
southern, the Tropic Of Capricorn, each being about 1 
23 1 degrees from the equator. 

The coldest parts of the earth, called the Frigid* { 
Zones, lie around the Poles. The North Frigid Zone is 
bounded by the Arctic^ (ark-tik) Circle, about 234 
degrees from the North Pole ; the South Frigid Zone by; 
the Antarctic* Circle, at the same distance from the 
South Pole. 

Parts of the earth which are neither very hot nor very 
cold are said to be temperate J* The North and South J 
Temperate Zones He between the Tropics and the 
Polar Circles. 


Natural Divisions of Land.* 

The surface of the earth is divided into Land and Water, 
about one-fourth being land, and three-fourths water. 


CONTINENT 



y A Continent* is very large portion of land. 

The various terms should be explained before they are committed to 
meuiory. If possible, they should be illustrated by examples in the neigh- 
bourhood. JLiittle capes and bays may be shown in a tank. Some sand on 
a board may be moulded into islands, &c. 

1 Hot. 2 Gold. 3 Prom a word meaning a bear. There is a cluster of 
stars in the North called the Great Bear; hence Arctic also means 
northern. 4 Antif opposite. Opposite to the Arctic or southern. 5 Properly 
mixed. 6 Land held together, and not separated by water. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


A Country is a smaller divisioD of a continent. 

An Island^ is a portion of land entirely snrrotinded 
by water. 

A Peninsula* is a portion of land almost surrounded 
by water. 

An Isthmus^ is a narrow neck of land joining two 
larger portions. 

A Cape* is a portion of land stretching into the sea. 

A Mountalp. is land which rises much higher than 
a^^^ A Hill does not rise so high as a 
Mountain. A Volca'no^is a burning mountain. 

A Plain is flat land which is very little raised. 

A CoastMs the land next the sea. 

Divisions of Water. 

An Ocean is a very large portion of salt water. 

A Sea is a portion of salt water smaller than an ocean. 

A Lake is a body of water altogether surrounded by 
land, 

A Gulf ^ is a portion of water almost surrounded by 
land.”' 

A ^ay or is a bend of the sea into the land. 

A Strait or Sound is a narrow passage of watei 
connecting two seaff^''*^ 

A River is a stream of fresh water. 

A Map is a drawing of the earth or of a part of it. 
The top of a map is North, the bottom South, the right 
band East, and the left hand West. 

Great Divisions of Land and Water. 

The surface of the globe is divided into two great por- 
tions, called the Eastern and Western Hemispheres-^ 

There are six great divisions of land, namely Asia, 
Europe, Africa, North America, South America, and 
Oceania (o-she-a'-ni-a). 

Oceania consists of the great Island of Australia,^ and a 
number of smaller islands scattered over the Paciflc Ocean. 

1 The word in old English means, waUr-lani. 2 Almost an island. 
9 Neck. 4 Head. 5 From Vulcan^ the Roman god of fire. 6 A rib; the 
aide. The breast, a fold. 8 Half a globe. 9 The South. 
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There are about 52 millions of square miles of land ; of 
which Asia contains 16 millions; Europe, 4 millions; 
Africa, 12 millions; North America, 9 millions; South 
America, 7 millions ; and Oceania, 4 millions. 

The waters which surround the earth are divided 
into five great portions, called the P8tCifiC>^ Indian, 
Atlantic,* Arctic, and Antarctic Oceans. Their 
total area is about 145 millions of square miles. 

Climate, etc. 

Climate is the state of a place with regard to heat, 
rain, 

Thb:: Atmosphere'. — The air which surrounds the earth 
is called the Atmosphere. 

Temperature. — Th e, temperature of a place depenjjg 
^iefly 

Rainpal l . — T ][ ie heat of t]i e*^un dya ws upjnost jwji>ter 
in the To rrid Zone, a^ there the rainfalT is greyest 
lollows"'tE e. suii ;"1n the Temperate”" ^ones, rain falls at 
all seasons; in the Frigid Zones, snow takes the place 
of rain. 


Distribution of Minerals and Plants. 

MinAials. — Iron is found in every quarter of the globe *, 
copper and lead are the metals next in abundance. Tin j^s 
found chiefly in Eiyope and Asi a ; silver in America ; gold in 
America and Australia Saif and coal are widely diffused. 

Plants. — The Torrid Zone produces the finest spices 
and the largest trees. Some of the principal plants are 
rice, millet, maize, yams, plantains, palms, pepper, coffee, 
tea, sugar-cane, cotton, the bamboo, banyan and teak. 

The Temperate Zones produce wheat, oats, rye, 
olives, oranges, vines, the oak, pine, &c. 

In the Frigid Zones grain will not grow, but there are 
mosses and lichens* (li'-kens) , 

1 The name means peaceftd. It was so called because it was thought to be 
free from violent storms. 2 From Atlan^ in Western Africa, the shores of which 
this ocean washes. 3 Meaning; a ball of air. 4 Small flat plants growing on 
stones, &c. 
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Distribution of Animals. 

The largest, the fiercest, and the most beautiful ani- 
mals are found in the Torrid Zone, as the elephant, 
rhinoe'eros/ lion, tiger, crocodile, cobra, parrot, humming- 
bird, &c. 

In the Temperate Zones the principal animals are 
horses, cattle, sheep, and goats. 

In the Frigid Zones there are no horses or cattle, but 
dogs and reindeer are very useful. 


Population® of the Earth. 

The population of the earth is estimated at 1,480 
millions. Asia contains about 800 millions ; Europe, 360 
millions; Africa, 160 millions ; America, 120 millions; 
and Oceania, 40 millions. 

All men are descended from the same first parents, 
Adam and Eve. The differences between nations have 
been produced by different climates and modes of life. 

JMfin Are di vid^edUirTtQ_.thi^ varieties , the C an- 

ca/sian, or Indo-European, MoiigoirafiT^h^^ 

Baces. ' - - ^ 


State of Society, etc. 

State of Society. — Nations may be divided into five 
classes, according to the degree of civilization'^ that exists 
among them, viz., the Savage, the Pastoral,* the Half- 
civilized, the Civilized, and the Enliglitened. 

Governments.— Monarchies* and Bepuhlics^ are 
the two principal forms of Government. 

Religions,— Buddhism prevailsin Eastern Asia ; Hin- 
duism is confined to India; Muhammadanism is the 
prevailing religion in Western Asia and Northern Africa ; 
Negroes are much given to Christianity 

is professed by the enlightened nations of Europe and 
America, and is spreading throughout the earth. u 


1 An animal with a horn on its nose. 2 Number of people. 8 Advancement 
in learnin^f, the arts, Ac. 4 Belonpinpr to shepherds. 6 Government by one 
person . et^avemn^en t by Persons chosen b v the people, 7 A felt ch, or fefuh , 
denotes an Object siippos^o^i^ OTltie ' VUWBf. “ — ^ j ^ 
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ASIA. 

General View. 

Boundaries. — Asia is bounded on the north by the Arctic 
Ocean; on the east by the Pacific; on the south by the Indian 
Ocean ; and on the west by the Red Sea, the Mediterra'- 
nean, the Black Sea, and Europe. 

Extent. — Asia contains about Ifi millions of square miles 

Divisions. — The principal countries of Asia are : — 

In the north, Asiatic Russia. 

In the east, Chi'na and Japan'. 

In the south, Anam, Siam', Burma, and Ini>ia. 

In the west, Ara'hia and Turkey. 

In the centre, Per'sta, Afchanistan, Baluchistan, 
and Turk! STAN. 

Seas and Gulps. — On the north-west, the Black Sea. 
the Seaof Mar'mora, and the Mediterranean^; on the 
south, the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Persian 
Gulf aud the Bay of Bengal, connected with the Indian 
Ocean ; on the east, the China Sea, the Yellow Sea, the 
Sea of Japan, the Sea of Okhotsk', the Sea of 
Kamtchatka (Kam-chaP-ka) or Be'hring Sea, arms 
of the Pacific Ocean. 

Straits.— The Strait of Bab-el-man'deb, at the 
entranee to theRed Sea ; Strait of Or'muz. at the entrance 
to the Persian Gulf ; Palk Strait, between India and 
Ceylon ; Strait of Malac'ca, between Malacca and 
Sumatra ; Strait of Core'a, joining the Yellow Sea and 
Sea of Japan; Be'hring Strait, between Asia and America. 

Islands. — On the east, Saghallen and the Japan 
Islands; off the coast of China, Formo'saand Hainan' 
(hi-nan'); south of India, Ceylon'; in the Mediterranean, 
Cy'prus. 

Capes. — ‘The most northerly point of Asia is Cape 
Chelyuskin, 2 in Siberia ; the most easterly^ East Cape, 
at Behring Strait ; the most southerly^ Cape Roma'nla, 
in Malaria ; the most westerly^ Cape Ba'ba, in Asia Minor. 
Cape Com'orin forms the southern point of India. 

1 The middle of the earth. Supposed to l)e in the middle of the earth, 

2 So named after its Russian discoverer. 
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Peninsulas. — In the west, Asia Mi'nor, between the 
Black Sea and the Mediterranean ; in the south, Arabia, 
India, and Indo-Ohina; in the east, Corea and 
Kamtcbatka. 

Su R FACE . — b ern Asia forms a vas t pla>it> ; Midd le 
Asia consists chieSy^'^of^ mountains ana ; 

SoutH§rn Asia," chiefly of pemnsolas. Asia contains the 
highest and the lowest known land on the face of the globe. 

Mountain>s. — The Himalaya' Mountains, the loftiest 
in the world, form the southern boundary of the central 
table-land. The highest peaks are about 5| miles in 
height. The Altai (al-ti) (Golden) Mountains, form the 
northern border. A great central chain of mountains 
traverses Asia, from west to east, bearing different names 
in different countries. 

The Cau'easus Range stretches between the Caspian 
and Black Seas. The Ural Mountains, a low range, 
form part of the boundary between Asia and Europe. 

Rivers. — On the north slope^ the Irtish and O'bi, the 
Yenisei (yen-issay'-e) and the Le'na, fall into the Arctic 
Ocean, 

On the east slope the Amur', the Yangtsekiang, and 
the Hoang-ho,^ or Yellow River, fall into the Pacific. 

On the aoiUh slopes the Mekong, 2 or Oambo'dia, falls 
into the China Sea ; the Irawadi, the Brahmaputra 
and the Ganges, fall into the Bay of Bengal ; the Indus 
flows into the Arabian Sea ; the Euphrates (yu-fra'-tes) 
and Tigris pour their united waters into the Persian 
Gulf. 

Inland, the Syr Daria, 2 or Jaxar'tes, and the Amu 
Daria, or Oxus, fall into Sea of Aral. 

The Yang-tse, with a course of about 3,300 miles, more 
than twice the length of the Ganges, is the longest river 
in Asia ; but the Obi has the largest basin. 

Lakes. — The Caspian Sea, about twice the size of 
Bengal, is the largest salt-water lake on the globe. The 
Sea of Aral, 3 east of the Caspian, is rather larger than 
Ceylon. There are several other salt lakes. Lake Baikal' 

1 Abode of snow. 2 Kimig^ ho^ and daria^ all mean river. 3 Sea of 
islands. The sea is shallow with many islands. 4 Great Lake. 
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(bi-kal), in the south of Siberia, about half the size of 
the Sea of Aral, is the largest fresh- water lake in Asia. 

Climate. — T he southern parts of Asia are hot ; the 
central are hot in summer and cold in winter ; the northern 
are very cold. 

Minerals. — Asia is rich in metals and in precious 
stones. 

Vegetables. — Rice and millet are extensively cultivated 
in southern countries ; wheat, barley, and oats are grown 
in those farther north. The southern parts of Asia are 
famed for their spices ; tea grows in China, Japan, India, 
and Ceylon ; coffee, in C^lon, India, and Arabia. Cotton 
and indigo are raised in India ; palms and the sugar-cane 
grow in the warmer parts ; near the Arctic Ocean there 
are only mosses and lichens. # 

Animaj.s. — A sia is remarkable for the number and 
variety of its animals. The elephant, rhinoceros, lion, 
tiger, with beautiful birds, and numerous kinds of snakes, 
are found in various parts. 

Peoim.e. — The population of Asia is estimated at SCO 
millions, — nearly half the people of the globe. 

The^nations of Western Asia and India belong to the 
Caucasian race ; those of Malaya and the adjacent islands, 
to the Malayan race ; the Chinese and the inhabitants of 
Central and Northern Asia are Mongolians. 

The people are remarkable for their adherence^ to 
ancient customs.^ In many cases, they dress, live, and act, 
as they did thousands of years ago. 

The native governments of Asiatic countries are all 
very despotic.* There are several tribes and chiefs, that 
live by plunder. 

Religions, — All the great religions of the world origin- 
ated in •Asia. After the knowledge of the one true God 
was forgotten, Demonolatry, or the worship of evil 


1 Clinging to. 2 Acting according to tbeir own will. 
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spirits, prevailed at an early period over a great part of 
the continent. 

Hinduism is the religion of most of the inhabitants of 
India. It acknowledges ^3 crores of gods, of which Vishnu, 
Siva, and Kali, or Durga, have most worshippers. 

Buddhism, in various forms, prevails in the Indo- 
Chinese Peninsula, in China, and Central Asia. 

Muhammadanism is the religion of most of the 
nations of Western Asia. 

Christianity is professed by several millions in 
Turkey, and is spreading in different parts of Asia. 

INDIA. 

Boundaries. — India forms the central peninsula of 
Southern Asia. It is bounded on the north by the 
Himalaya Mountains ; on the east by Burma and the Bay 
of Bengal ; on the south by the Indian Ocean ; and on the 
west by the Arabian Seat Baluchistan, and Afghanistan. 

Size. — The extreme length of India, from north to south, 
and its greatest breadth, from east to west, are both about 
1,800 miles. The entire area is about a million and a half 
Square miles. 

Burma, to the eastward, contains nearly three lakhs 
of square miles. Although now a provi'nce of the British 
Indian Empire, it will be described under the, Indo- 
Chinese Peninsula, to which it properly belongs. 

Natural Divisions. — The principal natural divisions are 
the Himalaya Mountain Region, the Basin^ of the 
G-anges, the Biisin of the Indus, and the Deccan. 

Islands. — The Laccadives are low coral islands, about 
150 miles west from the coast of Malabar, 

The An'damans and Nic'ohars are groups in the Bay 
of Bengal, south of Cape Negrais. 

Coasts. — The surf -beaten^ coast, nearly 4,000 miles in 
length, has few inlets.'^ The largest are the Gulfs Of 
Cambay and Cutch, both on the western side. The 
Gulf Of Mannar', Paumben Passage, and Falk 
Strait, separate India and Ceylon. 

l The land drained hy a river. 2, A lakh of islands. U Beaten by the waves. 
4 Small bays. 
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Capes. — Cape Com'orin, the most southerly point of] 
the peninsula. Point Calimere, opposite North Ceylon. 

Mountains. — The Himalaya^ Mountains, in the 
north, are the loftiest range in the world. The highest 
peak yeh discovered is Mount Everest, 29,002 feet above 
the level of the sea. 

T h e Sul ai m an Rangers epara tesin di af rom A f ghan i s t an . 

The Aravalli Hills lie between the basins of the Indus 
and the Ganges. 

The Vindhya Mountains run in an easterly direction 
from the Gulf of Cambay, forming the northern boundary 
of the valley of the Narbada. 

The Satpura Range lies between the Narbada and the 
Tapti. 

The Western Ghats form the western boundary, and 
the Eastern Ghats, the eastern boundary of the table- 
land of the Deccan. A continuation of the Western Ghats 
exiends to Cape Comorin. 

Table-Lands. — There are two principal table-lands, 
each triangular^ in shape. The Plateau^ Of the Deccan^ 
the larger, is enclosed by the Ghats, and slopes towards 
the east. The Plateau of Malwa? bounded on the south 
by the Vindhya Range, slopes towards the north. 

Plains. — The Plain of the Ganges, the largest and 
richest in India, slopes to the south-east ; the sandy Plain 
Of thfi^' Indus, in the west, slopes southwards ; the Eastern 
Maritime* Plain is a broad belt lying along the east 
coast of the Peninsula ; the Western Maritime Plain 
is a narrow strip along the West Coast. 

Rivers, — India, north of the Vindhya Mountains, is 
drained chiefly by three large rivers, the Brahmaputra, 
the Ganges, and the Indus, which all rise near each other 
in the Himalayas. 

The Brahmaputra rises on the northern side of the 
Himalayas, and joining the eastern mouth of the Ganges, 
falls into the Bay of Bengal. 

The Ganges rises on die southern slopes of the Hima- 
laya Mountains, and, after a course of 1,560 miles, enters 
the Bay of Bengal. 

1 Row. 2 Having three corners. -S Plateau (pla-to'), table-land; high flat 
laud. -1 Bordering on the sea. 
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The principal tributaries^ of the Ganges are the Jumna 
.and Gogra from the Himalaya Mountains, and the Sone 
from the Vindhya Range. 

The Indus* the longest river in India, rises on the 
northern side of the Himalaya Mountains, and falls into the 
Arabian Sea. Five rivers which water the Punjab, called 
the Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej* enter 
the Indus by one channel, called the Panjnad.2 The 
Ka'bul River is the principal tributary on the west. 

The Luni drains the western slopes of the Aravalli Hills 
and enters the Arabian Sea by the Runn of Cutoh, 

The Narbada and Taptl flow westward into the Gulf 
of Cambay. 

The Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna, and the 
to Cauvery fall into the Bay ©f Bengal. 

ClJMATE AND PRODUCTIONS. 

Cli mate. — About one-^alf of Indi a lies within the Torrid 
,^.ane. The climate, except in elevated districts, is hot. 
The three principal seasons are the cold, the hot, and the 
wet. 

The valley of the Brahmaputra, the southern slopes 
of the Himalayas, and the West Coast of the Peninsula, 
receive most rain. Very little rain falls to the west of 
^ the Aravalli Hills. ^ 

The Monsoons^ or periodicaP^ winds which alternately * 
blow from t,he .aoBAb-west greatly in- 

fluence the climate'’bf Iiidia. The South-West monsoon 
lasts from May till September ; the North-East, from 
October till March. 

The Western Coast receives most rain from the South- 
West Monsoon, and the Eastern Coast during the North- 
East Monsoon. 

Minerals. — Iron is plentiful ; coal is found in Bengal 
and Central India ; rock-salt is obtained in the Punjab ; 
saltpetre^ is produced in considerable quantities. India 
has long been famous for its diamonds. # 

Soil. — The valley of the Ganges has a very fertile soil; 

1 Rivers flowing into larger ones. 2 Five rivers. 8 Happening at flaced times. 

4 By turns, 5 A kind of salt, used in making gunpowder. 
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some tracts have a rich black mould*, but a reddish soil is 
more general. The Coromandel Coast and the districts 
west of the Aravalli Hills are sandy. 

Vegetable Productions. — Rice is largely cultivated in 
Bengal and along the coast ; ragi, bajra, and jawari are 
raised in the central districts ; wheat is grown in the 
north. Sugar-cane, spices, tobacco, plantains, mangoes, 
and other fruits, grow in abundance, i^pttom opiuiii. jute, 
and indigo a re valuabl e expprt s. Tea and coffee are raised 
in some panTs of the country. The forests yield useful 
timber. 

Animals. — Sheep, goats, cattle, buffaloes, dogs, horses, 
and camels, are the principal domestic animals. Elephants, 
tigers, cheetahs, bears, and varions species of monkeys 
and deer, are numerous in the forests ; the rhinoceros is 
found in the east. 

The adjutant crane is common in Bengal ; kites and 
birds of brilliant plumage are found in great numbers. 

Snakes are plentiful, and a few of them, as the cobra, are 
very poisonous. Crocodiles abound in many of the rivers. 

Silkw orms are reared in Ben gal ; ants, fireflies, and 
musquitoes, are found^eveiy^w in swarms. 

People. 

PoppLATiON, — The population of the Indian Empire ii 
1891 was 287 millions. 

India is peopled by several nations, differing widely 
in appearance, language, and customs. 

Races. — The earliest inhabitants of India are supposed 
to have been rude tribes, that entered the country from 
the north-east. 

The Dravidians entered India from the north-west 
and spread over the south of the Peninsula. They were 
followed by other Scythian^ (sith'-i-an) tribes, w’^ho occu- 
pied North-India. 

Aryan cobnists^ entered India from the north-west, 
and though they settled chiefly in Hindustan, some of 
them were scattered over the whole country. 

1 Rich earth or soil. 2 Scythia included the north-west of Asia and part 
of Europe. 3 Col'-on-ists, Persons who come to live in a country. 
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The north-eastern frontier^ districts are peopled by 
IndO-Cliines© tribes, with flat faces, like the Chinese. 

The Muhammadan invasions^ brought a number of 
Arabs, Persians, and Afghans into India, whose descend- 
ants are found in various parts. 

The Parsis, numerous on the Western Coast, came 
originally from Persia, 

European descendants are found in many of the 

towns. 


Langcac.es. 


About one hundred languages and dialects are spoken 
in India, of which the three principal divisions are the 
Sanskritic, Dravidian,^ and Burmese Classes. 

The Aryan settlers introduced the Sanskrit language, 
from which, mingled with the languages of the original 
inhabitants, the Bengali, Uriya, Hindi, Punjabi, 
Marathi, G-ujarati, and Sindi, have been derived. 

Hindustani, or Urdu, is a Sanskritic language, but 
contains a number of Arabic and Persian words. 

The Dra VIDIAN languages are spoken chiefly in the 
Madras Presidency. The principal are Tamil, Mala- 
yalam, Canarese, Telugu, and aondi. 

Languages of the Burmese Class are spoken along the 
north-eastern frontier. , 

The English language is now studied in many parts 
of India, and is taking the place formerly occupied by the 
Sanskrit. 


Character, Commerce, etc. 

Character, etc. — The Hindus are polite, temperate, and 
kind to their families. They are wanting in moml courage, 
and are too fond of going to law. Many are kept poor by 
squandering* money on marriage expenses. 

Women are generally kept in ignorance, but a desire 
for female education is now spreading among the more 
intelligent of the people. 

1 Border. 2 Coming into a country to attack it. 3 Dravidian, belonging 
to South India. 4 Wasting, 
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The Hindus are so split up by caste, that they cannot 
unite to form a great nation. The Brotherhood of man” 
is now beginning to be acknowledged. 

Industries. — About two- thirds of the people are em- 
ployed in agriculture.^ Much skill is shown in irrrigation 
but a sufficient use is not made of manure. 

The Hindus have long been celebrated for their muslins,-^ 
silks, and shawls ; but the use of machinery in Europe has 
caused a great decline in their manufactures.^ Weaving 
is carried on throughout the country. Steam cotton - 
spinning mills have been established in Bombay, Calcutta, 
and some other places. Brass vessels and coarse pottery 
are made everywhere. 

Co-M MERGE. -—The annual value of Indian foreign com- 
merce by sea is abou t -200 c rores a year. The chief 
XmportjS -^ are cotfcpngoods, treasure, metals and machinery, 
f)il, silks^ woollens, ligiiors,^^ coals, and salt. The principal 
eS£0^p?^,are cotton, grain, jute, opium, seeds, tea, hides, 
indigo, ’vyool, silk, cojSee, and timbter. O pium is. s ent 
t o Chii^ ; o th e r ar t jcleg .. a^^e sent chiefly to "England. 

Railways. — The principal cities of india are now con- 
nected by railways. Upwards of 23,000 miles of Railway 
are already open, and about 3,000 miles additional are in 
course of construction. 

Educj^iOn. — In ancient times knowledge was confined 
to a few : education is now spreading among all classes. 


Religions. 


Demon worship prevailed amongst the original inhabit- 
ants, and still exists in many parts of the country. 

The Aryan race worshipped Indra, the sky ; Agni, fire ; 
the sun, &c. Afterwards new gods were invented, till 
they are now commonly said to amount to 33 crores. 

Muliammacianism is professed by about one-fifth of 
the people of India. 

l Farming. 2 Watering land. 3 Fine thin cotton cloth, said to have been 
first made at Mosul, in Asiatic Turkey. 4 Things made, like cloths, knives, 
&c. 6 Goods brought into a country. 6, Goods sent out of a country. 
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There are some Parsis on the Western Coast, descend- 
ants of the tire-worshippers of Persia. 

Christianity is now malcing progress in different 
parts of India. 


Fokmer Poetticae Divisions. 

Ancient India. — Before theMnhammadan invasions, India 
was divided into several different kingdoms, frequently at 
war with one another. Their history is very uncertain. 

Muhammadan Peruhe — The Afghans founded several 
kingdoms in India which were subdued by the Mogul 
Emperors, whose power at one time extended over nearly 
tlie whole country. The governors of provinces of ter 
declared themselves independent,^ when the iin{>eriar^ 
power was feeble. 

Present Poutioae Divisions. 

The present political divisions of India are : — 

I, British Possessions. 

II. Protected Native States. 

III. Independent and Foreign States. 

BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 

British India was formerly divided into the Bengal Presi- 
dency^ in the north ; the Madras Presidency in the south ; 
and the Bombay Presidency in the west. The present 
principal political divisions are as follows : — 

Under Governors or Lieutenants-Governors. 

The Lower Provinces of Bengal, the North-West 
Provinces andOuDH, the Punjad, the Bombat Presidency, 
and the Madras Presidency. , 

Under Chief Commissioners, &c. 

Assam and the Central Provinces. Berab, Ajmere, 
and CooBG, are smaller Divisions. 

l Not under others. 2 Belonging to an emperor. 3 A tract of country 
under a president. The chief British officers at Calcutta, &c., were first 
culled Presidents. T Lef-ten'-ant, one who acts for another- 
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iliivENUE. — The annual Revenue of British India, in- 
cluding railway earnings, is about 94 crores of rupees. 

The British Possessions contain about 944,000 square 
miles, with a population of about 220 millions. 

PROTECTED STATES. 

There are upwards of 160 Native States in India 
protected by the British Government. They contain 
about 640,000 square miles, with a population of abont 
(i6 millions. Most of them are very small. 

Some of the Protected States are under the locaT 
British administrations others are under the Govern- 
ment of India. Some of the principal Native States have 
English officers, called Besidents. 

THE LOWER PROVINCES. 

The Lower Provinces include Bengal, Orissa, Behaig 
and Chota Nagpore. They form the largest, richest, and 
most populous division of India. The area is nearly 
1 7)2,000 square miles, or, including the Native States, 
nearly 190,000 square miles. 

Pr:0Pi-E. — The population is about 71 millions, — nearly 
one- fourth of the whole of India. B^ngaliy Hindis Urdu, 
and several aborig'inaP languages are spoken. 

Rkve^ue. — The revenue is about 20 crores a year. 

Commerce. — More than one-third of the trade of India 
passes through Calcutta. The principal imports are cotton 
goods, metals, machinery, salt, oil, and liquors. The 
e,rporfs are opium, rice, jute, oil-seeds, indigo, hides, tea, 
silk, and saltpetre. 

Railways. — There are several lines of Railway. The 
East Indian Railway follows the Ganges, and has a 
cross line. The Eastern Bengal Railway runs north- 
east. The Northern Bengal Line goes to Darjiling. 

Government. — The Lower Provinces are under a Lieut- 
enant-Governor, with a Legislative* Council. 

RELlG^pN. — About one-third of the people are Muham- 
madans ; the remainder are chiefly Hindus. 

1 Belonginj? to a place, not j^eneral. 2 Government. 3 Belonging to the 
earliest people. 4 For making laws. 

2 
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Bengal. 

Bengaj. is bounded on the north by Nepal and Bhutan ; 
on the east by Assam and Burma ; on the south by the 
Bay of Bengal ; and on the west by Behar. 

Bengal proper contains about 70,000 square miles, and 
forms about one-twentieth of the whole of India. 

Surface. — The centre of Bengal is a vast-plain, formed 
by the Lower Cyourses of the Ganges and Brahmaputra. 
The northern and south-eastern frontiers are hilly. 

RrvERS.^ — ^Lower Bengal is intersected^ by numerous 
branches of the ( iaogeg ftud Brahmaputra. The western 
branch of the Ganges, termed thejgugli, enters the sea at 
Sagar Island. 

Glimate^— The seasons are divided into the hot, the 
rainy, and the cold. 

Productions. — ],Jengal is chiefly one large rioe-pro- 
(Jucing plain. Oil seeds, jute, indigo, sugar, and tobacco, 
are other articles of produce. The si]]^WorT» •. 

People. — Out of nearly every seven persons in Inaia, 
one is a Bengali. In English education, the Bengalis are 
foremost in India. 

Political Divisions. — Bengal contains 5 Divisions under 
Commissioners; viz., in the centre, the Peesidency, Ba jshahi 
with CooCH Behar ; in the east, Dacca and Chittagonc; ; in 
the west, Burdwan. The Divisions contain 24 D'stricts. 

Central Districts. 

Calcuti’A, the capital of British India, and a great com- 
mercial city, is situated on the River Hngli. It was a 
small village when the English formed their first settle- 
ment in 1687 ; the population, including the suburbs,^ is 
now 862,000. On account of its numerous fine buildings, 
Calcutta is sometimes called the City of Palaces.” It is 
defended by Fort William. For population it is the 
second city in the British Empire. 

Nuddia, on the Bhagirathi, formerly celebrated for its 
Sanskrit schools, was the capital of Bengal when it was 
conquered by the Muhammadans, 1203 a.d. 

1 Divided into parts. 2 The outer parts of a city. 
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Plassey was a small village north of Calcutta, on the 
iKigirathi, near which Clive, by a great victory, secured 
)Dsses8ion of Bengal, a.d. 1757. 

Murshidabad, on the Bhagirathi, was the last Muham- 
uadan capital of Bengal. Close to it are^gggiinbftzaa:, 
mce^so^iar^^^ and Berhampore, 

be civil station. 

Darjiling is a thinly-peopled, mountainous district in 
he north. Darjiling, the principal station, is visited by 
Suropeans on account of its cool climate. 

Eastern Districts. 

Dacca is situated to the west of the Megna. the 

3hief"town, on the Burhaganga, was a Muhammadan 
capital, and once famed for its fine muslins. 

Chittagong extends along the north-eastern coast of the 
Bay of Bengal. The interior is covered with forest ; the 
3oast is well cultivated. The people resemble the Burmese. 
Chief station, Chittagong, on the Chittagong River. 

Western Districts. 

Hlgli, the most densely-peopled district in Bengal, is 
bounded on the east by the River Hugh. The chief station 
is Hugll , where the English had a factory^ before Calcutta 
was founded . N^ar Hugli^ Chinsurah, formerly a Dutch 
settlement. ChanSTernagore, south of Chinsurah, be- 
longs to ^the Freiiph. Serampore, still farther south, 
was ceSfed to Britain by the Danes. Howrah, opposite 
Calcutta , is the largest town in the cfi^rict, and a giieat 

N, north of Hugli, is a very rich district. Chief 
station, Burdwan, on the Damodar, the residence of a 
wealthy Baja^ 


Orissa. 

Orissa ^extends along the north-western coast of the 
Bay of Bengal, from the Chilka Lake to a little beyond 

X Place of busineflB. 
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the mouth of the, Subanreka.^ It is about the size of 
Ceylon. The Mabanadi is the principal river . 

Climate, etc. — The climate is hot, and the interior is 
feverish. Rice is the chief crop. 

People. — The Uriyas, who inhabit the coast, speak a 
language very like Bengali. The hill districts are thinly 
peopled by aboriginal tribes. 

Divisions. — The coast is divided into the districts of 
Baiasoiie in the north, Cuttack in the centre, aud Pubi in 
the south. The hill districts, forming two-thirds of the 
province, are under tributary chiefs. 

Cuttack (The Fort), the largest town in the province, 
i^ onnSieTSlahanadi. Puri, on the coast, is noted for its 
temple of Tagahnath. 


Be BAR . 

Behar, between Bengal and the North- W est Provinces, 
is a large and fertile province, extending over both banks 
of the G-anges. It is rather less than half the size of Bengal.. 

People, etc. — The population of Behar is about two- 
thirds that of Bengal. Hindi and Urdu are the principal 
languages. The people, living on wheat, millet, and barley, 
are stronger than the Bengalis, whose chief food is rice. 

The province is noted for its opium and saltpetre. 

Behar is divided into the Bhagulpore Divisfon in the 
east, and the Patna Division in the west. 

Towns. — The principal towns in Behar are along the 
banks of the Ganges, near which runs the East Indian 
Railway. 

Maldah is a small district to the ea.st of the Ganges. 
The principal station is Maldab. The ruins of Gaur, 
the once splendid capital of Bengal, are near the Ganges. 

Pajmalial* the chief town in the Santal Pergunnahs, is 
near the Ganges. It contains the ruins of a palace. 

Bhagulpore, on the Ganges, is the second largest town 
in Behar. Jiffonghyr, on the Ganges, is an anqient town, 
once noted for its fort. 

I^atlia, on the Ganges, is the largest city in Behar, 

1 Properly Subarnarekhu , ** streak of gold.” 
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Bankipore, the civil station, and Dinapore, the military 
station, lie to the westward. 

^aya, a noted pjaoe of pilgrimi^e, lies south of Patna* 
Mozufferpore, the chief station in West Tirhut, lies 
north of Patna ; Darbhangah is the chief station in 
East Tirhut. The Tirhut Railway connects them with 
the Ganges. 

. ■on. the East Indian Railway, iSithe chief station 
in Sl^habad ; westward, on the Ganges, Buxar. 

Chota Nagpore. 

The modern province of Chota Nagpore, or, more cor- 
rectly, Cbutia Nagpore, consists of several hilly districts 
between Behar and the Central Provinces. In area the 
Province is as large as Behar ; but the population is only 
about 5 millions, consisting chiefly of aboriginal tribes. 

The principal station is Ranchi, in Lohardugga, or 
Chota Nagpore, the largest district in the Lower 
Provinces, ^azaribagh is the chief station in the 
district of the same name. 


Native States in the Lower Provinces. 

The Native States under the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal contain nearly 36,000 square miles, with a popula- 
tion of about 3| millions. Numerous small tributary^ states 
in Chota •Nagpore and Orissa include about three-fourths 
of the whole. The other states are ^ikkim^ a small moun- 
tainous country between Nepal and $hutafl ; Coo oh Beh ar , 
south of Bhutan; and mLLTiPPERAH, a tmSy-peopTe^ 
le east of Tipper^. " IffuNiP o re ^ b etween Assam 
is a mountainous oountryvfcE^Ty”^^ 

Assam, 


Assam and some hilly districts to the south were sepa- 
rated from the Lower Provinces in 1874, and formed into 
a new Province, under a Chief Commissioner. Sylhet was 
afterwards added. The area is about 49,000 s^are miles, 
but the population is only about 5i millions. The greater 
part of the Province is very thinly peopled. 

] Paying tribute. 
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Assam consists of a long narrow vallej, watered by the 
Brahmaputra. The northern and southern frontiers are 
hilly. The first tea plantations in India were formed in 
Assam. Good coal is found in the Province. It lately 
suffered greatly from an earthquake. 

TowxVS. — Gowhati, in Kamrup, qp t||^ Brahmaputra, 
is the largest town Assam, but it has only aKSriSTKKF' 
inEabitants. The oth^ places are mere bazaars. 

The N^aga, Jaintia, Khasi, and Garo Hills, to the 
south of Assam, are chiefly covered with forest. They 
are inhabited by wild tribes, with features somewhat like 
the Chinese. Shi llong is the chief station in Asggjn. 

Sylhet, south of tThe^hasi Hills, is pebp^^ by 

BengaUsT It is noted for its oran ges. 

east of Sylhet, Ts jjSlieaf^ it^ Jea plantatipps..^ 
Silchar, on the Barak, is the principal station. 

THE NOBTH^ WEST PEOVINCES AND OUDH. 

These two divisions of British India were united under 
one Lieutenant-Governor in 1877. They contain 108,000 
square miles, with a population of 47 millions. Among 
the British Provinces, they rank second in population, and 
fifth in area. 


The North-West Provinces. 

The NoETH-Wf:sT Provinces are bounded on *the north 
by the Himalayas, Oudh and Nepal ; on the east by 
Behar ; on the south by Rewah, Bundelkband and Gwalior ; 
On the west by Rajputana and Punjab. They form a 
semicircle around Oudh. 

Surface. — The country, in general, is an immense plain, 
traversed by the Ganges ,p.nd Jumna, with their numerous 
tributaries. 

Products — Grain, opium, oil-seeds, sugar, cotton, in- 
digo, and tea, are the principal vegetable productions. 
Saltpetre is collected in some quantities. 

PEOi LE. — The population is about 34 millions,. Hindi 
and Urdu are the prevailing languages. About cue in 
eight of th e people are Muhammadans ; nearly all the rest 
are Hindus. 
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Railways»— The Eas t Indian Railway, south of the^ 
Gangfig.; and thejJ^clJpL ajid Rpiiiikhana Railway'" 

north of the Ganges, are the principal lines. 

"IjOVERNMENT. — T he 'N'orth-West rrovinces are under a 
I iieut enant- Go vernor . 

Political Divisions. — The North-West Provinces iii- 
(jlude 7 Divisions : towards the centre, Allahabad and 
Jhansi ; eastward, Benares and GoBAKHroRE ; westward, 
Agra and Meerut ; north-east of the Ganges, Rohilkhand 
and Kumaun (ku-moun'). The Divisions contain 37 
Districts. 

AfJ.AHABADjHhe capital of the Ncudh-^Vest Provin 
si of the Gahge Juny la. The 

|>opulation is about 173,000. 

jCawnpo re> on the Ganges, is a large military station, 
wSE^cStanLand leather manufacLUXQ^. 

Benares, or Kasi, the largest city in the North-We|t 
l^imyin c ^ Is situated on the Gj^inges, and is much 
tnequentfid by H i u d u pi igr iins . 





Mlrzapore, west of Benai’es, on the Ganges, is a place 
of some trade. 


1 City of God. 2 Joininpf. 
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Ag ra, on tlie Jumna, was the cagital of the Mogul 
Empire before the Grovernment was removed to 

Parrukliabad is a place of some trade near the Cxaiiges. 
( 'lose to it is Patehgarll, the headquarters of the district. 

M eerut, situated midway between the Ganges and the 
Jumna, is a large civil and military station. 

JSaKellly,. js . tlifiiaEge3i.t2wj)i..ln RAKlkban^ . Son t,li- 
east, Shahjehanpore ; north-east, Moradabad, on the 
Ramganga. 

Ajmere, a small district near the centre of Rajputaiia, is 
now nhd^r the Governor-General. Chief town, Ajmere. 

Protected States in the North-West Provinces. 

noted for its chaddars, is a small state in Ro- 
hilkhand, containing many Rohila Afghans. Rampor© 
is the residence of the Nawab. {Jarhwae, a mountainous 
district in the Himalayas, contains the sources both of the 
'Ganges 8/nd Juinna. Tt is much visited by pilgrims. Tlie 
chief town is Tehri. 


OUDH. 

The province of Oudh lies between Nepal and the 
Ganges. The area is about 24,000 square miles — nearly 
the size of Ceylon. 

The population of Oudh is 12| millions, of whom .about 
one in ten are Muhammadans. The languages spSken are 
Hindi and Urdu. 

Divisions. — The four divisions of Oudh are, Lucknow in 
the centre ; Rai Bareli in the south ; Fyzabai) in the 
east ; and Sitapue in the north-west. 

Towns.— LucknoWf the coital, on the Gumti, is a 
large city, midi some splen3ia build 

Eastward on Hie Gogra^^ it are the 

ruins of Ayodliya» the ancient oapitaL„_ 

The Punjab. 

The Punjab is bounded on the north by Cashmere ; on 
ihe east by the Jumna ; on the south by Rajputana ; and 
on the west by the Snlaiman Mountains. The area is about 
111,000 square miles. 
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Surface. — The northern parts of the Punjab are hilly, 
and intersected by fertile valleys. The Bange 

stretches across the Indus, eastward to the Jhelum. The 
lower part of the country is a large plain, sloping to the 
south-west. 

People. — The population amounts to about 21 millions 
The people are generally robust.^ Punjabi is the prin- 
cipal language ; Urdu is spoken in the towns, and Pushtu 
by the Afghans across the Indus. About one-half are 
Muhammadans ; nearly two millions are Sikhs ; the rest 
are chiefly Hindus. 

Railvvays. --The North-Western Railway extends 
Iromj lelhi to Peshawar ; and from Lahore to Karachi. 

Government. — The Punjab is under a Lieut.-Governor. 

Divisions. — There are six Oommissionerships. In the 
centre, Lahore ; eastwards, Jalandhar ; south-east, Delhi ; 
along the western frontier, Heka.iat and Peshawar ; north- 
west of Lahore, Rawalpindi. 

Towns.— Lahore, near the Ravi, the seat of Government, 
was for some time the capital of Akbar. The population 
is about 177,000. 

Amrit sar ^L^ now smaller tban Lahore, and midway be- 
JweSn theRavi and the Beas, is the sacred city of the Sikhs, 
^.d .for its manufactures of shawls, silk, and cotton* 

Ludhiana, near the Sutlej, has shawl manufactures. 

Ijjnballa^lmtwee^ tha. Sutlej and Jumna, is a la^ 
milita ry . g taijon . Northward on the LoweF Himlilayas, 
Simla, the summer residence^ of the Viceroy.^ 

"*^Delh.U on the Juipna, the largest elfy in the Punjab, 

wasjlie capital of an ancient Hindu kingdom, and afleS: 
wards pf the Mogul Hmpire. 

south-west, near the Chenab, a military 
^tatipn, is a large manufacturing town. 

On the Indus, at its junction with the Kabul River, 
AttOC§;I.|tE .C p^ncipal ypi^te acrps§, f he lnd]j|, W estward , 
Pesh awar. np,ar ,^e^foot of^^he J^yBer^ 

1 Strong. 2 Pool of Amrit or the water of life. 3 Dwelling house, t One 
who rule.s in place of a king, the Governor-Creneral. 
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military statioi^^ connected with Lahore by^ the Koi*th- 
Western Railway. 

Protected States in the Punjab. 

W ith Cashmere, the Native States under the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Punjab are larger in area than the British 
districts ; but contain only one-third of the population . 

The principal Naiiive. States ; 

Bhawulpore in the south the Stra §TATES^i the e^ist ; 
and the Hill States on the Himalayas. 

The Kingdom includes the beautiful 

valley of Cashmere, in the south-west ; Baltistan, or 
Little Tibet, in the north ; Ladakh, in the north-east,, 
and Jammu, in the south. 

^^awls^ made of the inner hair of e* species of ?ire 

thembst noted manufacture. 

Towns.— The capital is Srinagar# on the Jh©iun:i,: 
Lett, the chief town in Ladakh, is near the Indus. 

Bhawulpore stretches south of the Ghara and the Indus. 
The chief town is Bhawulpore, on the Ghara. 

Ratia'la. a fertile district in Sirhind, is tjie principal of 
the protected Sikh States. It is situated to the south of 
Ludhiana. The chief town is Pat ia't^ towards the east. 

Chamba, easF of Tamrn^’u^^^ or Bashahi;, 

intersected by the Sutlej, are two of the chief hill states. 

• 

Protected States dnder the Government of India. 

Rajputana. 

Rajputana, to the east of Sind and south of the Punjab, 
is rather larger than the Bombay Presidency. A small 
district in the centre is under British rule ; the rest is 
divided into 20 Native States, with a population of about 
12 millions. It is divided into two parts by the Aravalli 
Hills. 

The area is about 130,000 square miles. 

People. — The Rajputs claim to belong to the Kshatriya 
caste. Dialects of Hindi are spoken There are very 
few Muhammadans. The Province is so called from the 
Rajputs being the ruling class. Marwari money-lenders 
are found in the cities, and are numerous all over India. 
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The R adput ana-Malwa Eailway ]^mm thropigh 

the conp try, . 

or Mamk am. in the south-west is the large^t 

and^oSpop^3^ of the Rajput States. Jodh^ore, the 

' 

‘^‘“Jeypore ^Jaipxir), in the north-east, is the ri<5h(^t..jC3i. 
th^'Ea t otates . The capital, Jeypore, is one of the 
flCSstTTjftiea inTHSia. 

'^"OoDETPpRE, orTJEywAR, Hes to the south of Ajmere. 
Oddeyp oreji the capital, in the south, has a fine palace, 
fn the north-east, Chittore, the ancient capital. 

Bikanie and Jeysulmeee are large, aPid states in the 
west, with capitals of the same name. 

Bhpbtpo be lies west of Agra. the,(?S!l^lr 

is noted tor its sieges* Ulwar is north-west of Bhurtpore. 
' — TilD''pdver|icx-GeneraFs Agent resides at Abu, in the 
south."” 

Central India Agency. 

There are 71 Protected States, rather smaller in size 
than the North-West Provinces, under the Governor- 
GeneraPs Agent, who resides at Indore. They are bounded 
on the south by the Central Provinces ; on the north by 
the North-West Provinces and Rajputana. 

The pidncipal states. in 

the eag^ ; IGwalioe, or Sindhia’s in the north ; 

Indore, or HolkaeVITjeeitoeIes, in the south. 
Rewah, about half the size of Ceylon, is the second in 
extent of the Central India States. Rewah, the chief 
town, is a small place. 

BrNDELKHAND, the Country of the Bundela Rajputs, lies 
to the west of Rewah. A great part of it is British terin- 
tory ; the remainder is divided among 35 Native States 
and Jaghires. 

PuN NAH , in the east, is noted for its diamonds. The 
RaiaMo!F*TEHRi, in the west, is oonsi'defid the head of the 
Bundelas. 

The Gwalior Territories^ under Sindbia, form the 
l argMl f be Cen^ They include Hetaclieit 

cRsmols between the Chambal and the Narbada, larger 
than Mysore, with a population of about 2| millions. 
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Towns.— The capital is Grwalior, or Lashkar, in tlje 
^orth, with a fainpns hill fort ; in the south, oh ttie Stpra, 
XJJJairii near which are the ruins of ancient Ujjailli the 
capitarof Malwa. 

Indore consists of detached districts both sides of 
tbp ]S'a(r1$ada. f t produces large <^uantitips of opium. 

Towns. — Indore, the capital, lies north of the Vindhya 
Hills ]^hOwT^ TCiTisii niflitary staHdh, is hear ThSore. 

Bhop al, north of the ISTarbada, is under a lifusaTman 
Begnra. The capital is JBhOpal, near the Betwa. 

The Central Provinces. 

The Central Provinces lie between the Nizamis Domin- 
ions and Chota Nagpore, and are almost surrounded by 
Xative States. They are a little larger than the North- 
West Provinces. 

SiniFACE. — The »Batpura Range divides the Central 
provinces into nearly two halves. To the north, the 
Vindhya Hills overlook the valley of the Narbada; to the 
south of the Satpura Range, the country slopes to the south- 
east, and is watered by the Warda and Waingaugai 
tributaries of the Godavari. The Warda and Wainganga, 
after their junction, are called the Pranhita, 

PRODUCnoNS. — CoSj^l is found in several district The 
th^^ noted for its cotton ; the nlain of 

‘^aing^nga is the rice field of the Ceiidra^ ; 

Chattisgarh produces large quantities of wJxeat. 

Railways. — The peninsula Railway connects Nagppr 
with Bombay, and the Bengal-Nagpur Railwa^coimects it 
with Calcutta. 

People. — The population is about 10 millions, of whom 
about 2 millions are Gonds and other aboriginal tribes. 
Hindi is the prevailing language ; Marathi is spoken in 
the west, and Uriya in the east. 

Government.— rhe Central Provinces are under a Chief 
Commissioner. 

Divisions. — There are 4 Comraiseionerships : Nagpur 
in the south ; Jabalpur in the north; Crattisgarh in the 
east ; and Narbada in the west ; which are divided into 19 
districts. 
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TowNS.-r-Nslgpur, tha chief town in the Central Pro- 
vinces, w as the capital of a Mahratta Paja. 

if i nganghat, south of N^agpur, is a great cotton mart.' 
Still fartheFsouffi once a Groiid capital. 

JaP alPur is a well-built trading town, where the 
E§at_iftdian and Peninsula Railways unite. North-west, 
Saugor, a military station on a beautiful lake. 

Protected States under the Central Provinces. 

Hyderabad, or the Nizamis Dominions. 

The Nizamis Dominions form the largest and most 
important of the Protected States. They are bounded on 
the north-east by the Central Provinces ; on the south by 
the Madras Presidency ; and on the west by the Bombay 
Presidency. They are nearly as large as the Central Pro- 
vinces, and the population is about 11| millions. 

The Nizam’S Railway connects the Peninsula and 
East Coast Railways. 

The Subahdars'^ of the Deccan, styled N i^am-ul-Mulk 
(Regulator of the State), declared himself independent of 
the Mogul Empire on the death of Aurungzebe. 

Towns. — Hyderabad, the capital, on a tributary of the 
Krishna, is a large city, containing a number of Arabs 
and Pathans. Secunderabad and Bola'rum are military 
station j near Hyderabad. Total population, 415,000. 

Warangal, north-east of Hyderabad, was the capital 
of the Hindu Kingdom of Telingana, or Andra. Bidar, 
north-west of Hyderabad, was a Muhammadan capital. 
West of Hyderabad, on the Peninsula Railway, Gulburga, 
with numerous tombs. 

In the north-west, Aurungabad, the favourite city of 
Aurungzebe. Daulatabad, or Deogarb, with a strong 
hill fort, is near Aurungabad. North-east of Aurungabad, 
Assay e, a village where Wellesley defeated the Mahrattas. 

Berar. 

Berar, west of the Central Provinces, consists of dis- 
tricts assigned* by the Nizam in 1853 for debts due to the 

1 Place of trade; from market. 2GoTenior of a province; mhha^ a pro- 
vince, dart holding. 3 Given up to. 
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' British Govenanent. The Provinee is sometimes called 
the Hyderabad Assigned Districts. 

Berar is noted for its cotton. The popnlation is about 
3 millions. Marathi is^nerally spoken. The pwvinoe 
is divided into East and West Berir. 

The chief station is Akola» towards the centre. 
Horth-east, AmraotP (amrontee), a great cotton mart. 
Northward, ElliChpur, once a Muhammadan capital. 

The Bombay Presidency. 

The Bombay Presidency includes a long strm along the 
West Coast of India and nearly the whole of Sind. It is 
bounded on the north by Baluchistan and Rajputana; on 
the east by the States of Central India and the Nieam^s 
Dominions ; south by Mysore ; west by the Arabian Sea 
and Baluchistan. 

The area is about 125,000 square miles. 

Surface. — The Western Ghats separate a rugged strip of 
land along the coast from the western parts of the plateau 
of the Deccan. The Sabarmati, Mahl. ^Narbada, an d 
northern difltrio^s ijibo 

q£ Cimbay . The Godavari and the ijS^risbi:^, wijih ^heir 
t ribateri^ Sma' is cbiefly a large 

plain, inciudiM the lower course and delta of the Indus. 

Climate, — The fall of rain is great along and below the 
Western Chats, by which the temperature is ooolefl : Sind 
is hot and dry. 

Productions.— gram and optt>oo 
Coooa*nut trees are numerous along the Western Cos^. 
The forests on the Ghats yield teak and other timber. 

People.— The total population is about 19 millions. 
Marathi is spoken around Bombay ; Canarese in the 
south ; Gujarati around the Gulf of Cambay, and Sindi 
in Sind. 

Revenue. — ^The Revenue is about 13 crores a year. 

Commerce. — ^Bombay is the greatest commercial port in 
Ajia. Its foreign trade, amounting to about 85 <imtm a 
l^ear, is larger than t]^t of Calcutta, while its meiMtins 
brade is nearly double. 

1 Incorrectly written Ommwuitjf, 
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The chief exports are cotton, opium, oil-seeds, wheat,! 
cotton goods and wool ; the chief imports are cotton goods, 
metals and machinery, coal, and liquors. 

Railways. — ^The Peninsula Railway has arms 
towards Calcutta and Madras ; the Bombay, Baroda, 
and Central India Railway runs northward ; the 
Southern Mahratta Railway runs southward. 

Religion. — Hinduism is the prevailing religion. About 
one in five are Muhammadans. There are some Jains, 
Christians, and Parsis. 

Government. — The Bombay Presidency is under a 
Governor, aided by two Councils. 

Bombay,^ situate on a small island now united with 
the mainland, has the finest harbour, and is the second 
largest city in India. The population is about 822,000. 

Northern Division. 

Surat lies al ong t he coast on both sides of the Tapti. 

on tSTTa pti fhe first E nglish faptoryJoa 
India was establis hedJiLJfem " ** 

Broach IS a small district to the north of Surat and east 
of the Gulf of Cambay. Chief tow n. Broach,, 
Narbada, y iJik.ft.largeJeotjm traje? ~ 

Ahmedabat) lies chiefly to the west of the Sabarmati 
and the Gulf of Cambay. Ahmedabadj on the 
mal^ WI& oimaihaJMbh w ^ ^ujurart* an4 

city in the Bombay Presiae^Jtcy. 

' KnA-N^Esp . in the north-easi, |ntversed by th© Tapfi> is 
a iSrfTmstriot, much of which Is covered with jungle. 
Chief pear the centre. 

T^astk lies to the* south of Khandesh. ,(?hief stati^ 
Nasik ;; I jl 9 «pe gf pilgrimage, near the source oi Ihe 
OtrtEvW 


Southern Division. 

AgMEPNAGA R Kos to the south of Nasik, and slopes to 
the Qhief Btatipa^medBa<aJ. on the 8im, 

OQoe the capital ot a jatmamhudan Msgdom. 

lithe kime eoeteetnun MaM», a goddees woraM|>|)ed ia leailMgf, 
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gooNA lies south of Ahmed^j|gar,,a»d east 0^^ Westeri 
Ghalir Cliief town, Poona» a large military station, lanc 
the last capital of the 

gATA'jaA is a hilly district, south of Poona. The chieJ 
gyijtxif^'^Sr^tltra, in the west, was for some time the MahT- 
-xatta capital. North-west, Mahables hwar, vis ited by 
Euiypeans on accbunT^^ 

is a hiot, dry, district to the east of Poona and 
Satara. Chief station, ^holago re, a large trading town, 
north-east of tSoa, ^^is partly surrounded by 
native states. Chief town, a milita^ station. 

forming the south-east corner of the Bombay 
Presidency, is ^np bed for its cotton. Chief station, Dhar- 
war, connecte<l by rail with Bellary. 

IfOBTH Cana^^^» fbe coaatb, the most southern district 
of the Bombay Presidency, has valuable forests. North- 

wherp^c^O,p is sh^ still* farther south, iHonawair. 
jPo the"eastwarT"bi Honawar are the celebrated Falh of 
Oeywjjpd, about 900 feet ill height. 

Sind. 

Sind is about half the size of Bengal. The climate is 
hot and diy. The banks of the Indus yield rich crops, 
but by far the greater part of the Province is barren. 
The pophlation exceeds 2 millions, about three-fourths of 
whom are Muhammadans. 

Kara^i is a large oollectorate in the south-west. Chief 
sta^oh rKaraclli, a sea-port with consid erable trad e, and 
tteJtogsal'toTOjjiiS^ 

i^Y^R^BAD. noted for its manufactures, lies to the east 
of tEeTndus. Chief town, Hijn^ gra^bAd . near the Indus, 
formerly the capital of the Amirs. 

Shikarpur lies north of Karachi. The chief station, 
Shikarpur, west of the Indus^^is a place of some trade. 

Protected States in Western India, 

The Bombay Presideni^ has the largest number of Pro* 
tected States, but many of them are very small. Ineludinjg 
Baroda, which is under the Supreme Oovemmeht^ their 
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total area is about 78,000 miles — more than half the size 
of the British' Territory ; their populatioia * is about 10| 
millions. 

Khairpur is in the north-east of Sind. Chief town, 

I KhalrpUFr not far from the Indus. 

CuTCH is a long semi-circular peninsula, to the north of 
theTSuSToi Cutch, and separated from Sind by a shallow 
salt lake, called the Great Runn, or Ban.^ 


The ohiflL town kJBJXUl, near the centre ; on the coast, 
Mandavi, a seaport. 

The G^ZE| 5 AT^pr GrUJARA STATltSuJie around the Gulf 
of CamSay, beyond Biutish Territory, 

Gaekwar , is the niost The principal other 

^TvTsions are the Kathiawar Peninsula, between the Gulfs 
(►f Cutch and Cambay ; Pahlunpur, in the north ; Mahi 
Kanta, in the north-east ; and Rewa Kanta, in the south- 
east. There are numerous chiefs, some tributary to the 
British, others to the Gaekwar. 

The„ fcto 


.9^ Jhe GuH T>f ,Pa^l^ 

pgfisaJoja^ % 

Gaint)ay, now much decayed, near the mouth of the 
Mahi, is under a Nawab. 

There are several Native States and Jaghires in the Mah- 
ratta country. Two of the most important are Kolhapur, 
south-eas^ or Ratnagiri, and Sawantwari, north of Goa 


The Madras Presidency. 

The Madras Presidency includes the south of the Pen- 
insula, and a long strip of territory on the we^t coast of 
Bay of Bengal. It is washed on three sides hy tb© sea, 
and is bounded on the north by Orissa, the Central 
Provinces, the Niiiam^s Dominions, and Mysore, It is 
rather larger than the Bombay Presidency, oonttining 
140,000 isjuare ittiles* 

SuRFACSiTT-dl'he Pxwldency part of the tabledand 

of the Decciun ; but it consists cbieiy of the difitriots lying 
between the Ghats and the sea. The Eastern Coast, except 
in the north, is generally flat. 

1 From aranya, ft desert. 
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The Western and Eastern Ohats, are the chief 

linlceA^ In f?© 

«• detadted^ grouf^; 

sonth-west of Madras. TgeAna|Xial^i8^ and the Pnlnis 
are spurs to the eastwar3]i^ from a"^ continuation of tfiS" 
Western Ohats. 

Rivers.— The Godavari and the Krishna in the 
north ; the Northern Pennar, thePalar,the Southern 
Pennar, and the Cauvery towards the centre, enter 
the Bay of Bengal. 

Climate. — The climate is hot, especially on the East 
Coast. The extremes of heat and oold are not so great as 
in North India. The districts in the table-land of the 
Deccan receive only a small supply of rain ; the fall is 
large on the West Coast. 

Productions. — Iron is plentiful ; some gold is found ; 
salt is obtained from sea-water ; a few diamonds are met 
with in the Godavari and Kistna Districts, 

Rice is cultivated along the coast; various kinds of 
millet are the chief grains in the interior ; oil-seeds, 
tobacco, and sugar-cane, are other articles of produce; 
cotton and indigo are raised in some districts. Cocoa-nut 
trees are numerous on the West Coast ; cofEee is grown on 
the Western Ghats and Nilgiris. 

People. — The population is about 35| millions, nearly 
all Dravidians. Telugu and Uriya are spokpn in the 
north-east ; Tamil in the south-east ; Canarese in the 
north-west, and Malayalam in the south-west. 

Industries. — About two- thirds of the people are 
employed in agriculture. Cotton doths, indigo, sugar, 
brass vessels, and pottery, are the prineipal manufactures. 

Railwats.— The Madras BMIway crossea the country 
and has several branches ; the South Ihdlan Railway 
runs southward. The East Oosist Railway is to connect 
Madras and Calcutta. 

^ Commerce. — The chief exporte are hides, cettcm, coffee, 
oilHBceds, rice, indigo, oils, aud sugar; the dtief impcrU 
are cotton goo^, rice, metals, Uquots, and iSmAm* 

J ^ther, like the linke of a ohslf. I from others. 
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Religion. — The great bulk of the people are Hindus ; 
Muhammadans are one in sixteen. Native Christiana 
are more numerous than in any other part of India. 

Government, — The Presidency is under a Governor, 
aided by two Councils. 

Revenue. — ^The revenue is about 11 crores a year. 

Political Divisions — The Madras Presidency is divided 
into 22 Districts ; vis. : along the Bast Coast ^ GanjaiUyYizag- 
apatam, Godavari, Kistna, Nellore, Madras, Chingleput, 
South Arcot, Tanjore, Madura, and Tinnevelly; on thei 
Ooas^, Malabar and South .Canara; inland^ CuddapahJ 
Kurnul, Bellary, Anantapur, North Arcot, Trichinopoly, 
Salem, Coimbatoi'e, and Nilgiris. 

Madras and adjoining Districts. 

Madras, the capital of the Presidency and the largest 
city in South India, is situated on the coast. Its trade is 
considerable. The population is about 450,000 . 

Chinglepdt encircles Madras, except on the east. Chief 
stationT, Saidapet, near Madras. The J arj^e st 
^Conjevaram, injhe s outh-west. natadjEor 
Oliidgl^utTnear tKe ll^aSrTwasthe former chief station. 

N^oee, to the north of Chingleput, is notedjg^^ 
cattlcT Chief statiox^Nellore^ m ; 

acrrihward, On^ole. 


Northern Oircars. 


The four districts north of Nellore along the coast were 
formerly called the Nortween Circabs. 
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ViZAGig^jiTAM, nortli of the Godavari District, is hilly, 
ind contains numerous zemindaris . Chief station, V izag- 
apatam, a sean^^ noted for its Soiei SaaHf^^^^ 
^TlSSrSt^^^^ Bimlipatam, a seaport ; IhlffiSd^ T 

anagram, a military station. 

GanJam, the most northern district of the Presidency, 
borders on Orissa, and contains many Uriyas. The hill 
tracts are peopled by Khonds, formerly given to human 
sacrifices, and<other tribes. Chipf station, 01ietterppr% 
in the north, near Gan jam, the formSF' c^ 
south-west, ^erhamp^a the largest^ 
and north-west, ; 

n^llpgAiiAtam and Gppalpur are seaports ; southward, 
Hnlcacole, a little inland. 

Ceded' Districts. 

CuDDAFAH, west of J^ellore, produces cotton. Chief 
station, Cuddapah, on a tributary of the Pennar ; south- 
ward, on the Ghats, Madanapalli. 

Kurnool, north of Cuddapah, is hilly. Chief station, 
Kurnool on the Tungabhadra. 

Bell ARY is a hot district, south-west of Kurnool. Chief 
station, Bellary, with a fort on a rock ; north-east, Adonl, 
once strongly fortified.* 

Anantapub, formerly the south-eastern part of BeHary, 
was lately formed into a separate district. Chief station, 
Anantapur ; northward, Qooty, with fortified hills. 


Southern Coast Districts. 

South Argot lies south of Chingleput and North Arcot. 
IfatiQ^ xm th e coast. Near it are the 

Settlement of Pof Dip, HKRin;. 
j . . if Stmtfe 

iftheCanTe ry; north-east, 


Pli.t4elta3p|ae 
pmncho: 



oiTthe coast, 
which 

1 Given up hj the Nizam to the Engliah. 2 Made atpong. 
mouth of a riter, shaped like the Greek letter A , called delta. 


it: St 

3 land at the 
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Madura is a large district to the south of Trichinopoly, 
nofedi lor its tobacco, phief stft tion^ ou the 

Vaigai, an ancient city, with some large temples ; north- 
west, Dindigu l, with an old fort on a rock ; south-east, 
B amn^, in a low sandy district. 

"TEewland of Bameswaram, east of Madura, is much 
fr^uented by pilgM^Sl 

Tinn evell the most joMfe flm district is sandy, hut 
prbducesTar^ quantities ol^tton and. jaggery. 

COttah and IJnnevelly, be near each other, separated 
by the River Tamrapumi. Eastward on the coast, 

COrin, from which cotton is shipped. 

Inland Districts. 


North Arcoi’ lies to the west of Chingleput. phief 
sCjcttOh ; C west of Madras ; on the J^§|ar, ArCQj 
(nSce'flSl"‘cap the Nawabs of the Carnatic ; westward, 
Vellore, also on the Pal^r^ the largest town and a military 
station f northward, pilgrimage. 

lies between South .A^rcot and Madura. 
CJb^ltowni TrlaWnOJ^^ a military 

station, aad the second city in the 

UM.,. aiid south of Mysore, is noted for 

itSJifceel. Chief tow»,,Salem, near the foot of the Shevarof 
Hills. 

^ij^ Jies to the west of Salem. Chief Jtatiep, 


IjtypiTe, pot far from the foot of the Nilgiris. 


The form a district under a Com- 

issioner. ThgJSTilgiris produce tea, and are frequented hy 


[ climate. 


missioner. 

Europeans on 

ToSfl^iaiail 

, formerly belonging to Malabar 
contains numerous coffee estetM* The 
Manantoddy. * "" " 

..wfam-'f'" 

Districts on the West Coast. 



Id, and 


The districts on the West Coast have a moist climate. 
The Western Ghats yield coffee, teak. sanda J sfo gd. and 


1 Little Town. 
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Canarese and Ttdn are spoken in the north ; 
Malay alam is current in tlie south. 

JkfALABAii lies between Cochin and South Canara. Mu- 
hammadans, called Mapi^hii^ urn nunq^r^iia . Chief s t ation^ 

; near Calicut, Be ypore ; southward, 
j Q p cllln, ^ place of some trade ; normward, Tellicliara?^^. 
a smaffiBeaport, and Qamianore, a military station. 

north of Malabar, is a nairow strip of 
country, west of the Ghats. Chief town, on 

the coast, with some trade. 


Mysore. 

lies west of Madras, in the table-land of the 
Deccan. It is larger than Ceylon ; and contains about 
4 miUions of inhabitants. 

Mysore attained considerable power under Hyder Ali 
and Tippu Sultan. At present it is under a Maharaja. 

Mysore is divided into Nundidroog in the east ; Ashta- 
GBAM in the south ; and Nuggub in the north. 

Towns. — Bii^jj^qij^towards the east, is the residence 
of the Mysore Commissioner, and^ large military station. 
It jaoted Joi^, 

the south, is the residence of the Maharaja, 
nor^hwa island in thei^Cauvery, 

was the capital of the Hyder family. 

is a small British district, to the west, under the 
Chief Commissioner of Mysore. It is very mountainous. 
C|pfta| %nd cardamoms are the most noted productions. 

Protected States under the Madras Presidency. 

Teavancobb, the principal Native State, lies to the north- 
west of Cape Comorin. It is well watered and fertile. 

Towns. — Towards the south, Trevandtuna, the capital ; 
northward, Quilon, a mUitary station ; still farther north, 
Aleppy, a seaport. 

Cochin is a sm^U state between Travaneore and Mala- 
bar. The capital is Srnakulam, near Cochin; north- 
ward, Trlchur. 

1 Cotton cloths, called ealicoes, derived their name from Calicut. 
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Independent States. 

Nepal is a long, narrow country, stretching along the 
Himalayas from Kumaun to Sikkim. 

The capital is Khatmandu, containing numerous 
wooden temples. 

BniTTAif is a mountainous country to the east of Sikkim. 
The capital is Tasslsudon. 

Foreign Possessions. 

The French Territories in India consist ofPondiClierry 
and Karlkal, on the coast of the Carnatic ; Mahe* on the 
Malabar Coast ; Yanam, in the Godavari District ; and 
Chandernagore, on the River Hugli. 

The Portuguese Possessions consist of the small district 
of Goa ; Daman, north of Bombay ; and the island of 
Diu, on the coast of the Kathiawar Peninsula - 


Ceylon. 


Ceylon, the Lanka, of the Hindus, is a large island in 
the Indian Ocean, to the south of India, 

Surface. — The coasts and northern half of the island are 
low ; in the interior there are elevated plains and lofty 
mountaifis. 

Rivbbs.— ?, iser ; 
there are numerous smaller streams. 


Climate. — The heat is not so great as on the neighbour- 
ing coast of India. 


Vbootables.— betel-nuts, 
^^4 cinchona are the principal ve^tj|l^li§' 
product!^. • ■ """ 


People .-^The population is about 3 millions. The 




island ; the Tamils, the north-eastern districts. Moors, or 
Muhamkuadans, are scattered throughout the island. 

GQMMEEOE.---^M anT tea and ooff ^^ plfi^tAtlniifl^^T^ ht^pm 

formid cm the;Hius % £uropea the trade of the 

island is large. 

Religion.— Buddhism is the prevailing religion among 
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the Sinhalese, and Hinduism among the Tamils. Clirist- 
ianity has made some progress in different parts. 

Divisions. — Ceylon is divided into nine Provinces. 

Western Province. — Chief town, Colombo, the capital 
of the island, from which tea, coffee, cocoa-nut oil, and 
cinnamon are shipped. Population 128,000. 

Sabaragamuwa. — Chief town, Batnapura** 

Southern Province. — Chief town, jgha|Jp, at w|iioh thg 
Indian, China and Australian steamers formerly touched ; 
south-east, Ma'tara ; both connected by rail with Colombo. 

Eastern Province. — Chief station, Batticaloa; north- 
-ward, Tr|tllCOmaIee« with one of the finest harbours in 
the worf<l. 

SfoRTHERN Province. — Chief town, 

Xorth-Western Province. — Chief town, Kurunegala. 

Central Province. — Chief town, the last 

capital of the Sinhalese kings, connected with Colombo 
by rail. 

UvA. — This was formerly the south-eastern division of 
the Central Province. Chief town, Badulla. 

North-Cfniral Province, — Chief town, Anuradha- 
pura, the ancient capital of the island, with numerous 
ruins. 


The Maldives. 

The Maldives, ^ south-west of Cape Comorin, afe numer- 
ous circular groups of low islands, formed by coral reefs.'^ 

INDO-CHINESE PENINSULA. 

The South-Eastern Peninsula of Asia, formerly called 
Further India, or India beyond the Granges, in- 
cludes the countries between the Bay of Bengal and the 
China Sea. China is the northern boundary. 

Surface, — The interior is little known ; but it probably 
consists of chains of mountains, running north and south, 
enclosing valleys each gradually widening toward the sea, 
and forming the bed of a large river. These rivers are the 
Irawadi, Sittaung, Salwlm Meuam', and Mekong, 
or Cambodia. 

1 The thontand islands. 2€hain« of rook. 
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Climate. — The climate is generally hot and moist. 

Vegetables. — The valleys contain fertile rice- fields, and 
the mountains are clothed with immense forests. 

People. — The inhabitants belong to the Mongolian and 
Malayan races. 

Divisions. — In the west, Burma ; in the centre, the Shan 
States and Siam ; in the east, Tonquin, Ann am and French 
Cochin-China ; in the south, the Malay Peninsula. 

Burma. 

Burma is bounded on the west by India and the Bay of 
Bengal ; on the south by the Bay of Bengal and Siam ;* on 
the east by Siam and the Shan States ; and on the north 
by China, The entire area is about 280,000 square miles 
— larger than the Madras and Bombay Presidencies taken 
together. The country is divided into Lower and Upper 
Burma, under a Lieutenant-Governor. 

People. — ^The population! is nearly 8 millions; the larger 
number in Lower Burma. The Burmese belong to a race 
which is considered intermediate between the Chinese and 
Malays. They are skilful in gilding, and in making large 
bells. Most of the men are able to read. 

Religion^— Buddhis m ig the religion of the Burmese. 

• Lower Burma. 

Lower Burma consists of a long strip of territory, on 
the east coast of the Bay of Bengal, extending from Chitta- 
gong to the Malayan Peninsula. It is rather larger than 
the Central Provinces. 

Surface. — Lower Burma is intersected by chains of 
hills, running north and south, between which flow the 
prin cipal riversi^ the Irawadl, the, Sittaunje. and the 
oouniffv TTgineraW lefta 

ihelrawadi is the only large level tract. 

Productions, etc. — Agriculture is the chief occupation 
of the people. Csfebon^and silk 
t^me Jh BJ TOgipgJ exj5ta£t§>.»re jipfc 

S , cotton, and hides ; the principal w^top 

. raw silk, and betel-nut. 
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Political 

centre, Peou I the sonthT^ESZ&NASSERiM Pr 9 j||C^^^^ 

Totvns. 

^BAKAN.— ;-.AJj:yalD», near the month of the Knladan 
River, exports large quantities of rice. Kyouk-pyu, 
with a fineTiarl^ytlT, is W 

AqiJ — J^ngdO dji ah eastern branch ofthe Irawadi^ 
|8 *0aecapiM 01 Burma, '“‘and ha6 cdhsicTerable trade 
m ncelhd^ The is 180,000. West- 

ward, on a branch of the Irawadi, ^agseln ; northward, 
on the Irawadi, eastward^ oiT* the Sittaung, 

Tomiff -a- IB • 

Tenasseeim. — The chief town is Moulmein, near the 
mouth of the Sal win, with a large timber trade ; in the 
south, Tavoy and Mergui. 

Upper Burma. 

Upper Burma lies to the north of Pegu and Siam, and is 
bounded on the west by Arakan and Assam. It is more 
than double the size of Lower Burma, but has a smaller 
population. 

Towns.— new city % 

Imyiadi. Amarapura and A'va, former capitals now 
desertedi are in the neighbourhood. Jg|i am O^injhe north^^ 
js the seat of the overland trade with CI3Aa« 

Siam. 

Siam is situated to the east of Pegu and the Tenasserim 
Provinces, and north of the Gulf of Siam. It also includes 
the northern half of the Malay Peninsula. Part of Eastern 
Siam was lately annexed by the Erench. 

People. — The population is estimated at 6 millions. The 
Siamese greatly resemble the Burmese. A tuft of hair 
is worn on the top of the head. There are many Chinese 
settlers ; Shans are numerous in the north, and Malays 
in the south. 

Gt>v®aNMEiCT.~The government is despotic* The brother, 
or son, of the sovereigii is termed the second kiug> and has 
considerable ii^ueneei 

4 Towns.— JB a^gkok, the capital, is 20 miles from the 
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mouth of the Menam. About half of the population live 
in floating houses, built on bamboo rafts, which are moored^ 
to posts fixed in the river. The trade is chiefly in the 
hands of Chinese. Asruthia, the ancient capital, is higher 
ap the same river. Ohieng-mai is a trading town in the 
north-west. 


Annam and French Possessions. 

The eastern coast of the Indo-Chinese Peninsula in- 
cludes,, lONO-UlN, or Tong-King, in the north ; i NimA^ south 
country) in the middle ; and in the 

south. Tonquin has been seized by the French, and the 

ofjKstersw . 

T;wN8,---In Tonquin, Hanoi, on the river Sangkoi 
Haiphong is the chief seaport. In 
coast, is fortified in the 

European style. 

French Cochin-China lies to the south-west of Annam, 
and includes the delta of the Mekong. Cambodia, to the 
north-west of French Cochin-China, is under France. ^ 

Towns.-— Saigon, the capital of French Cochin-China, is 
on a branch of the Mekong. Udong, the former capital 
of Cimbodia, is inland. 

• Laos, or the Shan Country. 

The Shan Country is situated near the centre of the 
Peninsula. It is innabited by numerous tribes, partly 
subject to the surrounding kingdoms, partly independent. 

It is fiec|uently called Laos, — the name of one of the 
principal tnbes. 

Malaya. 

The Malayan Peninsula is chiefly divided into numerous 
smaU States, the more northern of which are subject to the 
King of Siam ; while those in the south are under native 
rulers; Qusdah^ horn the Raja of which the Bast India 
Company obtained Wellesl^ Provinoe, and Perak in the 
north, with Johore in the south, are the principal States. 

1 Fastened, as ships. 
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Straits Settlements. 

The Straits Settlements inclndc the islands of Singa- 
pore and Penang, with Wellesley Province and 
Malacca in the Malayan Peninsula. 

Singapore is situated on a small island at the southern 
extremity of Malaya. Its commerce is very extensive. 

Malacca is a district in4he west of Malayat with a town 
of the same name. 

Penang (befcel-nut) is a small fertile island, off the west 
coast of Malaya. Wellesley Province is a district on the 
mainland, opposite Penang. 

THE CHINESE EMPIRE. 

The Chinese Empire is bounded on the north by Asiatic 
Russia ; on the east by the Pacific ; on the south by the 
Indo-Chinese Peninsula and India ; and on the west by 
Turkistan. 

It contains about 4| millions of square miles, and 
a population estimated at 380 millions. It is usually 
reckoned the third empire in the worl d in exte nt, and the 
fiprt in populalidn. ^ ^ . 

Tte principal divisions are China Proper, Manchu'rta, 
Mongo'lia, Tibet', and Eastern Turkistan. 
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Chin’ A Proper, 

China Proper, in the south-east, is about the same size 
lis India, but contains a larger population. It is the 
richest and most populous part of the Empire. 

Surface. — The greater part of China consists of a suc- 
cession of river-valleys, divided by ranges of high land. 

Rivers. — TheYang-tse and the Hoangho are the twoj 
largest rivers. The PeihO and Canton are smaller rivers! 

Islands. — Hainan' in the south ; Pormo'sa, on thej 
east coast now belongs to Japan. 

Climatjl — The climate is hot in summer and cold in 
winter. The north is much colder than the south. 

Minerals. — Copper, zinc, and quicksilver, are found in 
the western mountains ; coal is plentiful in the north ; 
but the most valuable mineral production is ka'olin, a 
white clay of the finest quality. 

Vegetables. — Rice and tea are the principal objects of 
cultivation. Paper is made from the bamboo, which is 
plentiful. 

People. — The Chinese belong to the Mongolian race. 
They are ingemo^7^fi^'fi”^^^oii^ Ifi1lTP§specff^^^ 

They are much attached to ancient customs, and have a 
great contempt for other nations. 

Manufactures. — Silk, porcelain, and lacquered ware. 

Commence. — T he pruioipa l "iMygyfs a^ q^m^ cotton, 
and wo ollen goods ; the e.ivoria] tea, silk, and^ gar . 

wvERNMENT.---TFe 'bmp6t*or has fies^tTc The 

pri^ipal officer are called Man^rm^man-da-reens') . 

Many 

of the highermasses ar^ follbwers of Confucius. The 
worship of ancestors is universal. 

Political Divisions. — China is divided into 18 Prov- 
inces, each about half the size of the Madras Presidency. 

Cities. — Peking (Northern Court)# the capital, is 
situated in the north-east, near the Riv^r Peiho, The 
population is estiinated at 500,000. 

Kanking (Southern Court), pp "^Iing^tse, was the 
ancient capital^ auji though grenttly dfclipf d, is still noted 
for its olom manufactures* 

Canton, in the south, on the Canton River, was till 1842 
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the only place which foreign nations were allowed to 
visit. 

Foar additional ports were thrown open in 1842 : Amoy 
and Foochow, opposite Formosa ; Ningpo, opposite the 
Island of Chusan. noted for its silk trade ; and Shanghai, 
near the mouth of the Yang-tse, the chief port of China. 
Other ports were afterwards opened. 

Hankow, on the Yang-tse, 700 miles from the sea, is 
a large trading town. Tientsin, on the River Peiho, is 
the port of Peking. ChefOO is south-east of Tientsin. 
SwatOW, east of Canton, has a large foreign trade. 

Foreign Possessions. — Macao (Makow), belonging to the 
Portuguese, and Hong Kong, ^ to the English, are two small 
islands south of Canton. 


COREA. 

Corea, a peninsula to the north-east, is a kingdom 

formerly tributary to China. T lie cap M k Eeui. Tiear 

the centre, in the west. ^ 

MANCHURIA. 

1^^ANCHURIA lies north of Corea, and south v of the Amur. 
A great part of the country now belongs to Russia. The 
Manchus conquered China in 1644. The eapif|f 1 ^ 

ou'la, in the sput^ Moukdcn watsT^ ancient capital. 

MONGOLIA. t 

Mongolia, to the west of Manchuria, includes the great 
Desert Qlflal^JLQr Shamo . The infiaSifanls"^^ rude 
Tarlarlribes, who wiS3erover the immense plains, sub- 
sisting upon their flocks and herds. Urga', south of Lake 

Baikal^ is the c h i ef city . ^ 

^ YiUNalRiA is a territory to the west of Mongolia. Hulja . 
on the river Hi, is the chief town. 

TIBET. 

Tibet, situated to the north of India, forms the highest 
part of the table-land of Asia, and is surrounded on allsldes 
by ranges of lofty mountains. It contains several lakes, 
and the s pur<^ of th e Indus, Suttej, a nd Brahmap utra. 

1 Hong'Kong means teaffn. 
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Some grain is raised in the valleys, but the people are 


strbhg and hardy. The country is ruled by^iceroys from 
China. 

Religion. — " Tibet is the chief seat of the worsihip of 
B a dd ha, wh o is supposeSTtoTive in the person of the Grand 

Lamiaii^^ 

To^. — I|M§.§A^r Ll^ssa, the caplJg.1, is the residence 
of the GrandLama.^' ^ 


rao^ . They are 
ly viceroys from 


EASTERN TURKISTAN. 

A Muhammadan, called Yakoob Beg, made himself 
master of this Chinese Province for several years, and 
assumed the title of Amir. He was afterwards murdered, 
and the Chinese have recovered possession of the Province. 
Yark and and Kash^r are trading towns. 

Japan. 

The Empire of Japan consists of the islands of Nippon, or 
Hondo, Yezo, Kiu8hiu,Shikoku,Formosa, and many smaller 
onesi situated in the Pacific Ocean, to the east of China, 

People. — The population exceeds 40 millions. The 
J apanese belong to the Mongolian family. They are polite, 
fond of fl<Vers, and tastefm ornaments. 

Manufactures. — ;Sil ks cotton^ porcelain , and lacquered^ 
ware.^ Paper is used for many purposes. 

CoMMEROE.~Ootton and woollen goods are the chief 
imports; raw silk, tea, rice and lacquered- ware^ are the 
principal ejsports. 

Government, etc, — The '' The Venerable,^^ is 

again supreme ruler, an<rconsiaelral)le advance is being 
made in civilization. 

Religion.— -Shintoism and Buddhism are the prevailing 
religions. 

TowKS.----3Qi;R^ now caJled Tokio, (Eastern Capital) 
the capital, ii;i the east of Nippon, is much larger than 
C^alout ta. Yokohama is the port of Tokio. 

1 Arfciclea covered with a smooth shininf Tarnish. 
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Osa'ka, in the south-west of Nippon, is next in size to 
Yedo. KiOtO^ was the capital of the Mikado. Naga- 
sa'ki, on the island of Kiushiu, was long the only port 
at which foreign trade was permitted, j ^ormosa was 
lately taken fro m China. 

ASIATIC RUSSIA. 

Asiatic Russia includes all the north of Asia. The 
principal divisions are Siberia in the north ; the Caucasian 
Provinces in the south-west ; and Russian Turristan in 
Central Asia. The area exceeds 6 millions of square 
miles, one-half larger than that of Europe ; but the popula- 
tion is only about 18 millions. 

SIBERIA. 

Siberia stretches across the entire north of Asia. 

Surface. — Siberia consists chiefly of a vast plain, rising 
very gradiiaUy from the Arctic Ocean to the Altai Moun- 
tains, and traversed by the Obii Yenisei, and Lena, 
which are amongst the largest and slowest rivers in the 
world. The Amur flows eastward, forming part of the 
boundary between Siberia and Manchuria. In the south- 
west there are sandy plains; the south-eastern districts 
are mountainous. 

CLiMATE.—The north of Siberia lies within the Frigid 
Zone. Piercing blasts sweep over the country from the 
Arctic Ocean, and the ground is covered a great part of 
the year with snow. 

Minerals. — Siberia is one of the richest districts for 
metals in the Old World, yielding large quantities of gold, 
silver, and plat'ina.^ 

Vegetation.— The marshy plains in the north, called 
Tundras, are frozen for nine months in the year ; the 
centre consists of plains, some grassy, others salt deserts ; 
in the south, there are vast forests. Barley and rye are 
raised in some of the wanner parts. 

ANIMALS.--The country abounds with wild animals, 
which are iinnt^ for their soft and beautiful furs. 

1 Kioto means Western Capiial. 2 Long Point, 3 A kind of metal vtry 
difficult to melt. 
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People. — The population is about 5 millions. Nearly 
one-half of the inhabitants are Europeans, many of them 
sentenced to work in the mines. The native inhabitants 
are chiefly wandering tribes. 

Commerce — Metals and furs are the principal exports. 
Tea in the form of bricks, silk, dc., are imported from 
China. 

Divisions.— S iberia is divided into rwo great sections, 

I Eastern ahd Western Siberia. 

Eastern Siberia. — Capital, Irkutsk, near Lake Baikal. 

Kamtchatka or Kamtscliatka, is a large peninsula 
to the east of Siberia. 

The Aleutian Islands extend between Kamtchatka 
and America. The large island of Sagbalien lies south- 
ward of the Amur. VladivOStOCk, a port in the south, 
is to be connected by rail with St. Petersburg. 

Western Siberia. — Chief town, Tobolsk', at the junc- 
tion of the Tobol and Irtish, a place of considerable trade. 

THE TRANS-CAUCASIAN PROVINCES. 

The country is mountainous, well-watered, and fertile. 

The climate is hot in summer, but very cold in winter. 

The Georgian women are celebrated for their beauty. 

Most of the hill tribes are Muhammadans : the Georgians 
are Chris^ans of the Greek Church 

Towns. — Tlflls, the capital, is situated on the river Kur, 

Brivan' is the chief town in Russian Armenia ; Kars, 
to the north-west, was taken from the Tu^ks in 1872. 

RUSSIAN TURKISTAN OR CENTRA! ASIA. 

Russian Central Asia now^ includes a great part of the 
country between the Caspian and Eastern Turkistan. 

The inhabitants are rude tribesi formerly notorious for 
slave dealing. They are Muhammadans, of the Sunni 
sect, and bitterly hate the Persians, who are Shiahs. 

Towns. — ^Eastward, Kbokan ; north-west, Tashkend , 
westward, from Khokan, Samarkand, now connected by 
rail with the Caspian ; south-west, Merv. 

4 
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Central Turkistan. 

Central Turkistan is divided from Eastern Turkista 
by the Pamir Plateau. 

Central Turkistan was formeidy divided into tl 
three Khanates^ of Khokan in the east ; Bokha'ra^ in tl 
centre ; and Khiva (Kee'va) in the west ; with som 
smaller districts claiming independence. Russia hs 
annexed the whole of Khokan, and large portions c 
Bokhara and Khiva. The two remaining Khanates ar 
virtually subject to Russia. 

Towns. — Bokliara, noted for its numerous Muham 
madan schools, has considerable trade. Khiva, south o 
the Sea of Aral, once had a large slave market. 


Afghanistan. 


Ab^ghanistan is bounded on the noi'th by Russia 
Turkistan ; on the east by India ; on the south by Balu 
Chistan ; and on the west by Persia. 

Climate. —T he heat is very great in summer, and th 
cold is severe in winter. 

Productions. — Though much of the surface consists o: 
arid deserts and rocky mountains, there are some tracti 
of great fertility, yielding grain, cotton, and fine fruits 
Horses, cattle, and sheep are reared. 

People. — The country is inhabited by various rude anc 
fierce tribes, with high and harsh features, long beards 
and shaggy^ mantles of skins. 

Towns. — Kabul, or Cabul, the capital, situated on thi 
Kabul River, in the north- east, has considerable trade. 

Eastwardi at the entrance of the Khyber Pass 
Jalalabad, on the Kabul, noted for its defence by Sii 
Robert Sale, during the Afghan war; south-west of Kabul 
Q-hazni, the capital of Mahmud, the invader of Hindustan 
south-west, Kandahar', on a tributary of the Helmund 

Near the north-western frontier, Herat? which hai 
been repeatedly attacked by the Persians. Balkh/ in tht 
north, now in ruins, was once a splendid city. 

1 ('ouri tries ruled by Khans. 2 The nanie means “ Treasury of Sciences.* 
3 Rough. 4 It has been called the Mother of Cities. 
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Baluchistan. 

Baluchistan is situated between Afghanistan and the 
Arabian Sea. 

The country consists of alternate rocks, mountains, and 
deserts. 

The inhabitants are chiefly pastoral tribes, much given 
to plunder and bloodshed. 

Kelat', in the north-east, 8,000 feet above the sea, is 
the principal town. 

British Baluchistan. — A part of Baluchistan has been 
occupied by the English to protect India, from invasion, 
Quetta, near the head of the Bolan Pass, is the prin- 
cipal station, connected with Sind by rail. 

Persia. 

Persia is bounded on the north by Asiatic Russia and 
the Caspian Sea ; on the east by Afghanistan and Balu- 
chistan ; on the south by the Persian Gulf ; and on the 
west by Asiatic Turkey. 

Surface. — The interior consists of a high table-land, sur- 
rounded by mountains. The central and eastern parts are 
composed chiefly of salt and sandy deserts. Towards the 
north and west ^ there are some tracts of great fertility. 
The rivers are few and small. Salt lakes are numerous. 

People. — The population is estimated at 9 millions. 
The Persians are lively and polite. The country likewise 
contains a large number of rude, wandering tribes. 

Manufactures. — The Persians excel in the manufacture 
of carpets, shawls, and sword-blades. Silks, opium, and 
dried fruits are the principal articles of export. 

Relig ion .—-The Persians are chiefly Muhammadans of 
the Shiah sect. There are some Armenian Christians. 

Government. — The Shah, or king, is a despot, and with- 
out a trial can put any of his subjects to death, 

Citibs.^Tehbran', the capital, larger than Delhi, is 
situated in the north. 

Tabriz, in the north-west, is the most commercial city 
in Persia. 
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Ispahan', south of Teheran, was the capital under the 
caliphs, and still has considerable trade. Yezd, towards 
the centre, and Meshed' in the north-east, are two chief 
seats of the caravan trade. Shiraz, east of the Persian 
Gulf, contains the tombs of Hafiz and Sadi, two famous 
Persian poets, and is noted for its wine and roses. 

Bushire^ (bu-sheer), on the Persian Gulf, is the 
principal seaport. 


Akabia. 

Arabia is a large peninsula, foiming the south-western 
comer of Asia. It is bounded on the north by Asiatic 



Tomb cf Muhammad ai Medina » 

1 Properly Abii*Bhehr, “ father of cities.' 
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Turkey ; on the east by the Persian Gulf ; on the south 
by the Arabian Sea ; and on the west by the Red Sea. 

Surface. — A narrow belt of sandy lowland runs round 
the coast. The interior consists chiefly of a vast plateau, 
with a hilly region in the centre. Mount Sinai is a 
celebrated peak between the Gulfs Of Suez and Ak'aba 
at the head of the Red Sea. A chain of mountains 
extends along the western and southern coasts. The 
central part of the plateau is fertile, and there are 
scattered ; but much of the north and south consists 
of sandy deserts. There is no navigable river in the 
whole countiy. 

Climate. — Arabia is one of the hottest and driest 
countries in the world. It is subject to a scorching wind, 
called the Simoom^ or poison-blast. 

Vegetables. — Jawari,^ a kind of millet, and dates form 
the principal articles of food. Coffee is grown in the 
south-west. 

Animals. — Arabia is famous for its noble breed of 
horses ; but the most useful animal is the camel. 

People. — The inhabitants consist of two classes. The 
Arabs with fixed abodes are somewhat civilised. The 
wandering Arabs, called Bedouins (bed'-oo-eens), “ dwellers 
in the desert,” are wild and fierce, living by their flocks 
and pluniJjBr, The papulation is estimated at 6 millions. 

Religion. — The Arabs are Muhammadans. 

Towns. — Mecca, the birth-place of Muhammad, is about 
40 miles inland from the Red Sea. It is much visited by 
pilgrims. Jidda is the port of Mecca. 

Medina* (me-dee'-na), north of Mecca, contains the 
tomb of Muhammad. 

Sana, an inland town in the south, is the capital of 

Yemen. 

Mocha, near the Strait of Babelraandeb, was the port 
from which coffee was shipped. It is now deserted, 

A'den, near the entrance to the Red Sea, belongs to the 
English. 

Muscat, on the east coast, is a place of considerable 


l Sometimes called dourm, 2 Town. 
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trade, and the capital of the Snltan of Oman, the principal 
chief of Arabia. 


ASIATIC TURKEY. 

Asiatic Turkey is the most westerly country in Asia, 
It is bounded on the north by the Black Sea and Asiatic 
Russia ; on the east by Persia ; on the south by Arabia 
and the Mediterranean ; and on the west by the Mediter- 
ranean. It is about half the size of India. 

The principal divisions are Asia Mi’nor, Syria, part of 
Armenia, Kurdistan or Assyria Al-Jezi'eah (al-je-zee'- 
rah), or Mesopotamia, Irak Ar'abi, or Chaldea ; and 
Aramstan, or Turkish Arabia. 

ASIA MINOR. 

Asia Minor (Lesser Asia) is a large peninsula, lying 
between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. 

Surface. — The interior consists of an elevated table-land, 
bounded on the north by ranges of hills extending along 
the shore of the Black Sea, and on the south by the Taurus 
chain. 

Rivers. — The longest river is the Kizil Irmak (Red 
River), the ancient Ealysj and next to it, the Sakarla, 
both of which flow into the Black Sea. The Meander 
(me-an'-der), Hermus, and SarabaU fall into the 
Archipelago. 

Climate. — The climate is temperate and pleasant. 

Productions. — Wheat, rice, maize, sngar, fruits, and 
cotton, are the principal vegetable productions ; but, on 
account of oppression, agriculture is much neglected. 

A breed of goats is found at Ango'ra, furnishing fine 
silky hair, used in the manufacture of shawls. 

People. — The inhabitants are chiefly Turks ; but Greeks, 
Armenians, and Jews, are numerous and increasing. The 
Turks are Muhammadans. Most of the Christians belong 
to the Greek Church. 

The principal divisions are Anat'olia,^ in the west ; 

1 Anatolia means tbe same as the Levant ^ rimnqs or the East. It was so 
called by the Greeks. 
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Karamaniil in the centre, and Roum, or Sivas, in the 
north-east. 

Towns. — Smyr'na, in the west, is the largest city in 
the country, and a place of great trade. 

Scu'tari, on the Bos'porns, is the eastern suburb of 
Constantinople. 

AngO'ra, towards the centre, is noted for its silky-* 
haired goats. Sinope (sin-o'-pe) and Treb'lzond are 
ports on the Black Sea. Konieh, the ancient Iconium, lies 
south from Angora. Sivas', the capital of Roum, in the 
north-east, is near the source of the Kizil Irmak. 

Tar'SUS, on the Cydnusj is situated in the south-east. 

Islands. — Cyprus is a large and fertile island in the 
Mediterranean, now under British rule. 

SYRIA, INCLIDING PALESTINE. 

Syr'ia lies between the Euphrates and the Mediterranean. 
It is bounded on the north by the Taurus Range, and on 
the south by Arabia. 

People. — The Turks are the dominant race, but Arabs 
are numerous. Mount Lebanon is inhabited by two tribes, 
the Mar^onites and Drusesy who are nearly independent. 

Towns. — Alep'po, nearly midway between the Eu- 
phrates and the Mediterranean, is the chief city in 
N^orthern Syria. 

Antiol^h, now AntaliiUy on the 0 routes, was a cele- 
brated city in ancient times. 

Damascus, situated on a well-watered plain, to the 
north-east of Palestine, is now^ connected by rail with 
Beyrout. 

Beyrout, the port of Damascus, is the largest town on 
the coast of Syria. 

Palestine, or the Holy Land, forms tlie south-west 
portion of Syria. It is a small country, celebrated as the 
scene of most of the events mentioned in Scripture. The 
J ordau is the principal river. 

Towns, — Jerusalem, the capital, is one of the oldest 
and most celebrated cities in the world. 

Northward on the coasL Saida, the ancient Sidon ; 
south of Saida, Tsour, the ancient Tyre, now a small 
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village inhabited by fishermen. North of the Bay of Acre, 
Acre, noted for its sieges. Jaffa, the ancient Joppa ^ is 
the port of Jerusalem, with which it is connected by rail ; 
south-west, G-aza, a trading town on the route to Egypt. 

ARMENIA. 

Arme'nia is situated south-east of the Black Sea. The 
eastern part of this Province was annexed by Russia in 
the late war. 

The country contains elevated table-lands and moun- 
tains, interspersed with beautiful valleys. Three empires, 
Turkey, Russia, and Persia, meet at Mount Ararat on the 
eastern frontier. Its summit, upwards of three miles in 
he^ht, is covered with perpetual snow. 

The Euphrates flows southward. The Kur, with its 
tributary the Aras, runs eastward into the Caspian Sea. 

The Armenian Christians were lately cruelly treated 
by the Turks. 

Towns. — Brzeroum, the capital, is situated near the 
centre j south-east, Van, on Lake Van, a salt lake. 

KDRDTSTAN or ASSYRIA. 

Kurdistan, the ancient Assthia, is situated to the south 
of Armenia, and north of the Tigris. 

The Kurds are a fierce pastoral race, much given to 
robbery. Their religion is Muhammadanism, mtxed with 
Parsiism and devil-worship. 

The ruins of Nineveh ard on the banks of the Tigris, 

AL-JEZIRAH, (U* MESOPOTAMIA. 

Al-Jezirah, the ancient Mesopotamia, lies between the 
Euphrates and Tigris, to the south of Kurdistan. 

Towns. — The capital, Mosul, on the Tigris, was once 
noted for its fine cloths, called muslins. 

iRAK-ARABI, or CHALDEA. 

Irak-Ar'abi (Irak of the Arabs), the ancient Babylonia, 
lies along the lower courses of the Tigris and Euphifates, 
which unite before entering the. Persian Gulf. It was 
deoe very fertile, but much of it is now a desert. 
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Towns. — Baghdad, on the Tigris, once the splendid 
capital of the Caliphs, has still a large caravan trade. 

Hilleh, on the Euphrates, south of Baghdad, is situated 
amid the ruins of ancient Babylon. 

Bas'SOra, or Basra, on the Shat-eUAraby^ the united 
stream of the Euphrates and Tigris, has extensive com- 
merce. 


EUROPE. 

Europe, the smallest but most powerful and enlightened 
division of the globe, is situated in the north-western part 
of the Eastern Hemisphere. It is bounded on the north 
by the Arctic Ocean ; on the east by the Ural Mountains, 
the Ural River, and the Caspian ; on the south by the 
Caucasus Range, the Black Sea, and the Mediterranean : 
and on the west by the Atlantic Ocean. 

The area is nearly four millions of square miles. 

General Aspect. — Europe forms a vast peninsula, jutting 
out from W estern Asia, and broken up into several smaller 

])e n insul as . 1‘gliMrka^^^^^ its 

inland seas, and the consequent length of its c6ast 


Countries. 

The principal countries of Europe are the following : — 
In the North-West, 

Great Britain and Ireland, Norw ay and Sweden. 

In the North-Eastern Plain. 

Russia, Prussia, Denmark, Holland, Belgium. 

In the Oentral Mountain-Lands. 

France, Switzerland, German States, Austria-Hungary. 
In the Southern Peninsulas, 

Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Roumania, 
AND Servia. 


1 River of the Arabs. 
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Seas and Gulfs. 

The White Sea, in the north of Russia, is an arm of 
the Arctic Ocean, 

The BartiC sea^ lies between Russia, Prussia, and 
Sweden. Its northern arm is called the Gulf Of Bothnia ; 
its eastern, the Gulf Of Finland. 

The North Sea, or German Ocean, lies between 
Britain and the Continent. 

The Irish Sea is between England and Ireland. 

The Bay of Biscay, noted for its stormy rough seas, is 
a broad arm of the Atlantic, to the west of France and 
north of Spain. 

The Mediterranean Sea separates Europe and Africa. 

The Adriatic Sea is an arm of the Mediterranean, 
between Italy and Turkey. The Archipelago, or 
2Ejge'an Sea, is a part of the Mediteiranean, between 
Greece and Asiatic Turkey. The eastern part of the 
Mediterranean is called the Levant^. 

The Sea of Mar'mora lies between European Turkey 
and Asia Minor. 

The Black Sea forms the northern boundary of Asia 
Minor. The Sea Of Az'ov is a shallow lake, connected 
writh the Black Sea, 


Islands. v 

In the Arctic Ocean, Nova Zem'bla^ and Spitz- 
toergen.^ 

In the Atlantic Ocean, Great Britain, Ireland, and 
Iceland, 

In the Mediterranean : Cor'sica, Sardinia, Sicily, 
Marta, and Can'dia, the ancient Orefe, 

Straits, 

The Sound is the chief entrance into the Baltic ; the 
Strait of Do'ver connects the North Sea with the English 
Channel ; the Strait of Gibraltar joins the Mediter- 
ranean to the Atlantic ; the Dardanelles (dar-da-nelz'), 

1 Sea of JBelfti, or Strait. 2 Risin^r, or the 3 New Land. A1««o called 

Novaia Zemlia, 4 Peaked mountains. 
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Dr Hellespontj^ unites the Archipelago with the Sea of 
Marmora ; the Strait Of Constantinople, or Bos'porns,'^ 
the Sea of Marmora and the Black Sea. 

Capes. 

North Cape is on an island in Norway. Nordkyn- 
is the most northerly point of the mainland of Europe ; 
Cape Ro'ca, or the Bock of Lisbon^ in Portugal, the 
most westerly point ; and Tarifa (ta-ree'-fa)» in Spain, 
the most southerly point. Cape Matapan' is the south- 
ern point of Greece. 

Peninsulas. 

The principal Peninsulas are Scandina'via, including 
Norway and Sweden ; Jutland, in the north of I)cnmark ; 
Spain and Portugal ; Italy, Greece, and the Crime'a 
(kri-me'-a) in the south of Russia. 

Mountains. 

There are two principal Mountain Regions, — the larger 
in the south, the smaller in the north-west. 

The Cau'casus Range, on the south-eastern frontier, 
contains Mount Elburz, miles in height, the loft^’est 
peak in Europe. 



l Sea, of Belle. 2 Ox-passaj?e; so narrow that an os might swim across. 
8 North Bead. 
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The Alps form the centre of High Europe. Mont 
Blanc^ (blawng), the highest peak, is nearly three miles 
in height. 

The Ap ennines traverse the Peninsula of Italy. 

The Carpa'thian Mountains are situated in the 
north-east of Austria. 

The Balkan' Mountains extend from the Black Sea 
westward through Turkey. 

The Pyr'enees separate France from Spain. 

The Scandinavian Mountains extend along the 
coast of Norway. 

The Grrampian Mountains traverse Scotland. 

Volcanoes. — The principal active volcanoes in Europe 
are Vesuvius near Naples; Etna in Sicily; Hecla in 
Iceland. 


Plains and Table Lands. 

The north-east of Europe is an immense plain, occupying 
nearly two-thirds of the Continent. 

The Plain of the Danube is next in size, though 
grqatly inferior. 

The Plateau of Spain is the largest and highest in 
Europe. 


Rivkbs. 

The greater part of Europe slopes towards the south- 
east ; the other slope is towards the north-west. 

On the North-West Slope. 

The Petcho'ra flows into the Arctic Ocean. 

The Dwl'na (dwee'-na) falls into the White Sea. 

The Vis'tula and Oder flow into the Baltic* 

The Elbe, Weser, Rhine, Meuse, or MsASt and 
Thames (temz), fall into the North Sea. 

The Seine (sane), Loire (Iwar), Oaron'ne* Douro, 
Ta'gus, Q-uadia'na, and Ouadalquiv'er, fall into the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

meaiig white. It i« so called from Ijeing always covered with snow. 
Mont Blanc has the same ineaninj? as 
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On the South-East Slope. 

The Ebro and Rhone flow into the Mediterranean. 
The Po falls into the Adriatic Sea. 

The Dan'ube, the second river of Europe, the Dniester 
(neester), and the Dnieper (neeper), flow into the Black 
Sea. 

The Don enters the Sea of Azov. 

The Volga, the largest river of Europe, and the Ural 
flow into the Caspian Sea. 


The principal lakesare Lad'oga, the largest, and One'ga 
in Russia ; Wener and Wetter in Sweden ; Q-ene'va 
and Con'Stance in Switzerland : G-arda in Italy. 

Climate and Productions. 

Europe lies wholly within the North Temperate Zone^ 
except a small portion within the North Frigid Zone. The 
climate is milder than that of any other region in the Tem- 
perate Zone. The northern parts are cold : the southern^ 
warm. There is no special rainy season. 

Minerals. — Iron, lead, copper, tin, mercury, coal and 
salt, are the principal mineral productions. 

Vegetables. — Wheat, rice, maize, the sugar-cane, to- 
bacco, the^^ine, the orange, and the olive, are cultivated in 
the south, and there are forests of cork and chestnut trees. 

The vine grows in the warmer parts of the central 
regions; but cornfields and green meadows form the 
leading feature in the vegetation. Potatoes are abundant ; 
apples, pears, and chestnuts, are the principal fruits. 
Hemp and flax are largely cultivated in the centre and 
east. The trees are the oak, beech, fir, dc. 

Barley and rye are raised in the north, and there are 
large forests of pine. Vegetation becomes scanty towards 
the polar regions, till at last lichens and mosses are the 
only plants which will grow. 

Animals — The horse, ox, sheep, goat, pig, and dog, are 
the principal domestic animals. The reindeer is found in 
the north, and the camel in the south of Russia Wolves 
and bears are the chief beasts of prey. 
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The birds are not remarkable for beauty, but some of 
them have very sweet notes. 

The silkworm is reared in the south. 

People. — The population amounts to about 360 millions. 

The inhabitants of Europe belong almost entirely to the 
Caucasian race ; the remainder are Mongolians. 

Industries. — The people of Europe greatly surpass 
those of most other parts of the earth in agriculture^ manu- 
factures, and commerce. 

Government. — The prevailing Governments are absolute 
or limited monarchies. 

Learning. — Education is more general than in most 
«)ther parts of the globe. The greatest discoveries in science 
have been made in Europe, and its authors have pro- 
duced the finest works of literature. 

Religion. — ISTearly all the inhabitants of Europe are 
professing Christians. The three great divisions are : 
followers of the Greek Church in the east; Roman Catholics 
in the south ; and Protestants^ in the north. There are 
some Muhammadans in Turkey and Russia. 


vX THE BRITISH ISLANDS. 


The British Islands, situated in the west of Europe 
between the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, form the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.' Formerly 
they were divided into several independent states, the 
principal of which were England, Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland. 

Great Britain is the largest island in Europe. It is 
divided into England and Wales in the south, and Scotland 
in the north. 


England and Wales. 


England and Wales are bounded on the north by Scot- 
land ; on the east by the North Sea; on the south by 
the English Channel; and on the west by the Atlantic 
Ocean, St. George’s Channel, and the Irish Sea. 

1 The Protestantb are so called from their or makinif ft declaration 

against certain doctrines of the Ohurch of Rome. 
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Coast. — The coast is indented, especially on the west. 

The principal openings in the land are : — 

On the East Coast : Mouth of the Humber, the 
Wash, and Mouth of the Thames. 

On the West Coast : Bristol Channel, Car'dlgan 
Bay, Mouth of the Mersey, More'cambe Bay, and 
Sorway Firth. 

Capes. — On the East Coast ; Flam'borough' Head 
and Spurn Head, in Yorkshire; the North Foreland, 
in Kent. 

On the South Coast : the South Foreland, in Kent ; 
Beachy Head, in Sussex ; the Needles, off the Isle of 
Wight ; Lizard Point and Land’s End, in Cornwall. 

On the West Coast : St. David’s Head, in South Wales, 
and Q-reat Orme’S Head, the most northerly point of 
Wales. 

Islands. — The Isle of Wight, off Hampshire ; the 
Channel Islands, near the coast of France; Scilly (silly) 
Islands, off Cornwall ; An'glesea, the largest island, off 
the north of Wales ; the Isle Of Man, in the Irish Sea. 

Suufaoe. — E ngland is for the most part a level or gently 
undula ting‘d country, but there are a few mountain ranges 
of moderate elevation in the west. 

There fere three principal mountainous districts. 

The Pen ’nine Chain^ extends from Oheviot Hills, 
on the Scottish border, to the Peak in Derbyshire. 

The Cumbrian Q-roup, circular in shape, lies to the 
west of the Pennine Chain, and contains Scawfell, the 
highest mountain in England. 

The Cambrian Mountains traverse the greater part 
of Wales Sbowdon,^ about three quarters of a mile in 
height, is the highest mountain in England or Wales. 

The Devonian Range extends ^eastward from Corn- 
wall. The elevation is only about one-half that of the 
other ranges. 

1 So called from the flame, or liprlitbouso upon it. 2 Risinpr an d falling like 
wavea. 3j3o called from the old British word, a hill. 4 So called from 
Cambria, bb© ancient name of Wales. 6 Smwdm means 
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Rivers. 

X 

> 'The principal drainage of England is towards the east ; 
the west slope is next in importance. The sonth coast 
drains into the English Channel. 

On the East Slope. 

The Tyne, the Wear, and the Tees, in the north, flow 
into the North Sea. They are great coal-shipping rivers. 

The Ouse (ooz) and the Trent, by their pin ct ion, form 
the Humber. 

The Q-reat Ouse falls into the Wash. 

The Thames, in the south, the largest river in England, 
flows into the North Sea. 

The Med'way has a north-easterly course, and falls 
into the month of the Thames. 

On the SotUh Slope. 

The A'von flows into the English Channel. 

The Ta'mar enters Plymouth Sound. 

On the West Slope. 

The Severn, the second largest river, flows southward 



Skating cn the ice in winter. 
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The Wye flows southward into tbe mouth of the 
Severn. 

The Mer'sey flows westward into the Irish Sea. 

The l](ieil flows northward into the Solway Firth . 

Climate and Productions. 

Climate. — The climate of Fngland is moist, but tem- 
perate and healthy. The western and southern coasts are 
warmer than the eastern, and receive a larger supply of 
rain. 

Minbrals. — Iron, copper, tin, lead, coal, and salt, are 
found in large quantities, chiefly in the northern and 
western districts. 

Vegetables. — The soil is generally fertile, and the fields 
are covered with rich verdure the whole year. The trees, 
however, for the most part, lose their leaves in winter* 
Wheat, barley, and oats, are the grains chiefly cultivated ^ 
rice will not ripen. Potatoes and turnips are grown 
extensively. Apples, pears, plums, cherries, gooseberries, 
and strawberries, are some of the principal fruits. The 
teak does not grow, but the oak, beech, fir, &c., are ^^alnable 
trees. 

Animals. — Horses, oxen, and sheep, are numerous and 
exoellentf There are some foxes, but no dangerous beasts 
of prey are now found in tbe country. The fisheries are 
productive. 


People, Manufactures, etc. 

The population of England and Wales is about 2^ 
millions. The inhabitants of England belong to the 
Teutonic race ; those of Wales are chiefly Celtic. 

Manufactures. — Britain is the greatest manufacturing 
country in the world. The chief manufactures are those 
of cotton# iron and other metals, wool, silk, linen, leather, 
soto, earthenware, and glass. 

CoMMiECB. — The commerce of the United Kingdom is 
more eafflensive than that of any other nation in ancient or 
modern times. 
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The principal Imports are grain, cotton, wool, sugar, 
gold and silver, timber, silks, tea, butter, coffee, flax 
and hemp, wine, and tobacco. 

The principal Exports are cotton and woollen goods, 
metals, machinery and cutlery,^ coal, linen manufactures, 
haberdashery,® leather manufactures, and earthenware. 

Government.— The Government of Britain is a limited 
monarchy • consisting of King or Queen, Lords and Com- 
mons. 

The Rome of Lords is composed chiefly of peers* possess- 
ing hereditary^ rank. 

The House of OommonSy consisting of members elected® 
by the people, has the controF of taxation and expendi- 
ture. 

The Houses of Lords and Commons compose the British 
Parliament. 

All laws require the united consent of the Houses of 
Parliament and the Sovereign. 

Army and Navy. — The standing army of Britain con- 
tains about 240,000 men of whom about 70,000 are 
stationed in India. The navy is the most powerful in 
the world. In time of war, the army and navy can be 
doubled. 

Revenue. — The annual revenue of the United Kingdom 
is about £106,000,000. 

Literature. — Education is widely spread, and England 
has produced some of the greatest poets and philosophers® 
that have ever lived. 

National Character. — The English are noted for their 
sincerity, honesty, industry, and love of liberty ; but they 
are often blunt® in their manners, and proud. 

Religion. — Protestant Christianity is the national 
religion. 

Divisions, — England is divided iqto 40 counties ^ or ehireSy 
and Wales into 12. 

1 Artictes used for cutting, as knives, scissors, Ac. 2 Articles like ribbons, 
threads, pins, Ac. 3 One in which the king has not the aale power. 

4 Noblemen. 3 Descending from father to son. 6 Ohosen. 7 Pbwsr over. 

5 Men learned in soienoc. 9. Rough, not polite. 
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commercial Towna. 

London, the capital of England, and the largest, richest, 
^ud greatest commercial city in the world, is sitoated on 
fhe Thames. The principal buildings are the Tower^ eon- 
(.aining a large collection of arms ; Westminster Abbey t 
where some of the greatest men in England are interred 
St. Paul’s Cathedral,^ the finest church in Britain ; the 
Houses of Parliament ; and Buckingham Palace, the resi- 
dence of the Queen. There are underground railways in 
different directions. The river is crossed by several 
bridges, and tunnels^ under water. The masts of the 
shipping resemble a forest. The population is about 
millions. 

Liv'erpool, near the mouth of the Mersey, in the 
north-west of England, is the second city in Britain for 
commerce. It is the great cotton port. 

Bris'tOl, near the mouth of the Lower Avon, has con- 
siderable coasting and Irish trade. 

Hull, on the Humber, has a large Baltic trade. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne is noted for its trade in coals* 

Do'ver is the seaport nearest France. 

Southamp'ton, northward from the Isle of Wight, is 
an important mail steam-packet station. 

Car'diff and Swan'sea are seaports in South Wales. 

Naval Stations. 

Ports' mouth, north-west from tdie Isle of Wight, 
is the principal station of the British navy,^ and very 
strongly lortifiM. 

PlynaOUth (plim'-uth), in the south-west, is the second 
uaval station, 

Woolwich (woor-itch), onthe Thames, and Chatham 
(chat'-am), on the Medway, are other naval stations. 


1 Buried. 2 A church with, a bishop's seat. 3 A passafre cut through a 
ml or under^ river. 4 The whole of the ships of war belon^ng to a uatiou. 
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Manufacturing Towns. 

The Manufacturing Towns are chiefly in the northern 
half of England, where coal and iron are found ; the 
southern half of England is mainly agricultural. 

Man'chester, on the Irwell» is the greatest manufac- 
turing town in the world. Four-fifths of the cottons 
made in England are produced in this city and the neigh- 
bourhood. 

Blr'iningham, near the centime of England, is the 
second manufacturing town, and the principal seat for 
every kind of work in metals. 

Sheffield, east of Manchester, is the fourth manu- 
facturing town, and is famed for its cutlery. 

Barrow-in-Furness, on the north-west coast, has the 
largest steel manufactures in the kingdom, and a large 
ship- building yard. 

Merthyr Tydvil, in Wales, has extensive coal and 
iron works. 

Leeds, in Yorkshire, is the third manufacturing town, 
and the centre of the woollen manufacture. 

SpitalfieldS, a part of London, and Mac'clesf ield» in 
Cheshire, are the principal seats of the silk manufacture. 
Nottingham and Der'by, towards the centre, are noted 
for their stockings and lace. Norwich (nor'itch), in the 
east, is fanaous for its shawls and crapes.^© Kidder- 
minster, in Worcestershire (wooster), is noted for its 
carpets ; Coventry, in Warwickshire (wor'rik), for its 
ribbons ; Northampton, for its boots and shoes. 

London, Liverpool, Birkenhead, Barrow-in-Furness, Sun- 
derland, Portsmouth, and Plymouth, are the principal 
places for ship-building . 

Seats of Learning, etc. 

Oxford is famouB for its university, the richest in the 
world, 

Cambridge, on the Cam, has a university Iftmous for 
the study of mathematics. 


1 A kind of this clotb, usaally blacl 
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Dur'ham, on tke Wear, in tbe north*east, has a small 
university. 

Eton, near Windsor, Harrow, near London, Win- 
cliester, south of London, and Rug'by, towards the 
centre of England, are noted for their public schools. 

Canterbury^ in Kent, has a fine cathedral, and the 
Archbishop^ is “ Primate^ of all England.” York, in 
the north, on the Ouse, is a very ancient city, and the 
seat of an Archbishop. 

Winchester, on the Itchen, in the south, was con- 
sidered the capital of England under the Saxon kings. 


Watering Places. 

Brighton, on the south coast, and Scarborough, on 
the north-east coast, are frequented for sea-bathing. 
Torquay (tor'-kee), on the south-west coast, is frequented 
for its mild climate. Bath, and Cheltenham (chelt'- 
T3am),east of the Severn, are noted for their mineral waters. 



Win(l$or Cattle^ 


1 Chief bishop. 2 .First in a church. 
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Remarkable Places. 

"Windsor, on the Thames, contains a palace which has 
been the principal residence of the English sovereigns from 
the time of William the Conqueror. 

G-reenwlcb (gren'-ij), on the Thames, six miles from 
London, is noted for its Observatory,^ from which longi- 
txide is reckoned by English geographers. 

Scotland. 

Scotland is bounded on the north and west by the 
Atlantic Ocean; on the east by the North Sea; on the 
south by England and the Irish Sea. 

Coast. — The coast line is extremely irregular, being in- 
dented by numerous arms of the sea, CBWedFirths^&ndLochs^^ 

Islands. — In the north, the Shetland and Ork'ney 
Islands; in the west, the Hebrides (heb'-rid-ez) or 
Western Islands ; in the south-west, Bute and Arran. 

Surface. — Scotland is in general mountainous . Three 
ranges of mountains extend across the country from south- 
west to north-east : the Low'thers and Ohe'viot Hills 
in the south ; the Grampians towards the centre ; and 
the Northern Highlands. 

Rivers. — The Tweed, in the south-east, forms part of 
the boundary between England and Scotland ; the Forth 
and the Tay fall into firths of the same name ; the Spey 
enters the ocean near the Moray Firth ; the Clyde flows 
north-west into the Firth of Clyde. 

Lakes. — Scotland contains several lakes, celebrated for 
their scenery. The principal are Loch Lo'mondi the 
la]^est lake in Britain, and Loch Kat'rine. 

&IMATB. — The climate is cold and wet compared with 
that of England. 

Divisions. — The three principal divisions are the High- 
lands in the north, the Lowlands in the south, and the 
Islands in the west. The country is likewise divided into 
33 Shires or Counties. 

Peofle. — ^The population is about 4 millions. The Low- 
landers are of the same origin as the English ; but the 

1 A tjnildiug for looking at the stars. 2 AArth or frith, is a narrow arm of 
the sea. 3 A /ocA called lough (lok) inIrelano,mean8 not only a.laka, but alsc 
an arm of the sea. * 
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Highlanders, or Gaels, are Celtic, and speak the Gaelic 
language. The Scotch are noted for their caution and per- 
severance. Though much attached to their native country, 
many of them leave it for a time to push their fortunes in 
various parts of the world. Schools are numerous, and the 
country has produced some distinguished writers. 

Towns. — Edinburgh,^ the capital, near the Firth of 
t'orthf is one of the most beautiful and picturesque cities 
in Europe. 

Leith, on the Firth of Forth, is the port of Edinburgh, 
with which it is now connected. 

Glas'gOW, on the Clyde, is the largest city in Scotland, 
and famous for its manufactures and commerce. 

Paisley, seven miles west from Glasgow, is noted for 
its thread, as it was fonnerly for its shawls. 

Greenock, is a large seaport at the mouth of the Clyde. 

Stirling, on the Forth, has a celebrated castle, and 
was the favourite residence of the Scottish kings. Perth, 
on the Tay, was at one time the capital of Scotland. 

Dundee,' on the Firth of Tay, is the third city in 
Scotland, and the chief seat of the linen and jute manu- 
factures. 

Aherdee'n,^ on the eastern coast, contains many houses 
built of granite, and has considerable trade. 

Inverness'^ is the chief city in the Northern High- 
lands. • 

Ireland. 

Ireland is bounded on the east by the North Channel, 
the Irish Sea, and St. George’s Channel ; and on the 
south, west, and north, by the Atlantic Ocean, 

The western coast is much broken by inlets. Howth 
Head, near Dublin, and Cape Clear, on Cape Clear 
Island in the south, are the principal headlands. Bath- 
lin, in the north, and Achll, in the west, are the largest 
islands. 

Surface.— T he centre consists of a large plain, but there 
are some scattered mountains in the south and west, 

l lklwiQ*R town. The name is derived from Edwin, a prince of Northumber- 
land who Urtrid it. 2 Aher and inner both mean mouth. 
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Rivers. — The Shan non, the largest river, has a south- 
westerly course into the Atlantic. The. Boyne and Lif f ey 
flow north-east into the Irish Sea. 

Lakes. — Ireland has several lakes. Longh Neagh 
(lok-uay), in the north-east, is the largest, in Britain or 
Ireland. The Lakes Of Killarney, in the south-west, 
are noted for their beautiful scenery. 

Climate, &c. — The climate is mild and moist. It pro- 
duces such beautiful verdure that Ireland has been called 
“ the Emerald' Isle.” The middle of the country was 
once covered with forests, which are now replaced by 
immense bogs, yielding an abundant supply of turf, used 
as fuel, from the want of coal. 

Ireland is chiefly a grazing country. Oats, potatoes, 
and barley, are the principal vegetable productions. Agi*i- 
culture is backward but improving. 

People. — The population is about 5 millions. The 
Irish belong to the Celtic family, but there are many 
settlers from Britain in the north and east. 

The only important manufacture is that of linen in the 
north-east. The principal exports are cattle, butter, and 
linen. The trade is confined chiefly to Britain, 

National Character. — The Irish are generous, quick- 
witted, hospitable^, and cheerful ; but in general they are 
not so industrious as the inhabitants of Britain^, 

Religion. — The great majority of the people are Roman 
Catholics ; the remainder are Protestants. 

Divisions. — Ireland is divided into four provinces : — 
in the north, Ulster ; in the centre, Leinster and 
Con'naught ; in the south-west, Munster. It is also 
subdivided into 32 Counties. 

Towns. — In the east, Dub'lin, the capital, situated on 
the Liffey, a large and beautiful city, with a celebrated 
university. It is the residence of the Lord-Lieutenant, 
or Viceroy. 

Belfast', in the north-east, at the head of Belfast Lough, 
is the second city in the island, and the first in trade and 
manufactures. Cork, in the south, the third city, has a 

1 A preciouB Bcone of a green colour. 2 Kind to 
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noble harbour, and a large export trade iu provieions. 
Lim'eriCk, on the Shannon, is the principal seaport in 
the west, and has manufactures of lace. 

Londonder'ry. on the Foyle, in the north, has a large 
export trade in provisions. 

Armagh (ar-ma'), an inland town, towards the north- 
east, is the seat of an Archbishop 

Wa'terford, on the Suir (shure), in the south-east, is 
a seaport with considerable trade. 

British Colonies and Foreign Possessions. 

In Europe. 

G-ibraltar, in the south of Spain ; Malta, in the 
Mediterranean. 

hi Asia. 

British India, Burma, Ceylon, Aden, Cyprus, 
Straits Settlements, Lahuan, and Hong Hong. 
There are several States in India under British protection. 

In Africa. 

Sierra-Leone (le-o'-ne), Nigeria, &c., on the West 
Coast ; th^ islands of St. Hele'na and Ascension, 
in the Atlantic Ocean ; Cape Colony, NataT, Ac., in 
the south; British East Africa, Mauritius and 
Socotra, in the east. 

In America. 

Dominion of Can'ada, in the north ; Hondu'ras, in 
Central America ; British West India Islands, h^ 
tween North and South America ; British Q-Uia'na, in 
the north of South America ; Falkland Islands, off the 
south-eastern extremity of South America. 

In Oceania. 

Australia, Tasma'nia, New Zealand, Fiji (fee- 
gee) Islands, North Borneo, and part of New Guinea. 
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The entire dominions of the Queen of England con- 
tain 9 millions of square miles, and about 845 millions 
of inhabitants. They include one-sixth of the surface, 
and nearly one-fourth of the population of the globe. 

Denmark* 

The kingdom of Denmark includes part of the peninsula 
of Jutland, to the north of Central Europe ; Zealand, 
Pu'nen, La'aland, Bornholm (bom'-hom), and other 
islands in the Baltic ; Iceland and the Faroe Islands 
in the Atlantic ; and a few possessions in other quarters 
of the globe. 

The Duchies of Schleswig (shles'-vig), Holstein and 
Lanenburg, formerly connected with Denmark, have been 
annexed to Prussia. 

Surface — Denmark is a portion of the great European 
plain. The western coast is sandy ; the peninsula is very 
much indented by shallow, winding inlets, called fords} 

People. — The inhabitants of Jutland and the Islands 
resemble the Norwegians and Swedes. They are quiet, 
industrious, and well-educated. 

Productions. — Cattle, butter, and cheese. 

Towns. — Copenha'gen, the capital, is a fine city in the 
east of Zealand, with a celebrated university. 

Elsinore, in Zealand, at the narrowest part of the 
Sound, was the place where ships on passing trrough paid 
toll. 

Iceland is a rocky, barren island, larger than Ireland, in 
the North Atlantic, on the borders of the Arctic Circle. It 
is celebrated for the boiling springaof the Qeysers^ (gi'sers) . 
and a volcano, named Hecla. 

The Faroe Islands (sheep islands) are situated be- 
tween Iceland and the Shetlands. The soft down of the 
eider duck is a valuable export. 

Sweden and Norway. 

Sweden and Norway, now united under one king, 
bjgether occupy the Scandinavian Peninsula, the largest 
in Europe. They are bounded on the north by the Arctic 

1 The same as frith , 2 The name means ioi/m, * 
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Ocean ; on the east by Russia, the Gulf of Bothnia, and the 
Baltic ; on the south by the Baltic, the Kattegat, and the 
Skager Rack ; and on the west by the North Sea and the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Norway. 

Norway, Northern Kingdom, is a long, narrow country, 
nearly as large as the Bombay Presidency, forming the 
western part of the Scandinavian Peninsula. 

Surface. — Norway is one of the most mountainous 
countries in Europe. The coasts is indented by narrow, 
deep ^mding fiords, and skirted by innumerable rocks and 
islets. 

Climate. — The summer is short and warm ; the winter 
is long and severe. 

Commerce. — Timber, fish, iron, and ice, are the chief 
exports; clothing, food, and coal, are the chief imports. 

People. — Norway is the most thinly peopled country 
in Europe. The Norwegians are frank and hospitable. 
Some of them live to a great age. In religion they are 
Protestants. 

Towns, — Christia'nia, at the end of a fiord in the south' 
east, is the capital, and the seat of the university. 

Ber'gen and Trondhjem (tron'yem) are seaports in 
the west. 

Hamilierfest is the most northerly town in Europe. 
Sweden. 

Sweden, nearly one-half larger than Norway, occupies 
the eastern part of the Scandinavian Peninsula. 

Surface. — The sea-coasts and the south are flat ; the 
interior rises by terraces towards Norway. 

Climate.— The climate resembles that of Norway, but 
the fall of rain is less. 

Productions. — The iron-mines of Sweden are the most 
famous in the world, and there are large pine-forests. 

People. — The Swedes are industrious and well-educated. 
They are Protestants in religion. 

GoiiMiiRCB.---Timber, com, and iron, are the chief ex* 
POrtS< metals, coals, and clothing, are the chief Imports. 
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Towns. — Stock'hoi-m, the capital, is situated at the joue^ 
tion of Lake Maelar with an inlet of the Baltic. 

GhOtlieilburg, in the south-west on the Gotha, is the 
second commercial city. UpS£tl£l, north-west from Stock- 
holm, was the ancient capital, and has a famous university. 

Oarlscro'na, in the south-east, is the principal station 
of the Swedish navy. 

Government. — Though Sweden and Norway are under 
one king, each has its own laws. 

Lapland is situated to the north of the Gulf of Bothnia. 
Part of it belongs to Norway and Sweden, part to Russia. 
It is a cold, desolate region, covered with snow the most 
part of the year. The inhabitants belong to the Mongolian 
race, and are small in stature. They lead a wandering 
life, with their herds of reindeer. 

Russia in Europe. 

Russia occupies the eastern half of Europe. It is bounded 
on the north by the Arctic Ocean ; on the east by the 
Ural Mountains, the Ural River, and the Caspian ; on the 
south by the Caucasus Mountains, the Black Sea, Roumania, 
and Austria ; and on the west by Austria, Prussia, the 
Baltic Sea and Sweden. 

Seas and Gulps. — In the north, the White Sea ; in 
the west, the Baltic, with its arms, the Gulfs of l^Othnia, 
Finland, and Riga ; in the south, the Black Sea, the 
Sea of Azov, and the Caspian. 

Islands.— In the Baltic, O'esel (e'sel), Da'go, and 
ATand ; in the Arctic Ocean, Nova Zembla, Waigatz, 
and Spitzbergen. . 

Surface. — Russia is, in general, a vast plain. The 
Valdai Hills, a low range between St. Petersburg and 
Moscow, form the chief watershed. The principal moun- 
tains are the Ural and Caucasus Ranges, forming parts 
of the Asiatic frontier. 

Rivers.— The Petcho'ra falls into the Arctic Ocean ; 
the Northern DwTna flows into the White Sea ; the 
NeVa connects Lake Lado^ga with the Gulf of Finland ; 
the Duua, Niemen (nee^-men), and VlS'tul^ txto 
the Baltic. Tfee Dniester and Dnieper fall irto the 
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Black Sea ; fche Don enters the Sea of Azov. The Volga, 
the largest river in Europe, and the Ural flow into the 
Caspian Sea. The Pruth, in the south, joins the Danube. 

Lakes. — ^I n the north-west, Lado'ga^ the largest in 
F/Urope, apd Olie'ga, with numerous lakes of smaller size. 

CiilMATB.— The southern parts are, in general, warm ; 
the northern, cold ; but the country is subject to great 
extremes of temperature. 

Minerals. — Iron, copper, gold, plat'inum, coal, and salt, 
are the principal minerals. 

Soil and Vegetation, — The south-west and centre are 
very fertile. Finland contains numerous rocks and lakes ; 
the north is marshy, like the Tundras of Siberia ; in the 
south-east there are sandy, treeless steppes. Wheat is 
grown largely in the south-west ; oats, barley, and espe- 
cially rye, are cultivated farther north ; flax and hemp are 
produced in the west. About one-third of the country is 
covered with forest. 

Animals. — The sable and ermine, valuable for their fur, 
are found in the north ; sheep, oxen, and horses, are reared 
in great numbers in the south. Wolves and bears are the 
principal beasts of prey. The stni'geon fisheries in the 
large rivers are important. 

People. — The population of European Bussia is about 
97 millions. The Russians belong to the Slavonic race. 

The Rtfesians are behind the rest of Europe in civiliza- 
tion. Many of the lower orders, until 1861, were serfs, 
or slaves, bought and sold with the estates on which they 
lived. 

MANUPAcrrURES. — Cloth, leather, and cordage. Russian 
leather is reckoned the best in the world. 

Commerce. — Grain, flax, timber, oil-seeds, hemp, and 
wool, are the chief exports; metals, cotton, tea, clothing, 
wines, and coffee, are the chief imports. 

Government. — The Government is an absolute mon- 
archy. 

Religion. — The Russians belong to the Greek Church. 

Divisions. — ^Russia in Europe is divided into 68 Govern- 
ments. The pi*incipal divisions are Great Russia or Mus'- 
covY, intthe north and centre ; Finland, north of the Gulf 
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of Finland; the Baltic Provinces ; Poland, in the west ; 
West Russia ; Little Russia, or the Ukraine, towards the 
sonth-west ; South Russia ; East Russia ; and Ois-Cauca'- 
siA, north of the Caucasus. 

Towns. — St. Petbrs'burg, the capital, founded by Peter 
the Great, stands on the Neva, and is a splendid city, 
much larger than Calcutta. 

Kronstadt (crown city), on a small island at the mouth 
of the Neva, is strongly fortified, and is the principal 
station of the Russian Baltic fleet. 

Archangel, on the White Sea, at the mouth of the 
Northern Dwina, was formerly the only port of Russia. 

RFga, near the mouth of the Diina, has a large export 
trade. 

Warsaw, on the Vistula, in the west, was the capital 
of Poland, once a powerful kingdom, which was divided, 
about the end of last century, between Prussia, Austria, 
and Russia, the last obtaining the largest share. 

Wirna, or ViPna, in West Russia, containing many 
Jews, is a place of great trade, and the old capital of 
Lithua'nia. 

Moscow, near the centre, the former capital, was set 
on fire at the French Invasion in 1812, but it has been 
rebuilt. 

Nljni Novgorod (Lower Newtown), east of Moscow, 
situated on the Volga, has a very large fair. 

Kiev, on the Dnieper, was the ancient capital of Russia. 

Odes'sa, on the Blaok Sea, is the greatest commercial 
city in the south. 

Sebas'topol, in the Crimea, taken by the French and 
Bnglidi in 1855, was an immense fortress, and the prin- 
cipal station of the Russian Black Sea fleet. Nikolalev, 
north-east of Odessa, on the Bug (boog), is now the 
Russian naval station in the Black Sea. Astrakhan, 
near the mouth of the Volga, is noted for its storgeon 
fisheries. 

The Russian Empire. — The Russian Empire includes 
about one-third of Asia, as well as more than the ImM of 
Europe. The entire area is about 8| millions of squiMB 
miles, wi th a population of about 120 millions. M is %e 
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second empire in the world in extent, and the third in 
population. 


THE GERMAN EMPIRE. 

The German Empire is composed of 26 States in the 
centre of Europe. It is bounded on the north by the North 
Sea, Denmark, and the Baltic ; on the east by Russia ; on 
the south by Austria and Switzerland ; and on the west by 
France, Belgium, and Holland. 

The principal States are Prussia in the north ; Bavaria, 
WuRTEMBERG, Saxony, and Baden in the south. Some of the 
small States are not larger than Indian taluks. The total 
area is about 208,000 square miles — rather larger than 
that of the Lower Provinces of Bengal 

Surface. — The northern parts belong to the great plain ; 
the centre and south consist of a tableland, interspersed 
with ranges of mountains. 

Rivers. — The Rhine, the Weser, and the Elbe, flow 
northward into the German Ocean j the O'der enters the 
Baltic. The Dan'ube drains the south, and flows east- 
ward. 

Climate. — The climate is cold in winter, and warm 
in summer, especially in the southern valleys ; but 
healthy. 

Minbrai^. — Germany produces iron, zinc, lead, silver, 
copper, coal, and salt. 

People. — The total population is about 47 millions- 
The great bulk of the people are Teutonic. Slavonians 
are numerous in the eastern provinces. 

Commerce. — The chief imports are grain, wool, cotton, 
live stock, silk, coffee, and hides ; the chief exports are 
woollen, silk, and cotton goods, sugar, iron, live stock, 
and grain. . 

National Character. — The Germans are honest, in- 
dustrious, persevering, and celebrated for learning; and 
skill, in music. During recent wars, they have dis- 
tinguished themselves as soldiers. Printing and Hiratch- 
maSdng were invented in Germany. 

Bblioion. — N early two-thirds are Protestants ; the 
remainder are chiefly Roman Catholios. 
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Prussia. 

Prussia, about the size of the Madras Presidency, is 
larger than all the other Grermau States taken together. 
It is bounded on the north by the North Sea, Denmark, 
and the Baltic ; on the east by Russia ; on the south by 
Austria and the German States ; on the west by France, 
Belgium, and Holland. 

Surface. — The Rhenish Provinces are hilly, and a part 
of the south-western frontier is mountainous ; but in 
general the surface is low and flat. In the north-eastern 
districts there are many sandy heaths, marshes, and shal- 
low lakes. 

RivERs.-~TheNienien, Vistula, and Oder, flow into 
the Baltic ; the Elbe, Weser, and Rhine, enter the 
North Sea. 

Climate. — The winters in the north-east are severe ; but 
the climate, on the whole, is temperate and pleasant. 

People. — The population, chiefly German, amounts to 
about 30 millions. Most of the people are engaged in 
agriculture. The chief manufactures are linen and iron. 

Goternment. — The Government is, to some extent, a 
constitutional monarchy. 

Prussia is celebrated for its education. All parents are 
obliged to send their children to school, unless it be shown 
that they are properly instructed otherwise. ^ 

Religion. — ^The majority of the people are Protestants ; 
Roman Catholics are numerous in the west. There are 
some Jews in the east. 

Towns in the Centre. 

Berlin', the capital, situated on the Spree, a tributary 
of the Elbe, is the first city in Germany, and has a cele- 
brated university. It is much larger than Calcutta. 

Potsdam, west of Berlin, has several palaces, and is 
a large military station. 

Mag'deburg, on the Elbe, with a strong fortress, is 
a well-built manufacturing town. Wittenberg, on the 
Elbe, is remarkable as the place where the Reformation 


1 Aooordiug to a system of mlee. 
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under Luther began in 1571. Halle (hal'-lay), in the 
south of Saxony, has a celebrated university. 

Towns i?i the East. 

Breslau, in Silesia on the Oder, is the second city in 
the kingdom, and the chief seat of the linen manufactures. 

Stettin', near the mouth of the Oder, is the second 
seaport. 

Dan'Zig (Danes^ Town), at the mouth of the Vistula, is 
the largest seaport. KOn'igSberg (King^s Town), north- 
csast of Danzig, was the former capital. Mem'el, a sea- 
port near the north-eastern frontier, has large exports of 
grain and timber. 

Towns in the West. 

Hano'ver, formerly the capital of Hanover, has con- 
siderable trade. 

Grot'tingen, south of Hanover, is famous for its uni- 
versity. 

Colo'gne (ko-l6n') is the greatest commercial city on 
the Rhine. It is noted for its Cologne water.^ 

Aix-la-Chapelle (aiks-la-sha-pel'), or Aachen (ah - 
ken ) , near the western frontier, was the favourite resi- 
dence of Charlemagne (shar-le-man,) and is noted for its 
hot springs. 

CobleTitz, at the junction of the Rhine and Moselle, is 
a fine city, with considerable trade. 

Treves, (trevz), on the Moselle, is the most ancient city 
in (iermany. Frank'furt-on-Main, formerly a free city, 
was annexed to Prussia in 1886. It is famous for its banking. 

Colonies. — Germany lately annexed part of the West 
Coast of Africa, north of the Cape Colony, part of the east 
coast of Africa, the north-east coast of New Guinea, New 
Britain, New Ireland, and some other islands in the Pacific. 
The Carolines and Ladrones were lately bought from Spain. 

KINGDOM OF BAVARIA. 

Bavaria, next to Prussia is the most important state in 
Geifmany. It consists of two territories, the larger situated 

• l Galled (o-de-ko*lon). 

6 
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to the west of Austria, the smaller, called Rhenish Bavaria, 
or the Palatinate,^ west of the Rhine. 

The surface consists chiefly of an elevated plateau, 
traversed by several ranges of hills. 

Towns. — Municll (mu-mk), the capital, on the Isar 
(ee'zar), is a well-built city, with fine collections of 
paintings and sculpture. Augs'bUPg, on the Lech, 
founded by the Romans, is a commercial city. Ratisbon, 
on the Danube, is strongly fortified. Nu'remberg, 
towards the centre, is the place where watches were 
invented, and is noted for its toys. Spires is situated on 
the Rhine. 

KINGDOM OF WURTEMBERG. 

WuRTEMBERG lies to the west of Bavaria, and to the east 
of Baden. 

This state was made a kingdom by Napoleon in 1805. 
It is fertile and flourishing. The inhabitants are Protes- 
tants. Stuttgart (stoot'-gart), the capital, situated near 
the Neckar, has a large hook trade. Ulm (oolm) is a 
fortified city on the Danube. 

KINGDOM OF SAXONY. 

Saxo.\y, the smallest and most densely peopled kingdom 
ill Europe, lies bet, ween Austria, Prussia, and Bavaria. 

The people are Protestants, and highly educated 

Towns. — Dres'den? the capital, on the Elbe, has a 
celebrated c illection of paintings, 

Leipzig (lipe'sik), in the north-west, is famous for its 
fairs and book trade, and its university is the second in 
Dermany. Freiburg (fri'-burg), in the south-west, is the 
centre of the Saxon mines. 

GRAND DUCHV OF BADEN. 

This state lies between Wiirtemberg and the Rhine. 

Carlsruhe^ (karls'-roo), the capital, is a fine city near 
the Rhine. Mann'heiin, at the junction of the Neckar 
and Rhine, is the chief commercial city. Hei'delberg, on 

1 A province under a palatine, a count with royal author ity. 2 Ohartes’s Rest. 
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the Neckar, is famous for its ancient university. Ba'den,^ 
near the Rhine, is much visited for its baths . Con'stance 
is situated on the Lake of Constance. 

MINOR STATES. 

The mist important of the minor states are, the Grand 
Dachy of Mecklenburo-Schwerin (shver-een') , on the 
Baltic, to the west of Prussia; the Grand Duchy of 
Hesse (hess). Darmstadt, north of Baden; the Grand 
Duchy of Oldenburg, to the west of the Weser ; the Duchy 
of Brunswick, to the south of Hanover ; and the Grand 
Duchy of Saxe-Weimar. 

The Free CiTps of Germany are Ham'burg, on the 
Elbe; Bre'men, on the Weser; and Lu'becX near the 
Baltic. 

Alsace-Lorraine (al-sass'-lor-rane'j lies west of the 
Rhine. 

Metz, on the Moselle, has a strong fortress. Stras- 
burg, on the Rhine, has extensive trade and a famous 
cathedral. 


Austria-Hungary. 

Austria," or the Aostro-Hungarian Monarchy, is 
bounded oil the north by German States and Russia; 
on the east by Russia ; on the south by Turkey, the 
Adriatic Sea, and Italy ; and on the west by Italy, 
Switzerland, and Bavaria. It is larger than the Lower 
Provinces of Bengal. 

Surface. — The eastern parts consist of an extensive plain, 
bounded or traversed by the Carpathian Mountains. 
The south-western provinces are ve:^ mountainous, 
containing several ranges of the Alps. The Plateau of 
Bohemia, in the north-west, is enclosed by mountains. 

Rivers. — The Danube flows through the centre, and, 
with its tributaries, drains the greater part of the country. 
The northern provinces contain the upper oo.urses of the 
Dniester, Vistula, and Elbe. 


1 Baths. 2 Eastern Kingdom. 
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Lake.-— Balaton, or Plat'ten-See, is towards the 
centre. 

Climate. — The summer is warmer, and the winter is 
colder than in France. 

Minerals. — Austria produces more gold and silTCr than 
any other European country except Russia. Quicksilver 
is obtained in considerable quantities. Copper, iron, lead, 
and coal are found in several districts. The salt mines, 
near Cracow, are the largest in the world. 

Vegetables. — The soil is generally fertile. The ordinary 
grains are raised in all parts. Hemp is grown in the 
north ; the vine and maize are cultivated in the centre ; 
the olive and rice in the south. 

People. — The population, amounting to 41 millions, 
consists of several distinct nations, including Slavonians, 
Germans, Hungarians, Roumanians, and others. 

Agriculture is the chief industry. Linen, cotton, 
and woollen goods, hardware, and glass, are the principal 
manufactures. The commerce is not very important. 

About two-thirds of the people are Roman Catholics; 
the remainder mostly belong to the Greek Church or are 
Protestants. 

Government. — The empire is a kind of double state. 
The German and the Hungarian Provinces have separate 
governmentp, but acknowledge the same sovereign. 

The principal German Provinces are Bohe'mi», Mora'via, 
and Sile'sia, in the north ; the Archduchy of Austria, in 
the middle ; Tyr'ol, Styr'ia, the Coast Land, and Dalma'tia, 
in the south. The Polish Provinces, Gali'cia and Bukovi'na, 
in the north-east, also belong to the German Monarchy. 

Vienna,^ on the Danube, is the capital of Austria, and 
the centre of its trade. The population exceeds a million. 

Prague (praig), the capital of Bohemia, is a fine city, 
with a university. 

GratZi on a tributary of the Drave, is the capital of 
Styria, Salzburgi near the frontier, is noted for its 
salt mines. Idria^ celebrated for its mines of quick- 
silver, is in Illyria. Trieste (tre-est'), on the Adriatic, 
is the chief seaport of Austria. Fola, south of Trieste, 

1 It is so oslled from tho Wien, a small river on which It parti/ stanSa 
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IB the naval station. Inns'bruck,^ on the Inn, is the 
capital of Tyrol. Trent, on the Adige, is a city in 
Tyrol, celebrated for a Roman Catholic Council held there 
from 1543 to 1563. Ragu'sa, in Dalmatia, was formerly 
the capital of a republic. Lem'berg, the capital of 
(xalieia, is a place of considerable trade. Ora’COW, on the 
Vistula, wag the former capital of Poland, and the burial- 
place of its kings. 

The Hungarian Provinces include Hungary Proper ; 
Transylvania, 2 south-east of Hungary ; Slavonia and 
Croatia, in the south ; with the Military Frontier along 
the borders of Turkey. 

Press'burg, the old capital, is situated on the Danube. 

Bu'da, or Ofen, and pestb (pest), on o^osite banks 
of the Danube, form one city, the capital of Hungary. 

To'kay, on the Theiss (tice), is celebrated for its wines. 

The Turkish Provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(herbsch-go-vee-na) were occupied by Austria in 1878. 


Holland, or the Netherlands. 

Holland^ is bounded on the north and west by the North 
Sea ; on the east by Prussia ; and on the south by Belgium. 

Surface. — Holland is the flattest country in Europe. 
Large tracts are below the level of the sea, which is 
protected from overflowing by artificial dykes, or embank- 
ments. The country is traversed by the lower courses of 
the Rhine, the Maas, and the Scheldt, and is covered 
with a network of canals. The Zuyder Zee runs inland 
from the north. 

People. — The population amounts to 4| millions. The 
Dutch are remarkable for their cleanliness, frugality,* 
and industry. . They are likewise grave, honest in their 
dealings, and distinguished for the courage with which 
they |iave maintained their freedom. About two-thirds 
are Protestants ; the remainder are Roman Oatholios. 

Towns. — Amsterdam,* the capital, about the size of 
Hyderabad, was once the most commercial city in Europe, 

1 BriSga of the Inn. 2 “Country beyond the Forests.*’ 3 'Hollow land. 
4 A spAruigmseof anything. 5 Dam ooteans embankment or hand. 
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and still possesses extensive trade. It is noted for diamond- 
cutting* 

Haarlem> in the west, is noted for its flower gardens 

Leyden (ly-den), on the Bhine, is celebrated for its 
defence against the Spaniards. 

U'trecBt, farther up the Rhine, is noted for the treaty 
concluded at it in 1713. 

The Hague coast, is a handsome town, 

the residence of the court. Rot'terdam, on the Maas, 
is the second commercial city in the kingdom. 

The principal Dutch Colonies are, the Island of 
Java the Moluc'cas, parts of Suma^tra. Bor'neo. 
Cerebes, and New Quinea; Dutch Q-uiana, or 
Surinam, in South America, &c. 

Belgium. 

Belgium is bounded on the north by Holland ; on the 
east by Rhenish Prussia ; on the south by France ; and on 
the west by the North Sea. 

Natural Features. — The surface is flat, except in the 
south, where there are some hills of moderate height- The 
encroachments of the sea on the coast are prevented hy 
dune$ or sand-hills. The principal rivers are the Maas in 
the east, and the Scheldt (skelt) in the west. Canals are 
numerous. • 

People.— The population is about 6 millions. The 
Walloons (foreigners), in the south-east, are of Celtic 
origin ; the rest of the population, called Flemings^ are of 
German descent. Belgium is the second most densely 
peopled country in Europe. French is chiefly spoken. 

The Flemings resemble the Dutch in disposition and 
manners ; the Walloons are like the French. 

The linen, cotton, and woollen and iron manufacturcB 
are very valuable. Bflgium its lace. , Tmde 

is greatly faeilitatecl % ^o3 roads 
ways, 

Commerce.*— The chief imports are ^ain, flax, wool, 
and hides ; the chief exports are machinery, eloth, and 
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The great body of the people are Roman Catholics. 

Towns. — Brussels, the capital, on the Senne, a tributary 
of the Sclffeldt, is a well-built city, larger than Madras, 
with extensive manufaettires. 

Antwerp, on the Scheldt, with a strong fortress, is the 
chief commercial city in Belgium. 

Q-hent, on the Scheldt, is the chief seat of the cotton 
manufactures, and has the principal university in the 
kingdom. 

Bru'ges,^ in the west, was a great commercial city in the 
thirteenth century, and is still of seme importarce. Liege 
(le-ai«hO, on the Maas, or Meuse, is noted for its iron 
manufactures. 

Osteud, on the coast of the North Sea, is the second 

seaport^ 


l Bridges. So called from its many bridges. 
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France. 

France Is bounded on the north by the English Channel 
and Belgium ; on the east by Grermany, Switzerland, and 
Italy ; on the south by the Mediterranean and Spain ; and 
on the west by the Atlantic Ocean. It is about the same 
size as life Lower Provinces of the Bengal. 

Surface.— The length and breadth are nearly equal. 
The surface in the north and east consists of a vast plain, 
with a few undulations. A central table-land is traversed 
by the Cevennes (ce-ven') and Mountains of Auvergne 
(o-vern') . The Ju'ra Mountains and the Alps, including 
Mont BLanCf form part of the south-eastern frontier. The 
Pyrenees separate France from Spain. 

Rivers. — There are four principal river basins. The 
Seine flows into the English Channel ; the Loire (hvar), 
the largest river in France, and the Q-aronne (ga-ron') 
flow into the Bay of Biscay ; the Rhone enters the 
Mediterranean. 

Climate. — The climate is temperate and healthy. The 
southern districts are warmer than the northern. 

Minerals. — Building-stone, salt, iron, and coal, are the 
chief mineral productions. 

Vegetation. — The soil is generally fertile. Grain and 
beet-root, from which sugar is made, are largely grown in 
the north ; the centre is noted for its vines ; the olive is 
cultivated in the sot|fch for oil. 

People. — The population amounts to 38 millions. The 
French belong chiefly to the Celtic family. Some near the 
Rhine are of German descent ; others, in the south-west, 
are of Spanish origin. 

The French language is derived from the Latin, mixed 
with German. It is well-known in Europe. 

Agriculture is the chief occupation of the people. * 

France ranks next to England as a manufacturing 
country. Wine is the most valuable production. Silks 
and woollens are next in importance The Prenoh ftbsl 
in works of ornament. 

Commerce,— The chief exports are silks, wooHilliij 



FRANCE . 


89 


hides, leather, and brandy ; the chief imports are grain, 
wool, raw silk, wine, cotton, timber, hides, and coal. 

The Government, which has passed through many 
changes, is at present Republican. 

The French are polite, lively, and intelligent, but 
changeable, and fond of military glory. 

The great majority of the people are Roman Catholics. 

France was formerly divided into 32 Provinces. It is 
now divided into 87 Departments. 

Towns. — Paris, the capital, situated on the Seine, is 
the largest city in the world except London, and is strongly 
fortified. It is celebrated for its splendid public buildings 
and elegant manufactures. 

Manufacturing Towns. — Lyons, on the Rhone at its junc- 
tion with the Soane, is the second city in France, and the 
chief seat of the silk manufacture. St. Etienne (sang- 
tet-e-en'), south-west of Lyons, is noted for its iron manu- 
factures and ribbons. Rouen, on the Seine, is the centre 
of the French cotton trade. Lille (leel), in the north, has 
manufactures of linen. 

Sea^ports. — Marseilles (mar-sails'), on the Mediter- 
ranean is a very ancient city, and the greatest seaport in 
France. Bordeaux (bor-do'), on the Garonne, is the 
second port in the empire Wine, brandy, oil, and fruits, 
are the principal exports. Nantes (nants), on the Loire, 
has consiflerable commerce ; Havre (bav'-er) , at the 
mouth of the Seine, is the third seaport in France ; Calais? 
on the Strait of Dover, was long held by the English. 

Naoal Stations. — Toulon', on the Mediterranean; 
Brest, on the Atlantic ; and Cherbourg (sher-burg), 
on the Channel ; are the principal naval stations. 

Corsica is an island belonging to France, in the Medi- 
terranean, between the coast of Italy and the Island of 
Sardinia. 

Ajaccio (a-yat'-cbo), the capital, on the western coast, 
is the birthplace of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Foreign Possessions. — The principal colonies of France 
are Algeria, in Northern Africa; Senegal', Soudan, and 
CoNiio Territory, in Western Africa; Madagascar, in 
Africa; Cayenne (ki-en'), in South America; the 
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Isle op Bourbon, in the Indian Ocean ; PoNuiCHERRy, &c., 
in India ; Tong-Kinc; and French Cochin-China ; New 
Caledonia, &c., in the Pacific Ocean ; and some small 
islands in the West Indies. 

Switzerland. 

Switzerland is an inland country, ovaP in shape, 
hounded on the north by Germany ; on the east by Aus- 
tria ; on the south by Italy ; and on the west by France. 

Surface. — Switzerland is the most mountainous country 
in Europe, and is celebrated for its scenery. It is trav- 
ersed by ranges of mountains, rising from a table-land. 
The Jura Mountains divide Switzerland from France ; 
the Alps separate it from Italy. Monte Rosa, on the 
southern frontier, is the highest mountain in Europe, next 
to Mont Blanc. 

Rivers and Lakes. — The Rhine flows northwards 
through the Lake Of Constance ; the Rhone flows 
westward through the Lake Of Gene'va, or Leman. 
The Aar is a tributary of the Rhine ; the Inn flows 
eastward into the Danube. 

People. — The population is about 3 millions. The 
Swiss are noted for bravery, attachment to their native 
country, and love of freedom. 

The Government is a federal Republic. 

Divisions. — Switzerland is divided into 22 Cantons. 

Towns.— Gene'va, at the outlet of the lake, is the 
largest city, and noted for its watches. 

Basic (bahl), or Basel, on the Rhine in the north, has 
considerable trade. Bern, on the Aa)*. is the feat of 
Government Zurich, (zu'-rik), on a lake qf the same 
imme, has cotton and silk manufactures. Neuchater^ 
(nush-a-te?) , in the west, is on a lake of the same name. 

THE SPANISH PENINSULA. 

This peninsula includes the States of Spain and Portugal. 
Spain ift about four times larger than Portugal 


1 Ewc'Shaped. 


2 NewoAitle. 
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Spain. 

Spain is bounded on the north by the Bay of Biscay and 
France ; on the east and south by the Mediterranean ; on 
the west by Portugal and the Atlantic. 

Surface. — The interior consists of an elevated table-land, 
traversed by mountain ranges, called Sierras (se-er-'ras } . 
The Pyr'euees divide the country from France, and under 
the name of the Canta'brian Mountains, extend west- 
ward to Cape Pinister're. In the south and south-east, 
there are fertile plains. 

Rivees. — Five mountain ranges form four river basins, 
sloping westward, containing the DOUI O, TagUS, Guad- 
iana, and Guadalquiver, which enter the Atlantic. 
The Ebro has a southerly course into the Mediterranean. 

Climate. — The climate is in general dry ; the central 
table-land is subject to great extremes of heat and cold. 

Minerals, — Spain was famed in ancient times for its 
silver mines; but little is now obtained. Lead, copper, 
iron, and quicksilver, are produced in considerable 
quantities. 

Vegetation. — The soil is fertile along the coast : the 
central plateau contain some desert tracts. Agriculture 
is in a backward state ; a great part of the country is under 
pasture. Wheat, maize, and rice, are the principal grains. 
The vine, olive, orange, and mnlberry abound in the south 
and east. 

Animals. — The Spanish horses, mules, and asses, are 
noted for their excellence. Merino (me-ree'no) sheep are 
numerous, and yield large quantities of fine w^ool. 

People. — The population is about 17 millions. The 
Spaniards differ much ; but in general they are proud 
and indolent. Education is in a backward state. Bull- 
ffghts are the favourite amusement of both sexes. 

Like the other inhabitants of Southern Europe, the 
Spaniards are rather darker in complexion than the 
English, and have generally black hair. 

For more than a century after the discovery of America 
in 1492, Spain was the first state in Europe. It is now 
of teooiidary importance. 
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Industries. — Mamifaoinires and commerce are both in 
a depressed state, but improving. The roads are bad. 
Some lines of railway have been constructed. 

Commerce. — The chief exports are wine, lead, iron and 
copper ores, fruit, olive oil, and cork. The chief imports 
are cotton, spirits, sugar, timber, and coal. The foreign 
trade is chiefly with England and France. 

Reugton. — The Roman Catholic religion was, until 
lately, the only one tolerated. 

Government. — The Government is at presenta monarchy. 

Towns. — Madrid, the capital, situated in the central 
table land, is a large and handsome city. 

Barcelo'na, on the sonth-eastern coast, ^s the chief 
inanufac’uringand commercial city. Valencia, Alicant, 
and Malaga, are other seaports on the Mediterranean, 
with some trade. Cadiz, in the sonth-west on the Atlantic, 
is an ancient commercial city, very strongly fortified. 
Seville, on the Guadalquiver, has a fine cathedral, and a 
large tobacco manufactory. 

Cor'dova, on the Ga§,dalquiver, was the early capital 
of the Moors. 

Grana'da, in the south, the later capital of the Moors, 
is considered the most beautiful city in Spain. 

Toid'do, on the Tagus, an ancient capital, w^as formerly 
celebrated foi^ its sword manufactures. Salaman'ca, 
north-west of Madrid, has a university, once afuong the 
, first in Europe. Valladolid', north-east of Salamanca, 
also has a university. Saragos'sa, on the Ebro, is famous 
for its defence against the French. Corun'na, Santan'- 
der, and Bilba'O, are seaports on the Atlantic. 

Glbral'tar, in the south, is a celebrated fortress on a 
rock, belonging to the English. 

Major^ca, Minor'ca, and Iviza (e-vee'-sa), are islands 
in the Mediterranean belonging to Spain. 

Colonies.-— The Canary Islands in the Atlantic and 
a protectorate over part of the north-west coast of Africa 
is claimed. 

During a recent war with the United States Spain lost 
Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippine Islands, 

Andorra is a very small republic on the Pyrenees, under 
the protection of France. 
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Portugal. 

Portugal is botinded on the north and east by Spain ; 
on the south and west by the Atlantic Ocean. 

Surface. — Continuations of the Spanish Mountains 
traverse the country, dividing the basins of the rivers. 
The principal rivers are the Minho in the north ; the 
Douro and Tagus in the centre ; and the Guadiana in 
the south. 

Climate and Productions. — The climate is mild and 
healthy. The soil is fertile, but poorly cultivated. Wine 
is the chief production. Oranges, olives, and figs, are 
abundant in the south. 

People. — The population is nearly 5 millions. Educa- 
tion is in a backward state. The people are all Roman 
Catholics, 

The commerce is mostly in the hands of the English. 
Wine, cattle, and cork are the chief exports. 

Towns. — Lis'bon, the capital, about the sixe of Luck- 
now, situated on the Tagus, has considerable commerce. 

Opor'to, near the mouth of the Douro, is the second 
city in the kingdom, and has an extensive wine trade. 

Setu'bal, in the south, is a seaport, with fisheries and 
manufacture of salt. Coim'bra, towards the centre, has 
the only university in the kingdom. 

Foreig# Possessions. — The Azores, Madeiras, and 
Cape Verde Islands in the Atlantic ; Angola, Congo 
Territory, and Mozambique (mo-zam-heek') in Africa; 
Goa and some other settlements in India ; Macao 
(makow') in China. 

Italy. 

Italy is chiefly a long narrow peninsula in the south of 
Europe. It is bounded on the north by Switzerland and 
Aus^fla ; on the east by the Adriatic ; on the south by the 
Mediterranean ; and on the west by the Mediterranean and 
iVanoe. 

SoBfJkCiB*— 'The form resembles a boot, the small penin- 
blOalanbrla representing the foot, and that of 
the heel, separated by the Gulf of Taranl;o. 
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The Alps curve round the northern portion. The 
Apennines traverse the whole length of the peninsula. 

Volcanoes. — Etna in Sicily, Vesu'vius, near Naples, 
and Strom'boli» in the Lip'ari Islands to the north of 
Sicily, are celebrated volcanoes. Earthquakes are frequent 
in the south. 

Rivers. — The Po and Adige (ad -e*je) water the great 
plain lying between the Alps and Apennines, and flow 
into the Adriatic. The Arno, Ti'ber, and Voltur'no, 
descend into the Mediterranean from the western slopes 
of the Apennines. 

Climate. — Italy is noted for its clear sky, but it is 
subject to great changes of temperature. 

Productions. — Iron is obtained from the island of Elba ; 
the Apennines are noted for their marble; sulphur is 
found in large quantities in Sicily. Wheat, maize, the 
olive, vine, and mulberry, are the principal vegetable pro- 
ductions. Cattle are reared in great numbers, and more 
silk is produced than in any other European country. 

People. — The population is about 30 millions. The 
Italians are a very mixed people, though chiefly descended 
from the ancient Romans. They are acute^ and distin- 
guished for their taste Education is now spreading. 
The language, derived from the Latin, is very musical.^ 
Roman Catholicism is the national religion. m 

Italy was celebrated in ancient times as the seat of the 
Roman Empire, the greatest the world ever saw. It is 
also noted as containing the residence of the Pope, ihe 
head of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Commerce. — The chief exports are silk, wine, olive oil, 
coral, fruits, eggs, and sulphur ; the chief Imports are 
cotton and woollen goods, and iron manufactures. 

Political Divisions. — Until recently, the principal states 
were, Sardinia and Austrian Italy on the north ; IJjirma, 
Mod'kna, Tuscany, and the Papal States in the centre; 
with the kingdom of Naples on the south. The wfaot^ 
country is now formed into the Kingdom op Italy. 


PiedmoSTt, the north-western province of 


1 Step, clever. 2 BkUl in Judging oC teuty. 
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between the Alps and the Mediterranean, and is bounded 
on the west by France. 

Towns. — Turin, the capital of Piedmont, situated on 
the Po, is a fine city, with manufactures of silk. 

Gen'oa, “ The Superb, on the coast, was long the 
capital of a republic, and is still the principal seaport of 
Italy. 

Saiidinia is a rugged island, covered with extensive 
forests, but containing some fertile tracts. It is still in a 
very backward state. The capital is Cagliari (kal'-ya- 
re), in the south. 

Lombardy, called the Garden of Europe,” lies chiefly 
between the Alps and the Po. 

MiTan, on a tributary of the Po, has a splendid 
cathedral. 

Venetia lies between Lombardy and the Gulf of Venice. 

Venice, the capital, is built on a number of islets^ at the 
head of the^driatic. Canals serve as streets, and boats, 
called gon'dolas, as carriages. During the Middle Ages, 
it was the most commercial city in Europe, and the head 
of a powerful republic. 

Emilia, south of Lombardy and Venetia, includes 
the former Duchies of Parma and Mod'rna, with part of 
the Papal States. 

TowNS.-^OlOgna (bo-lon'-ya) has the oldest university 
in Italy. Par'ma and Modena were capitals of Duchies 
of the same name. Ravenna, near the Adriatic, was the 
last capital of the Roman Empire. 

San Marino (ma-ree'-no) is a small republic, south of 
Ravenna, which has existed nearly 1,400 years. 

Tuscany, south of Emilia, was formerly a Grand Duchy. 
It includes the valley of the Arno, famed for its beauty 
and fertility. The Maremm.a, or tract along the sea, south 
of the Arno, is swampy and pestilential. 

TowSs. — Florence, called ** The Beautiful,” the chief 
city, is situated on the Amo, and contains noble coUectioi^s 
of painting and sculpture. Pisa (pee'za), the birthplace 
of Galile'o, is famed for its leaning tower. Leghorn is a 


1 Very grand. 


2 Small islands. 
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large seaport, with straw-plait manufactures ; Lucca 
no^ for its olive oil. 

The Papal States, or those under the Pope, occupied 
the centre of the Peninsula. They are now divided chiefly 
into three provinces, —R ome, in the west ; Umbria, in the 
middle ; and The Marches, in the east. «» 

Towns.— R»omb, on the Tiber, was the mistress of the 
anoient world, and is now the capital of Italy. It GontfirinB 
majestic^ ruins, and the church of St. Peter, the finent in 
the world. 
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Anco'na, on the Adriatic, was the chief seaport of the 
Papal States. 

The Neapolitan Provinces include the south of Italy. 
With Sicily they formed the Kingdom of Naples, or the 
Two Sicilies. The southern districts were the worst 
governed parts of Italy. The people were sunk in ignor- 
ance, and the country^was infested by robbers. A great 
improvement is taking place. 

Towns, — Nappies stands on a beautiful bay of the same 
name, and is the largest city in Italy. The population is 
450,000, — about the same as Madras. 

Brindisi (brin'-de-se)» on the Adriatic, is an ancient 
seaport, at which Indian mail steamers now call. 

SrciLT, the largest and most fertile island in the Medi- 
terranean, was formerly called the Granary of Italy. 

Towns. — Palermo, the capital, on the north-west coast, 
is a fine city, with a university. Messina (mes-see^-na), 
on the strait of the same name, is the chief commercial city. 
Syracuse (sir'-a-cuse) , 6n the south-east coast, was the 
ancient capital of the island. Glrgenti, on the south 
coast, has exports of sulphur. Catania is at the foot of 
Etna. 

Foreign Possessions. — Italy has annexed part of north- 
eastern Africa. Massowah is the chief port. 

The island of Malta, the ancient Mel'ita, lies to the 
south of Simly, and now belongs to Britain. 

Valet'ta, the capital, is strongly fortified, and is the 
chief station of the English Mediterranean fleet. 

Greece. 

Greece is bounded on the north by Turkey ; on the 
west and south by the Mediterranean ; and on the east by 
the -^Ege'an Sea, or Archipelago.^ 

The three great divisions are Hellas, or Continental 
Qrter.e ; the Mori'a or Peninsular Greece ; and the Islands. 

SuSf ACE. — Greece is diversified with rugged mountains 
and beautiful valleys. The coasts are indented with deep 
bays and gulfSt and studded^ with small islands. 

Cliuati:, &o.— I^he sky is generally clear and cloudless. 
The dimate is temperate and healthy. Corn, wine, oil, 
1 sea of the Greeks. A sea with many small islands. 3 Set thickly. 
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honey, and silk, are produced in some quantities, but the 
country is mainly pastoral. 

People. — The population is about 2 millions. The Greeks 
are a nation of seamen and keen traders ; but they are 
also fond of learning. The Greek Church is the established 
religion. 

The manufactures are inconsiderable, but the commerce 
is extensive. Small dried grapes, called currants,^ and olive 
oil are the chief exports ; grain and cotton goods, the 
chief imports. Parts of the country are unsettled and 
infested by robbers. 

Towns. — Athens, the capital, situated to the north of 
the Gulf of .^Egi'na, was the birthplace of the most 
renowned orators,® philosophers, painters, and sculptors, 
of ancient times. The modern city still contains many 
magnificent remains of antiquity.^ 

Corinth, on the Isthmus of Corinth, was once a splendid 
but licentious* city. Patra4S', near the entrance to the 
Gulf of Corinth, is the principal seaport. Kauplia, near 
the head of the Gulf of Nauplia, was for a few years the 
capital of modern Greece. Argos, at the head of the Gnlf 
of Nauplia, is considered the most ancient city in Greece. 

Sparta in the south, was, next to Athens, the most 
renowned city of ancient Greece. 

Navarino (na-va-ree'no) is situated in the south-west, 
on the Mediterranean. 

Syra (see'-ra) is a flourishing seaport on one of the 
Cyclades. 

The Ionian Islands are a group, chiefly to the west of 
Greece. Some of the principal are Corfu, Ith'aca. 
Cephalo'nia, and Zan'te. 

Turkey in Europe. 

The Ot'toman* or Turkish Empire comprises three great 
divisions-— Turkey in Europe, Turkey in Asia, and 
Turkey in Africa. 

Turkey in Europe is bounded on the north by Austria, 
Seryia, aud Roumania ; on the east by the Blacl: Sea ; on 

1 From Oorlnth. 2 Pablib speakera. SOldtimoB* 4 Immorali hot bbkste. 
S 8^ from OUsnum, the first sultin. 
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the south by the Archipelago and Greece ; and on the 
west by the Adriatic. Its limits were greatly reduced 
during the late war with Russia. 

Surface. — The surface is hilly. The HaB'xnus,' or 
Balkan^ Mountains traverse the country from east to 
west, and send ofF spurs in different directions. 

Rivers. — The Danube, with its tributaries, drains the 
country to the north of the Balkan Mountains. Numerous 
I small rivers flow southward into the Archipelago. 

Climate. — The climate is in general mild and healthy, 
though subject to extremes of heat and cold. 

Productions. — Iron is the only important mineral. The 
soil is fertile, but agriculture is in a very backward state. 
Wheat, maize, millet, tobacco, cotton, and hemp, are the 
principal objects of cultivation. Cattle and sheep are 
reared in great numbers, and considerable quantities of 
silk, honey, and wax, are produced. Carpets are woven. 

People .—The population is about 9 millions, of whom 
about one-half are directly under the Sultan. The Turks 
are proud, indolent, and bigoted; but brave, and, in general, 

I honest. Though the governing people, they are less than 
I two millions in number, while there are about 7 millions 
of Bulgarians, Albanians, and Greeks 
Commerce. — Grain, fruit, opium, and silk are the chief 
exports ; cjtton goods and metals are the chief imports. 

Government. — The sovereign is called the Sultan ; and 
his chief minister, the Chrand Vizier, 

Religion. — Muhammadanism is the religion of the 
Turks ; the other inhabitants generally belong to the 
Greek Chuich. 

I Provinces. — The principal divisions of Turkey Proper 
are Roume'lia ; Alba'nia, south of the Balkan Mountains ; 
Eastern Roume'lia, with Bulga'ria, south of the Danube, 
are under a Prince elected by their National Assembly- 
Tow^. — OoNSTANTiNOPLB,^ or Stamboul,^ the capital of 
the Ottoman empire, is situated on the Bos'porus. The 
situatiop is extremely beautiful, and the city, with its 

I The ancient name. 2 Hiia^h ridge. 3 The city of Constantine. 4 The City. 

from having been the oi^ital of the JESasteni 
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minarets and gilded domes, has a magnificent appearance 
from the sea. The houses, however, are built chiefly of 
woodi and the streets are narrow and dirty. It is rather 
larger than Calcutta. 

Gallip'oli, on the Dardanelles, is the chief naval station. 
Adriano'ple,^ to the north-west, on the Maritza, is the 
second city in the empire, and was the capital of the Turks 
before they took Constantinople. Salonlki (sal-o-nee'- 
kee), tho ancient Thessaloni'ca, situated at the head of the 
Gulf of Saloniki, is the second seaport. 

Bulgaria includes Schumla, a fortified city in a 
pass of the Balkans ; Varpa, the principal seaport on the 
Black Sea ; Silis'tria, on the Danube, noted for its defence 
against the Russians ; Tirno'va, near the centre ; and 
Sofia (so-fe'-a), the capital, towards the west. 

Candia, the ancient Crete, is a large island to the south 
of the Archipelago. Candia, in the north, is the chief 
town. 


Roumania, Servia, ani> Montenegro.^ 

Roumania consists of Walla'chia and Molda'via, 
north of the Danube. The population is about 5 millions- 

Bu'charest, the capital, in Wallachia, is a town of 
considerable size. Jassy (yas'-se), on a tributary of 
the Pruth, is the chief town in Moldavia. • 

Servia is a small kingdom south of the Danube, between 
Bulgaria and Bosnia. The capital is Belgrade', on the 
Danube, formerly a very important fortress. 

Montbne'gro is a wild mountainous country, east of the 
Adriatic, The capital is Cetigne (zetinye), a small place. 

AFRICA. 

Ab'kica is bounded on the north by the Mediterranean 
on the east by the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean*? and oi 
the west by the Atlantic. Of the continents, Africa t 
the second in size, but the least known and the meat an 
civilized. It is sometimes called the “ Dark Continent.^ 

1 OttUsd after it» foondar, the Ecnuan Emperor Adriaa. 3 Ithe rmEtat 
Black Mountain. It ie eo called from being covered with forests* 
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Divisions. — T he following are the principal divisions : — 


In the North. 

Egypt and Nn'bia, Trip'oli, Tunis, Alge^ria, and 
Morocco. 


In the Centre. 


Abyssinia, Saha'ra, or the great Desert, and Soudan, 


In the West. 


Senegambia, Upper and Lower Guinea, and the Congo 
Territories. 


In the South, 


German South-west Africa, Cape Colony, Natal, the 
Orange River, and Transvaal Colonies. 


In the East. 

Portuguese, German and British East Africa, Zanzibar 
and the Italian Protectorate. 

Gulfs, &c. — The shores of Africa are rounded, and the 
coast islands are few. The following are the principal 
Gulfs : Q-ulf Of Sidra (see'-dra), north of Tripoli; G-ulf 
Of Oa'bes, east of Tunis ; Gulf Of Guinea, near the 
middle of the West Coast ; Table Bay and Algo'a Bay 
in the soutli ; Delago'a Bay, and Sofa'la Bay, in the 
south-east ; Gulf Of Aden, in the east. Mozambique 
Cbannel separates Madagascar from the mainland. 

Capes .—Cape Bon, north of Tunis ; Cape Blanco 
(White Cape), and Cape Verd (Green Cape), on the 
west ; Cape Palmas, in Guinea ; Cape of Good Hope 
and Cape Agulhas (a-gooT-yas) (Needles), in Gape 
Colony ; and Cape Guardafui (gar-da-fwee'), the most 
easteidy point of the continent. 

SuEFACE,— -The interior of Africa, as far as yet known, 
appeapi to consist of vast table-lands of moderate elevation, 
separikted from the coast by ranges of mountains. The 
Saha'ra, or Great Desert, is an immense tract of arid 
sand, wi^ only a few fertile spots, called oases^ stretching 
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across the continent from the Atlantic to the lied Sea, A 
great part of the interior is yet unexplored. The Atlas 
Mountains, in the north ; the Kong Mountains, in 
Upper Guinea; the Lupa'ta Range, west of Mozambique ; 
and the Abyssinian Mountains* are the principal chains 
known at present. The highest peak yet discovered is 
Killmanja^ro, about 3| miles in height, near the equator, 
west of Zanzibar. 

Rivers. — Africa is the least watered of the great 
divisions of the earth. The Kile, the longest river in 
Africa, flows northward into the MediteiTanean. The 
Senegal' and Gam'bla flow westward into the Atlantic. 
The Nl'ger,! with its tributary, the Chadcla, falls into 
the Gulf of Guinea. The Congo and the Orange River 
flow westward into the Atlantic ; the Zambesi has an 
easterly course into the Indian Ocean. 

Lakes. — Eastern Africa, contains some very large lakes ; 
as the VlctorlaNyan'za,2 and the Albert Kyan'zanear 
the equator ; Tanganyl'lca,^ Bangweolo, and Nyassa,® 
south of the equator, with others not yet fully known ; 
and Lake Tchad, near the centre of the continent. 

Climate. — ^More than three-fourths of Africa lies within 
the Torrid Zone, and it is the hottest and driest of all 
the great divisions of the globe ; but a belt on eaob side 
of the equator is well watered. There are in general 
but two seasons, tbe dry and the rainy, the lattir following 
the sun. 

Minerals. — Gold is found in the sand of many of the 
large rivers in Central Africa. Gold and diamonds are 
obtained in South Africa, Salt is abundant in several 
parts of the continent. 

Vegetation* — Much of the soil is barren, but it is very 
fertile where well watered. Wheat, douira, and barley, 
are the principal grains in the north. Oi*anges, olives, the 
cotton tHant, and the date-palm likewise abotind* the 
west of Central Africa, maize, rice, the cassava/ yams, 
plantains, sugar, and palm-oil are the chief vegetable 

I Mger laaAnt blade. 2 Mganea and Ngatm bofcb maan 9 The aMkXaa 
i A InudOfTOOt. * 
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productions; the east is the native region of the coffee plant. 
Southern Africa is noted for its beautiful heaths ; wheat, 
the vine, and cotton, are now cultivated there to some 
extent. 

Animals. — The camel, ox, sheep, and horse, are the 
principal domestic animals. The gorilla,* lion, elephant, 
rhinoceros, hippopot' amus,* giraffe, zebra, and ostrich, are 
found in the jungles and deserts ; crocodiles are numerous 
in many of the rivers. Clouds of locusts sometimes lay 
waste large tracts ; white ants swarm along the coasts of 
Guinea. 

PcoPLE. — The population of. Africa is very uncertain ; 
but it is now estimated at about 100 millions. Some 
northern tribes, and the European colonists in the south, 
belong to the Caucasian race. The centre is peopled 
chiefly by negroes, in a low state of civilization. A brown 
race is found in the south. The slave trade has long been 
the curse of Africa. The native governments are all very 
despotic, and frequently at war to obtain slaves. Poly- 
^my is universal, Christianity exists in a very corrupt 
foirm in Abyssinia ; Muhammadanism prevails in the nortli. 
The great majority of the negroes are sunk in the grossest 
Idolatry, worshipping feathers, egg-shells^. «r© any thing 
they set aside as a, fetich, Christianity is, however, spread * 
ing among them in various parts. 

The greater part of Africa is now claimed by different 
European nations. 


Egypt. 

Egypt forms the north-eastern extremity of Africa. It 
is bounded on the south by Nubia, and on the west by the 
Great Desert. 

SuKFACB.-^Egypt includes the lower valley of the Nile, 
and adflat triangular district in the north, caUed the Delta, 
between the two principal branches of the Nile. 

CLiMAif iL^The climate is very dry ; rain is almost un- 
known in lj|4)np Egypt* The heat in summer is excessive,^ 

A kind 'it tnonker. 2 Rirnr-howe. 3 More thnnenongb, very gre»t 
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but during the rest of the year the temperature is mild 
and pleasant. The dews at night are very heavy. 

Productions. — The districts watered by the Nile are 
exceedingly fertile ; the rest of the country is a parched 
desert. 

The chief productions are millet, wheat, sugar, cotton, 
indigo, tobacco, dates, onions, and cu'cumbers. Crocodiles 
abound in the Upper Nile. 

People. — The population consists of Copts, descendants 
of the original inhabitants, Arabs, and Turks. There are 
some Europeans, who are called Franks. Arabic is the 
prevailing language. 

Commerce. — Cotton, beans, wheat, and sugar are some 
of the principal exports ; cotton cloth, coal, and metals 
are the principal Imports. 

Government. — The Government is despotic. 

Religion. — The Copts profess a cornipt form of Chris- 
tianity ; but the great majority of the people are Muham- 
madans. 

Divisions. — The three principal divisions are Lower 
Egypt, in the north ; Middle Egypt ; and Upper Egypt, in 
the south. 

Towns. — Cairo (ki'ro), on the Nile, is the capital of 
Egypt, and the largest city in Africa. 

Alexandria, on the Mediterranean, is the chief port, 
and possesses considerable trade. t 

Su'ez, a seaport at the head of the western arm of the 
Red Sea» is connected by a canal, 87 miles in length, with 
Port Said (sa-eed'), on the Mediterranean, 

Ancient Monuments. — Egypt is remarkable for its early 
civilization. Its immense pyramids^ and ruins of mag- 
nificent temples, still bear witness to its former greatness 

Nubia and the Upper Nile. 

Nubia lies south of Egypt. Sbnnaae' and KoBudFAN 
are provinces to the south of Nubia. ^ ^ ^ * 

With the exception of a narrow strip whicAi is watered 
by the Nile, the county is coniposed in general of rooky 
and sandy desserts. The climate is dry and iNot* 

1 Bttildiiigs with four sid«8 ending |n a polati * 
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Pyramid and head of Sphinx* 

Towns. — Khartuni, at the junction of the White and 
Blue Niles, the principal town, is connected by rail with 
Cairo. Sennaar', on the Blue Nile, was formerly 
the capital of an independent kingdom, but is now much 
decayed. 

The Khedive^ of Egypt claimed the whole valley of the 
Nile. The Egyptian Soudan included the Upper Nile to 
Lakes Albert and Victoria Nyanza, with Darfur and 
some othei*districts in the west. A rebellion broke out in 
1883, and all had to be abandoned except Egjyt Proper. 
Under General Kitchener it has been recovered. 

Abyssinia. 

Abyssinia, forming a part of the ancient Ethiopia, lies 
south-east of Nubia and Sennaar. 

It consists chiefly of high table-land8,traversed by rugged 
mountains. The elevation renders the climate in general 
oooleiethan that of Nubia, and the plentiful rains cause the 
soil to be very productive. 

PaopLE. — The inhabitants, estimated at 3 millions,^ con- 
sist of various tribes^ who are supposed to have originaHy 

1 Viceroy, a title granted by the Sultan of Turkey to the ruler of 

Egypt. • 
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come over from Arabia. They are in a low state of 
civilization, and occasionally eat raw flesb. Etbiopic, tbe 
ancient language, is no longer veniacnjar/ tbongb dialects 
of it are spoken in the higher districts. The principal 
exports are ivory, gold and coffee. 

The religion is a very corrupt form of Christianity 
The eastern coasts are peopled by the Gallas, a negro race, 
who often make inroads to plunder the conntay. 

Abyssinia at one time formed a powerful kingdom, but 
it was afterwards divided into petty*' states, which were 
generally at war with one another. The principal divi- 
sions are — Amha'ea, in the centre; Tigue (tee-gray), in the 
north-east ; and Sho'a, in the south-east. At present they 
are under one king, who calls himself Negus ^ or King 

of kings. 

Towns.— Gondar, north of Lake Dembea, is the capital 
of Ambara; Magda'la, south-east, was taken by the 
English. A'dowa is the present, and Axum the former, 
capital of Tigre. AnkObar is the capital of Shoa. 

Adis. — Ababa is now the Capital of the Kingdom. 

Mas^owa, the chief port on the coast, is held by Italy 

Babbaky States. 

, Babbabt extends from Egypt to the Atlantic, and from 
the Mediterranean to the Sahara. ^ 

Surface. — There are three regions. A strip of fertile 
land, called the “ XgUt” extends along the cosst, increasing 
in breadth towards Ine west ; a central plateau, traversed 
by the Atlas Range, stretches nearly from the Atlantic to 
Cape Bon ; in ifte south, a sandy regioiTsIopes fdwardslhe 
SSarST There are no large rivers. 

Climate. — The eastern parts and others exposed to the 
sultry winds of the Great Desert, are very hot ; along the 
coast the climate is temperate. 

Productions. — W heat, millet, barley, cotton, tcj^acco, 
dates, olives, oranges, and other fruits, are the 
vegei^ble productions. Dates are so abund«»*it m the 
aamy region between the Atlas Mountains and tbe 
that it is called Beled»ehJertd^ the Land of Dates. The 

] Commonly spoken. 2 SmslL 
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horses are excellent, and the sheep have very fine wool. 
Lions, hyenas, and other wild animals, are mimerons. 

People .«-~ jdoQra occnpy t^ie oftje R ; Berbers, the original 
inbabitantait. and jKandedn^Araba, dwell in 
and jplains. The Moors are notorious for their treachery^, 
cruelty, and their hatred of Christians. They were for- 
merly much addicted to pi'racy, but this has been stopped 
by the English and French. Jews are numerous and 
wealthy. Arabic is the common language. 

Commerce . — Esparto grass^ from the eastern States? 
grain, and olive oil, are the chief exports ; cotton goods 
are the chief imports. 

The native Governments are very despotic. Strict 
Muhamma danism is t)ie prevailing religion. 

Tli VI SIGNS. — The principal divisions are — Trip oli in the 
east ; Te/nts a nd AhflfilSIA the centre ; and in 

the west. 

TRif>OLT^ including Barca and Fezzan, the largest but 
most thinly peopled of the Barbary States, is a province 
Turkish empire, under a Pasha. 

TflPOlC ihe capital, slCSa^eronW^ coast, is visited by 
the trading caravans from Central Africa. 

Fezzan, to the south of Tripoli, is a large district, with 
some scattered oases. The chief town is Murzuh 

Tunis, the most northern, is the smallest of the Barbary 
; b4t it is fertile, and possesses extensive trade. It 
iaja nw ^der France. 

Tju^is, ibe capital, is a large commercial city on a lake 
which communicates^ with the Mediterranean. The ruins 
fi Ifirn in the neighbourhbod. 

AuGEy .! ^ formerly under a prince called the Dcy, was 

thr 

Algiers, the capital, situated on the Mediterranean, 
was long notorious for its piracies. It was bombarded 
by Leitd Exmouih in 1816, and the Christian slaves were 
Hbeaaated,^ 

Monocco, or Marocco, is the most fertile and populous of 
the Bai^bary States, llie Sultan is independent. 


1 For making paper. 2 JoixiB. S Set free. 
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Morocco, the capital, is an inland town. Magadore, 
on the west coast, is the principal seaport. Fez, north- 
east of Morocco, is regarded as a holy city. 


The Sahara, or the great Desert. 

The Sahara, or the Great Desert, lies south of the 
Barbary States, and extends from the Atlantic to Egypt 
The eastern part is often called the Libyan Desert. It 
is nearly twice the size of India, and is the most parched, 
barren, and terrific waste upon the globe. Burning 
winds sweep over it, raising the sand in clouds, and some- 
times burying travellers. 

Rock-sa l t I S fgund in the J^gst. Thorny shrubs are 
thinly scattered^over the surface, and tlyere are soip^ 
watered by springs, containing groves of t^eUatepSm. 
A great part of the nopulation of the Great Desert are 
A pah Moprs, much dreaded^ by travellers. Caravans 
traverseThe Sahara in difEerent directions, halting at the 
oases. There are no towns. The ^northern tribes are 
ipp stly Berbers ^the s outhern, negroes . 

Tke wesCernhalf oi^Ee SaEaia ib claimed by France 

Soudan, or Nigritia. 

Soudan or Negroland, the land of the l^lacks, lies 
souTh of the Sahara,* an Jsti;! 9 tches from SenQganjbia o n the 
west, t(^he re g i op of th e Nile^on the east. The west and 
s^flBfare tdllynSiit most of the oounSy consists of large 
plains, water^ by great rivers, and separated by sandy 
tuictg. The wester n half is trave rsed hy • th e 

eastern includes thenbasm oTTakeTToto 
^ The prihciptl states are BAMBABRX~and Timbuc'too, on 
the Upper Niger; Gando, on the Lower Nigw ; SoiOTo', easi 
of Gando ; Bobnu, south-west of Lake Tchad ; 
south-east of Lake Tchad, and Wadai to the eastward. 
All, except Wadai, are now mcluded in Ergnch 0*^^ Rritiah 
The inhabitants areeEiiffly15egrQlS%e^ 
with a mixed race, partly dTTfooWBlt 

2te8tseiitr *^'%ey in a low state of civilizimoii, 
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Towns, — Se'go* where Park, the traveller, first saw the 
[STiger. is thl^cSgtt^^^ tlTe 

Srig fir, „lR-th^^£r8t p lace reached "By caravans’'^omT5ie 

aoxth^Bcith ammw.ijicH3M115J^eD 

is supp osed to be the largest town in Sbud ^ ; JSIuka^ 
aear Lake Toliad, is the ca pita l p| B^ j EoiLiii^I^w 
ttrB^shT^ * 

WESTERN AFRICA. 


Western Africa includes the long range of coast which 
extends southward from the Sahara to the Tropic of Capri- 
corn^and from the s^^tore seveSThundFeTEones^ 
r Tem b races Senegambia i n the north ; yTppEs._/ln:rMRA^ iry 
yBe iQv^R i rUiNEA. in the spn^h. 

Su RPACE . — T h^ gQpglSajS^^ form jgar ^of th e 

bound ^g^];iet wepi^^ __and W es tern Afrma . In 

general7*^tensive tracts of low land ~sfa?efoE "along the 
shore, but in some cases, as at Sierra Leo'ne (Lion Hill), 
the mountains approach near to the coast. 

Rivers.— The Senegal, G-ambia. Quorra, Congo, I 
and numerous other rivers, enter the sea by mouths J 
generally hidden under a dense mass of the rankest ' 
vegetation. 

Climat|. — The climate is intensely hot, and so unhealthy 
to Europeans, that the country has been called the * * v^bite 
man’s grg^ve/^ 

People, "jcTb. — ^The population is almQsfc_w hQlly Ni ^ro, 
with a few residents from various European nations. 
Palm«oiL oil-nuts, and ivory are the pri n cipal exports ; 

cKief mi?orL Tli^sfave^I^^ 
merly carried on to a great extent. JEieiifiluOTl^^ 
hftip nf |a(i !a p i ppi a re the prevailing religions ; but Christian- 
ity is gradually spreading. 


Senegambia. 

Seuegambia includes the countries watered by the 
rivers Senegal and Gsmbia. Qxim is the p rincipal 
export Most of it is included in tnel^SencBT scff^ 
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Senegal, which extends far inland, gt, LoniBi AtLlthe 
month of th e Sen^al^^ tj^^ capital.^^ Qo^ree^gOrijiy) 
ii niaF Cape V erSu jSatliurst, near the nibnth of ^ 
•QliiMhta, is ^ British settlemeiit. 

Upper Guinea. 

Along the whole coast, English, French, and Germans 
have established trading stations and protectorates. The 
principal snb-divisions at present are Sierra Leone, 
Libb'eia, French Gold Coast Colony, English Gold 
Coast Colony, German Togoland, La'gos, N^igbria, and 
the German Cameroons. Palm-oil is the chief export. 

S 1 ERR 4 Ii|lQiy3, in the west, is a British 
fotinded in 1787, for the suppression^ of the slave trader 

Liberij| (Free State), south-east of Sierra Leone, is an 
independent negip repiablip. 

T hp Gold Coast was so called from the gold found in 
its riverB." "'^^^ part is a French colon y ; th e 

f wterij^ belpngr^ EhgTjihC. “ The lafler contems the 

ritish seTdemehS^^^^^^ Coast Castle ahS ^ll- 

mina^ (eUm^-na). LAGOt ^lliineht bn 

the Bight 01 Benin. jSsHANTEi^ lies in tfae interior, porth 
The capitalJli*lDooinas'si e. Il, is 

j^iho MEY IS a native kingdom, to the east of Asbantee, 

The Royal Niger Company’s Territories, now called 
Nigeria, extend inland from the coast to Lake Tchad. 
They include the whole course of the Lower Niger. 

iucludeJCiamAND, a small 
dislridt east of the Gold Coast, and the Cameroons, 
including the Cameroon Mountains. 

Lower Guinea. 

„ comprises figMO. tte Qiaap 

^he Fort ugoese CoIoot ^Angom, 


I Fufetilig (town* 



SOUTH AFRICA. 


Ill 


French Congo includes the territory between the 
ilerman Cameroons and the Congo Free State. The 
Q-abOOn and Ogowal are two of the principal rivers. 
B razaville is a s tation on the Congo. 

The Cqnqo^ree Stat e comprises the greater part of 
the Congo basin, and extends inland to Lake Tanganyika. 
Tt is under Boma , on the Lower 

Congo, is tlie chief station. " 

The Portuguese Colony of^ ANGOL A lies sout hs q|. ^the 
Congo Iree State. StTPatil fteTl^dSnda, on the coast, 
18 the chief settlement. Benguela is “'fT port farther 
south. — — — 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

South Africa includes German South-West Africa, 
Cape Colony, Natal, the Orange River and Transvaal 
Colonies, Bbchuanaland, Rhodesia, and some other 
divisions. 

Tt consists chiefly of plains and table-lands, bounded on 
the south and east by ranges of mountains. The Nieuw- 
veld, Sneuwbergen,! and Drakenberg Mountains 
extend along the south-eastern coast. The Orange River, 
or Gariep', flows westward into the Atlantic. 

Climate. — The climate is hot and dry in the north ; 
healthy an<^ temperate in the south. I^cember and Jan- 
uary are the warm est piont]^ j Q'lid July ^e coldest. 

pROi>ucTiONS.-~JDiamonds are found in the basimof^th^ 
( grange Riv er . The Transvaal contains rich gold fiel ds. 

h^adfiyj^jiats, and the vine are cultivated. The 
li on, gir affe, zebra, land deer are the principal wild animals. 
C^attleTiheep, and horses are reared largely, and ostrich 
breeding has been commenced. 

People. — The principal native tribes are the Hot- 
tentots, in the west, an inofEensive'^ people, proverbial^ 
for igioranoe, laziness, and filth ; with the Kafirs and 
ZulUSi warlike races, in the east. The European inhabit- 
ants o^Ciist chiefly of hoer$ or fa nners, de 8 oen danta .^Qf 
thoDj^h settlers, an d ijj ngnsh" cof dmiM ^'"^ 

Mountains, t Harmless. 3 Used as a proverb. 
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Commerce. — -G old, wool, dia^onds^j skins, ostricli 
^tkers, copper, cETSr~*exp^^ 
clotEn^lpd are the chief imports. 

" Cape Colony take its name from the Cape of Good 
Hope. It extents from the south coast of Africa to the 
Orange River, aind from the Atlantic to the Great Kei 
Hiver. The ground rises by terraces towards the Nieuw- 
veld Mountains, which traverse the colony ; on the north, 
arid plains slope towards the Orange River. 

TOWNS. — Cape Town, the capital, situated on the 
south-west of Table Bay, was formerly much frequented 
by shipping. GmquA L^p West, a district to the 
north-east of Cape Colony, contains djamoiid fields. 
Kimberley is the chief town. 

Natal', on the south-east coast of Africa, is a British 
colony, formed in 1856. 

The Transvaal^ or So<;TO-AymeAN — , to the 
north-east, is now a British Colony. Pretoria is the 
capital, but Jobannesberg, in the gold-miaii:ig.j^^ 

.is by far the largest town. 

The Orange Free State, to the north-east of Cape 
Colony, is now the Orange River Colony. The capital, 
Bloemfontein, is a small place. 

For making war against England, the two Republics were 
annexed in 1900. 

Damara Land, on the coast, to the north of tthe Orange 
River, has been annexed by Germany, 

Bechuanaland is a large district, north of Cape Colony, 
under British protection. 

Rhodesia is a large tract between the Transvaal and 
British Central Africa. Matabeleland and Masbona- 
land aa?e the two principal divisions. Buluwayo and 
Port Salisbury are the chief stations. 

The British Central Africa Protectorate lies north of 
Rhodesia. Zomba is the chief station. 

EASTERN AFRICA. 

Eastern Africa includes the line of the coast extend- 
ing from Zulu Land to the Straits of Bab-ebmandeb. The 
principal divisions are Sofala and Mozambique in the 

I Beyond the river Vaal* 
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south, containing some Portuguese settlements ; Zanzibar 
and the Soma'li Country in the north ; and the Lake 
Region in the interior. 

The coasts are in general low, in some parts sandy, in 
others marshy. A chain of mountains, some of whose 
peaks are covered with perpetual snow, bounds the in- 
terior table-land which includes the Lake Region, The 
Albert Nyanza and Victoria Nyanza in the north, 
Tanganyika, in the centre, Bangweolo and Nyassa, 
in the south, are some of the largest lakes ; but there are 
several others not yet fully known. 

The Zambesi, the principal river, flows eastward into 
the Mozambique Channel. 

Ivory, spices, gums, and oil are the chief exporta : cotton 
goods and beads, the chief imports, Arabs and Gujaratis 
are the principal merchants. The slave trade is carried 
on to a great extent ; but efforts are being made by the 
British Government for its suppression. There are no 
roads, and goods are carried chie% by men. Fetich ism is 
the prevailing religion. 

The British Central Africa Protectorate lies north 
of the South Africa Company's Territory, and between the 
Portuguese Settlements, on the East and West Coasts. 

Portuguese Settlements. — Mozambique, on an island, 
is the chieS of the Portuguese settlements. 

Zanzibar', formerly under the Sultan of Muscat, is now 
under British protection. Zanzibar, the capital, on an 
island, is the largest town in Eastern Africa, and has con- 
siderable trade. 

The Germans have lately annexed a large tract of 
country, north of Zanzibar, including the mountain 
Kilimanjaro. 

British East Africa extends along the coast from 
German Bast Africa to the river Juba, and inland beyond 
the Albert Nyanza. The chief station is Mombasa, 
On an island. Uganda is a districf north-west of the 
Victoria Nyanza. A railway from Mombasa is in progress. 

Italy claims a protectorate over the south-west coast of 
the BM^ea. Massowa is its chief port. 

8 
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Islands of Africa. 

Soco tra is an island east from Cape Guardafui, noted 
for its aloes. It was lately annexed by England. 

Madagascar, to the east of the continent, is a large 
island, greater in size than the Lower Provinces of Bengal. 
It is traversed by mountains from north to south. The 
interior is cool and healthy ; the coasts are hot and 
subject to fever. The soil is very fertile, and cattle are 
numerous. The inhabitants are of Malayan origin. It is 
now a French Colony, and the Queen has been banished to 
Bourbon. 

Tananarivo, near the centre, is the capital. Tamatave 
(tam-a-tave'), on the east coast, is the principal seaport. 

Bourbon, or Reunion, is an island belonging to France to 
the east of Madagascar. Sugar is the principal production. 

Mauritius^ is a fertile island belonging to Britain, to 
the east of Madagascar. Sugar is the chief object of 
cultivation. The capital is Port LouiS. 

St. Hele'na is a small island in the Atlantic^ celebrated 
as the place of exile of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

The Cape Verd Islands are a group, to the west of 
Cape Verd, belonging to Portugal. 

The Cana'ry Islands, belonging to Spain, lie south- 
west of Morocco. Teneriffe (ten'-er-iff), tlje largest, 
contains a lofty volcanic peak. 

Madeira, north from the Canary Islands, belongs to 
Portugal, and is famed for its mild climate and excellent 
wine. Funchal (fun'-shal) is the capital. 

AMERICA. 

America is situated between the Atlantic Ocean on the 
east, the Pacific on the west, and the Arctic on the north. 
It consists of two great divisions, North and ^outh 
America, which are joined together by the Isthmus Of 
Panama', or Pa'rlen. 

The area of America is nearly lb million square miles. 
General Aspect. — North ana South Amernpa are each 

1 So called bj tbie Batch alter Prince Haorioa of Hc^liociaf 
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triangalar in shape, with the point towards the south. 
N'orth America is distinguished for its lahes^ and South 
America for its rivers^ the largest in the world. 

North America resembles Europe in having deeply in- 
dented coasts and extensive inland seas ; South America is 
like Africa in having a margin little broken. Both divi- 
sions of the continent have an immense mountain chain, 
running north and south near the western shore, and 
abounding with volcanoes ; a low ridge on the opposite 
side ; and a vast central plain, watered by great rivers. 
The general slope is eastwards. 

Vegetables. — Maize, the potato, tobacco, the pine-apple, 
the cinchona tree (sin-ko'-na) yielding quinine, and many 
other plants, came originally from America. Wheat, rice, 
the sugar-cane, cotton, &c., were brought to America by 
Europeans, 

Animals. — When America was discovered by Columbus, 
it had no cattle, sheep, or horses : the llama and alpaca 
were the only beasts of bur len. Lions and tigers are not 
found in America ; but there are smaller beasts of prey, 
called the puma and jaguar (jag-u-ar'), which somewhat 
resemble them. Turkeys came first from America. 

People. — The population of America is about 120 
millions. North America contains about 88 millions of 
inhabitants ; South America, 33 millions. 

NORTH AMERICA. 

The principal divisions of North America, are : — in the 
north, British America ; in the centre, the United States ; 
in the south, Mexico, Guatema'la, Salvador', Hondu'ras, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica (ree'-ka), and the West India 
Islands. 

Gulps. — The principal openings into the land are 
Baf f ilFBay,! west of Greenland ; Hudson Bay,® a vast 
inland sea, communicating with the Atlantic ; the G-Ulf 
Of St. Lawrence, at the mouth of the St. Lawrence; 
thf ^ulf pf Mexico, to the south of the United States ; 

l So from Baffin, who explored it. 2 Discovered by Hudson. 
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the Caribbean Sea, between the West India Islands 
and South America ; and on the W est Coast, which is 
veiy little broken, the GrUlf Of California. 

Islands. — Greenland, in the north-east ; Southamp- 
ton, Cockburn. and Melville Islands, in the north ; 
Newfoundland, south-east of Labrador ; Cape Breton 
and Prince Edward Islands, in the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence ; the West India Islands, between North and 
South America ; Vancouver and Queen Charlotte 
Islands, west of British America. 

Peninsulas. — The chief peninsulas are those of Lab- 
rador' and Nova Scotia in the east ; Florida and 
Yucatan' in the south ; Lower California in the south- 
west, and Alaska in the north-west. 

Straits. — Davis Strait, ^ between Baffin Bay and the 
Atlantic ; Hudson Strait, between Hudson Bay and 
the Atlantic; Strait of Belle-isle (bel-eel'), between 
Labrador and Newfoundland ; Behring Strait, between 
America and Asia. 

Capes. — Cape Farewell' south of Greenland ; Cape 
Race, south of Newfoundland ; Cape Sable, south of 
Florida ; Prince of Wales Cape, at Behring Strait. 

Surface. — North America has a great Central Plain, ex- 
tending northward from the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic 
Ocean, It is bounded on the east by a low rrnge, called 
the Alleghany, or Apalachian, Mountains, and on 
the west by the Rocky Mountains, a continuation of the 
Andes. Most of the continent west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains forms a high table-land. Detached ranges extend 
alonsf the coast. Mount St. Elias, on the north-west 
coast, and the volcano Popoca'tepetl (Mountain of 
Smoke) in Mexico, each nearly miles above the sea, are 
the highest points in North America. 

RivERs.—The Mackenzie and the Great Pish River 
flow into the Arctic Ocean ; the Saskat'chewan,^ called 
in its lower course the Nelson, enters Hudson Bay ; the 
St. Lawrence, from the Canadian lakes, flows into the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence ; the Hudson, joins the Atlaritic 


1 Discoyered by DarU. 2 ** Swift current. 
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at New York ; the Susquehan'na has a southerly course 
into Chesapeake Bay. The MlSSiSSip'pi* flo^ws southward 
into the Gulf of Mexico. It receives from the east the 
Illinois', and the Ohi'o with its tributary the Tennes- 
see' ; and from the west the Red River, Arkan'sas, and 
Missou'ri.2 The Colora'do^ of Texas and Rio Q-rande 
del Nor'te (Great River of the North) fall into the Gulf 
of Mexico ; the Sacramento and Columbia flow west- 
ward into the Pacific ; and the Colorado (west) rises in 
the Rocky Mountains and runs through Utah and Arizona 
into the Gulf of California. The Yukon is a large river 
flowing through Alaska. 

Lakes. — There are three groups of lakes. The principal 
group consists of five lakes in the basin of the St. Lawrence. 
Lake Superior, larger than Mysore, is the largest fresh- 
water lake on the globe. It is connected with Lakes 
Michigan (Mish'-e-gan) and Hu'ron, each nearly as 
large as Ceylon, which communicate with Lakes Brie 
(ee'ree)and Onta'rio, and are drained by the St. Lawrence. 
The northern group, next in size, consists pf the Atha- 
bas'ca, Great Slave Lake, and Great Bear Lake, in 
the basin of theMackenzie River. The third group consists 
of Lake Winnipeg and some smaller lakes, drained by 
the Nelson. The Great Salt Lake, lies west of the Rocky 
Mountains ; Lake Nicaragua is in Central America. 

Climate. ^North America is generally colder than the 
Old World. The eastern side of the continent is colder 
than the western. In part of the table^land to the west 
of the Rocky Mountains, scarcely any rain falls. De- 
structive hurricanes sometimes occur among the West 
India Islands. 

Productions. — Gold is obtained in considerable quanti- 
ties in several parts ; silver in Nevada and Mexico ; copper, 
iron, coal, and salt are found in various parts. Portions 
of the Western Plateau are barren and treeless ; but much 
of the Central Plain consists of alternate forests and grassy 
plains called prairies. Cultivation is rapidly spreading. 
Wheat and corn are raised in the central districts ; rice, 
sugar, and cotton are grown in the south. The sugar- 

1** Greai*and long River.” 2 ** Muddy Riyer,” 3 ” Coloured River. ” 
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maple is plentiful in the United States ; the mahogany and 
logwood are valuable trees, found in the south. Horses, 
cattle, and sheep are numerous ; and there are several 
species of deer, some of them, as the moose, of large size. 
Bears are the principal beasts of prey. The rattlesnake 
is a very deadly serpent. 

People. — The original inhabitants are called American 
Indians. European settlers now form the bulk of the popu- 
lation. Negroes from Africa are numerous in the south 
The Protestant religion prevails in the United States ; the 
Roman Catholic, from Mexico southwards. Many of the 
Indians are still heathen. 

GtREENLAND. 

Greenland,^ or Danish America, is a very large island 
in the north-east. It is a rocky, desolate^ country, mostly 
covered with perpetual snow and ice. There are a few 
Danish settlers on the south-west coast ; but the inhabit- 
ants are chiefly barbarous tribes, called Esquimaux 
(es-ki-mo'), who subsist mostly by fishing. 

British North America. 

British North America is bounded on the north by the 
Arctic Ocean ; on the east by the Atlantic ; on south by 
the United States ; and on the west by the Pacific and 
Alaska. It is more than twice the size of India ; but the 
population is only about 5 millions. 

The two divisions are the Dominion op Can'ada and 
Newfoundland. 

The Dominion of Canada includes the following Prov- 
inces: — The North-West Territory, British Columbia, 
Manitoba, OntArio, formerly Upper Cajiada* Quebec, 
formerly Lower Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 
and Prince Edward Island. t 

The vast region stretching northward from Canada and 
the United States to the dreary and desolate shoret of 
the Arctic Ocean, was formerly called the Hudson Bay 

1 It was 80 called from the green moss growing on its shores, ^ Uninhab- 
ited, lonely. 
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Territory, but is now termed the North-West Territory. 
It is in general an immense plain, sloping to the north 
and east. A chain of lakes extends from Canada to the 
Arctic Ocean ; the southern discharging their waters into 
Hudson Bay, the northern into the Mackenzie River. The 
climate is very severe ; the ice on the lakes is sometimes 
eight feet in thickness. The few inhabitants are Esqui- 
maux in the north, and Indians in the south, who subsist 
by hunting and. fishing. The chief trade is that of furs. 
Rich gold fields have lately been discovered at Klondyke, 
near the Yukon river, not far from Alaska, 

During the last three centuries, several attempts have 
been made to discover a north-west route to India, but the 
ice has prevented any ship from making the passage, 
though travellers have crossed the continent by land. 

Manitoba', formerly called the Red River Settlement, 
lies south of liakes Winnipeg and Manitoba. Winnipeg 
is the chief town. 

Baitisfi: Columbia, forming the south-western part of 
British North America, includes Vancouver Island 
and Queen Charlotte Islands. The chief products are 
gold, coal, and timber. 

Cahaua Proper is divided by the Ottawa River into 
OiiTABie and Quebec'. Ontario extends along the northern 
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borders of tbe great lakes ; Quebec lies on both sides of 
the St. Lawrence. 

The summers are hot, but the winters are long and 
severe. The soil is in general fertile, and yields abundant 
crops of wheat, maize, and flax. A great part of the 
country is covered with forest. Timber, floated down the 
Ottawa in large rafts, is one of the principal exports. 

The inhabitants of Ontario are chiefly British settlers, 
and Protestant in religion ; Quebec is mostly peopled by 
French descendants, who are Roman Catholics. 

Towns. — Toron'tO» near the west end of Lake Ontario, 
is the largest town in Upper Canada. Kingstown is a 
c^ommercial city, near the issue of the St. Lawrence from 
Lake Ontario. 

Ot'tawa, on the river Ottawa, is the capital of the 
Dominion of Canada. 

The Province of Quebec contains Montreal' (mont-i*e- 
all'), on an island in the Sr. Lawrence, the largest town 
in the Dominion ; and Quebec', on the St. Lawrence, 
strongly fortified. 

New Brunswick lies between Maine, one of the United 
States, and Nova Scotia. Its surface is covered with dense 
forests. Timber is largely exported, and shipbuilding is 
carried on to a considerable extent. Frederickton, 
on the river St. John, is the capital. St. Joll|pL, near the 
mouth of the river St. John, is noted for its shipbuilding. 

Nova Scotia (New Scotland) is a peninsula to the east 
of New Brunswick. It is a cold, moist country, rich in 
iron and coal. The timber trade and fisheries are valuable. 
Halifax, the capital, on the east coast, possesses a noble 
harbour, and has regular steam communication with 
Britain. Cape Breton Island, north-east of Nova Scotia, 
is included in the Province. Prince Edward Island lies 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, north of Nova Scotia. 

The Dominion of Canada is governed by a Go^mor- 
General, appointed by the Queen of England, a^Oounoil, 
and a Parliament. Each Province has also its local 
legislature. 

Newfoundland is a large rugged islandt separated from 
Labrador by the Strait of Belle-isle (bet^l^. The 
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climate is damp and cold. The chief impor,tance of the 
island arises from its valuable cod-fisheries on the Great 
Bank of Newfoundland. The capital is St. John’s, in 
the south-east, the nearest American town to Europe. 


The United States. 

The United States, nearly as large as Europe, are 
bounded on the north by British America and the Arctic 
Ocean ; on the east by the Atlantic ; on the south by 
the Gulf of Mexico and Mexico ; and on the west by the 
Pacific Ocean. 

SuuFACE. — The United States may be divided into five 
great sections : the Atlantic Slope, the Central Plain, 
the Western Plateau, the Pacific Slope, and the cold, 
desolate region of Alaska, formerly Russian America. 

Rivers. — There is no country in the world, of e^al 
extent, so well watered as the United States. The 
Connecticut (con-net'-i-kut), Hudson, Delaware, 
Susquehanna, and Poto'mac, flow eastward into the 
Atlantic. The Mississippi, flowing southward into 
the Gulf of Mexico, receives on the east the Wiscon'sin, 
Illinois and Ohi'o ; on the west, the Missouri, Ar- 
kansas, and Red River. The Colora'do falls into the 
Gulf of California ; the Sacramento and Columbia 
flow westward into the Pacific. 

Climate. — The climate is cold in the north-east, tem- 
perate in the middle, and warm in the south. 

Minerals, — Iron, lead, and coal, are found in great 
abundance ; gold and silver are obtained in different parts; 
there are oil wells in some of the States. 

Vegetation. — Alaska and some parts of the Western 
Plateau are barren ; but in general the soil is fertile. In 
the Mississippi Valley there are immense prames, covered 
with ^ass but destitute of trees. Maize, wheat, cotton, 
rice, tobacco, sugar, flax, hemp and timber are the prin- 
cipal vegetable productions. 

Animals. — Horses, cattle, sheep, andjswineare the prin- 
cipal domestic animals. Deer and bison are numerous on 
the prsAries. Bears are found in some of the forests. The 
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mocking-bird is remarkable for its power of imitating 
sounds. 

People. — The population, about 68 millions, is rapidly 
increasing, partly by people pouring into tbe country 
from Europe. About 54 millions are of European descent 
Or natives of Europe ; about 9 millions are N egroes ; and 
about 300,000 are Indians. 

The people are distinguished for their activity and 
intelligence. 

Commerce. — The commerce is very extensive, and is 
second only to that of Britain. The principal im'ports are 
sugar, coffee, woollen and cotton goods, silks, metals, and 
hardware ; the' esuporta are cotton, grain, kerosine oil, bacon, 
timber, and tobacco. 

The railways of the United States are about 180,000 
miles in length. 

Education is very general in the Northern States. The 
inhabitants are chiefly Protestants, but no religion is 
established by law. 

Government. — The Government is aFed^eral Bepublic,^ 
consisting of a President, a House of Senators, and a 
House of Representatives. Each State is independent in 
the management of its own affairs. At present there are 
45 States and 4 Territories, besides Alaska and the small 
.District of Columbia, containing Washington, tne capital. 

Divisions. — The six Northern or New England 
States are Maine, New Hampshire* Vermont', Massachu'- 
sebts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 

The seven Middle Atlantic States are New York, 
New Jersey; Pennsylva'nia, Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and West Virginia. 

The four Southern Atlantic States are North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, Georgia* and Flor'ida. ^ 

The twelve North-Oehtral States are Ohio^ Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa» Missouri, 
North Dakoita, Sonth Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas. 


1i OcMitsilM of atstea loinae togomor. 
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The seven South Central States are Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Ar- 
kansas. 

The nine Western States are Montana, Wyoming, 
Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, 
California. 

The Territories are Oklahama, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Indian Territory, and Alaska. 

Alaska, purchased from Russia a few years ago, is a 
large, cold, desolate region, inhabited by savage tribes, 
containing rich gold fields. 

Towns. — Washington^ in Columbia on the Poto'mac, 
is the capital, and the place where Congress meets. 

New York, on an island at the mouth of the Hudson, 
is the largest city in America, and the second commercial 
city in the world. The population is about 15 lakhs. 

Brooklyn, on Long Island, opposite New York, is the 
fourth city for population in the Republic. 

Philaderphia,^ in Pennsylvania, on the Delaware, is 
the third city in the United States, and is distinguished 
for its literary^ and benevolent^ institutions. 

Pittsburg, on the Ohio, in the west of Pennsylvania, is 
the chief seat of the iron manufactures. 

Boston, on the east coast, the capital of Massachusetts, 
has the largest trade next to New York. 

Baltlmorei in Maryland, on Chesapeake Bay, has large 
exports of flour. Rlcbmond, on the James River, is the 
capital of Virginia. Charleston, in South Carolina, is 
the chief port in the south-east. Mobile (mo-beel), in 
Alabama* is the second cotton port. New Orleans, in 
Louisiana is situated on the Mississippi, about a hundred 
miles from its mouth. It is the chief commercial city in 
the south, and the seat of the cotton trade. 

C&Cinna'tif on the Ohio, is noted for its pork market 
fwid large agricultural exports. Chicago (she-kaw'-go) 
in Illmois, on the southern extremity of Lake Michigan, 
has a large trade in provisions. It is now the second city 

1 The iiazne means brotherly love. 2 Belonging to learning. 3 Wishing to 
do good, charitable. 
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in the States, and promises to be the first. A great 
WorWs Fair was held here in 1893. 

St. Louis, in Missouri, a little below the jnncfcion of 
the Missouri and Mississippi, is a ple.ce of great trade, 
and the sixth city for population. Salt Lake City is 
the capital of Utah, and the chief seat of the Mormons. 
San Francisco, on the Pacific, is the largest city in 
California, and exports large quantities of grain, gold, and 
quicksilver. It contains many Chinese. 

Mexico. 

Mexico, about half the size of India, is bounded on the 
north by the United States ; on the east by the United 
States and the Gulf of Mexico ; on the south by Central 
America ; and on the west by the Pacific Ocean. 

Surface. — The interior consists of an elevated table-land, 
traversed from north to south by ranges of mountains, con- 
taining several lofty volcanoes in the south. The eastern 
coasts are low. The principal river is the Rio Grande 
del Nor'te, which forms the north-eastern boundary. 

Climate. — The coasts are hot and unhealthy ; the 
climate of the interior is mild and salubrious. 

Productions. — The silver mines of Mexico are among 
the richest in the world, but on account of the ^unsettled 
state of the country, the produce has greatly declined.* 
Maize is the most common article of cultivation. Plantains, 
the cassava, and cotton are grown largely in the warmer 
districts. The cochineal insect affords a beautiful red dye. 

People. — The population is about 11 millions. One-third 
are of Indian descent ; the descendants of the Spaniards, 
though not very numerous, are influential ; the rest are 
mixed races. Spanish is generally spoken. 

The roads are wretched and infested by robbers. There 
are few manufactures and but little commerce. Silveife and 
timber are the chief exports. The Government is a 
Republic, badly administered. Education is neglected. 
The religion is Roman Catholic. The churches contain 
numerous rich ornaments. 


1 Become less. 
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Towns. — Mexico, the capital, situated on a beautiful 
plain 7,500 feet above the sea, contains some splendid 
public buildings. 

Puebla, south-east of Mexico, is the second city in 
population. G-uadalaxara (gwa-da-la-chah'-ra), north- 
west of Mexico, is the third city of the republic. Vera 
Cruz (kroos) (True Cross), on the Gulf of Mexico, is the 
principal seaport. AcapuTco, <>n the Pacific, was once 
celebrated for its commerce. 


C ENT R A fi A M E R I C A . 


Central America is a narrow strip of country lying 
between Mexico and Panama. High lands, in the form of 
ridges and table-lands, traverse the interior in the direction 
of its length, interrupted by the Plain of Nicai^agua, 
Many of the mountains are volcanic, and earthquakes are 
sometimes very destructive. 

The lower parts of the country are hot and unhealthy ; 
the elevated districts are temperate and healthy. Mines 
of silver abound, but are little wrought. Indigo, mahogany, 
logwood, coffee, and cochineal are the principal produc- 
tions. The inhabitants consist of the same races as are 
found in Mexico. 

Central America is now chiefly occupied by the five 
republics of Guatema'la, the most populous; Nicaragua, 
the largest ; San Salvador', the smallest; Hondu’ras, and 
Costa Rica. 

Towns. — New Q-uatemala is the largest town in Cen- 
tral America. Old Guatemala was twice destroyed by 
earthquakes. Leoiii the capital of Nicaragua, is next in 
size. San Jose is the capital of Costa Rica. Truxillo 
(tro%heel'-yo), on the Caribbean Sea, is a seaport of 
Honduras. 

Belize, or British Honduras, south of Yucatan, is a 
small English Colony, with large exports of mahogany 
and logwood. The chief town is Belize (bay-leze'), a 
seaport. 
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West Indies. 

The West Indies consist of several groups of islands, 
extending in the form of an arch between Florida and the 
mouths of the Orino'co. 

The Islands comprise three principal groups : the 
Balia'mas, south-east of Florida; the Greater Antilles 
(an-teel'), north of the Caribbean Sea; the Lesser 
AntilleSi east of the Caribbean Sea. 

Climate and Productions. — The climate, except in ele- 
vated districts, is hot, though relieved^ by daily sea- 
breezes. Hurricanes are sometimes very destructive, and 
earthquakes are felt occasionally. Maize, yams, and cas- 
sava are the chief articles of food. Sugar, rum, tobacco, 
coffee, and molasses‘s are the principal exports. 

People. — The entire population is about 6 millions. 
About one-sixth are Whites ; the remainder are Negroes 
and Mulattoes. All the Islands, except Hayti, are subject 
to European or American powers. 

Cuba, the largest of the West India Islands, and Porto 
Rico have been annexed by the United States. Havana,'^ 
the capital of Cuba, is a large commercial city, noted for 
its cigars. 

Hayti or San Domingo, is, next to Cuba, the largest of 
the West India Islands. It is divided into two indepen- 
dent republics. The Negro Republic of Hayti includes the 
western portion of the Island. The capital is Port-au- 
Prlnce. The eastern portion forms the Spanish j Creole 
Dominican Republic. Its capital is San Domingo, 
the first city founded by the Spaniards in the New World. 

The British Islands comprise five Governments. 1. 
Jamaica. 2. The Leeward Islands. 3. The Wind- 
ward Islands. 4. Trinidad'. 5. The Bahamagu 

Jamaica, the lai^est of the British Islands, is about one- 
fourth the size of Ceylon. Spanisli Town is the capital , 
hut Kingston is much larger, and the principal seaport. 

Antigua* (an-tee'-ga), a very small island, is the seat of 
government of the Leeward group. 

1 Lessened, eased. 2 Treacle, a sweet black substance, like bonev, which 
is obtained from raw sagar. 3 The Harbour. 4. The name means ancwnt, old. 
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Barba'does, the oldest British possession in the West 
Indies, is the seat of government of the Windward group. 

Trinidad, next in size to Jamaica, lies opposite the 
mouth of the Orinoco. Port Of Spain, is the chief town. 

The principal French Islands are Martinique (mar-te- 
neek') and G-uadaloupe (gaw-da-loop')- There are 
a few small islands belonging to the Dutch and the Danes. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

South America is a vast peninsula, bounded on the 
north by the Caribbean Sea ; on the east by the Atlantic ; 
and on the west by the Pacific. 

The area is about 7 millions of souare miles. 

This continent is remarkable tor its long chain of 
mountains and its immense rivers. 

Divisions. — The principal divisions are Colombia, Ecua- 
dor (ek-wa-dore'), Venezuela (ven-ez-wee'la), and Guia'na, 
in the north ; Brazil', Peru', Bolivia, and Paraguay 
(parag-way'), in the centre; La Plata, Uruguay, Chili 
(chil'-le), and Patagonia, in the south. 

Islands,— Falkland Islands, east of Patagonia; 
Tierra del Fuego (fway'-go) Land of Fire, in the 
south, separated from the main-land by the Strait Of 
Magellan Chiloe (chel-o-a,) Juan Fernandez, and 
the Q-alapU.'gOS, or Turtle Islands, in the west. 

Surface. — The Andes, extending along the western 
coast from Cape Horn to Panama, have the loftiest peaks 
in America, and contain numerous volcanoes, Sora'ta 
in Bolivia, about 4| miles in height, is the highest known 
point of America ; Aconcag'ua, in Chili, is also a very 
lofty peak. The centre of the continent consists chiefly 
of a vast plain. Ranges of mountains of moderate eleva- 
tion divide the basins of the rivers, and extend along 
the northern and eastern coasts. The general slope is to 
theefiSt. 

Rivers. — The three principal rivers of South America 
are the Orinoco, the Am’azon or Maranon (mar-an- 
yon^) , and the La Plata (River of Silver) , which drains the 


l Ma^JelMan. 



128 


HOUTH AMERICA. 


northern, middle, and southern portions of the great plain. 
The Amazon, about 4,000 miles in length, is the largest 
river in the world. The Magdale'na flows northward 
into the Caribbean Sea : the Francisco has an easterly 
course into the Atlantic. 

Lakes. — Titica'ca is a large lake in the Andes, nearly 
l.‘b000 feet above the sea. Lake Maracai'bo (ma-ra- 
ki'-bo)in the north, is connected with the sea. 

Climate. — About two- thirds of South America lies 
within the Torrid Zone. The climate is generally warmer 
than that of North America, but not so hot as in the 
tropical countries of the Old World. Along a great part 
of the western coast it hardly ever rains, while the fall is 
very abundant on the north-eastern coast. 

Mtnrraj-s. — Peru was celebrated for its rich silver 
mines ; gold is obtained in Brazil ; Chili produces large 
quantities of copper. The diamond is found in Brazil. 

Vegetation. — Soath America is distinguished for its 
dense forests, with giant creepers, and its rich grassy 
plains. Maize, cassava, plantains, sugar, coffee, cocoa, 
indigo, and cotton grow in abundance. Mahogany, log- 
wood, and Brazil-wood trees are found in the forests. 
Palms are numerous. The cow- tree and the ivory-palm 
are natives of this part of the globe. 

Animals. — ^The llama and alpaca are found on^the Andes. 
The tapir, sloth, ant-eater, and armadillo, are other 
animals, natives of this region. The puma and jaguar are 
the principal beasts of prey. Horses and cattle, brought 
from Europe, have multiplied exceedingly, and now run 
wild in various parts. The condor, a kind of -nilturei 
found on the Andes, is the largest bird of prey ; humming- 
birds, some scarcely larger than a bee, are numerous in 
Brazil and Guiana. Alligators and serpents are plentiful, 
and some of them are of great size. The insects are 
remarkable for their number, size, and brilliancy. # 

People. — About one-third are European descendants ; 
the remainder are Indians, negroes, and mixed races. 
The Whites speak qhiefly Spanish and Portuguese ; the 
Indians have different languages. 

With the exception of Guiana, the States of South 
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America are republics, which have sufEered greatly from 
internal dissensions. Education is generally in a back- 
ward state. The people are Boman Catholics, except 
many of the Indians who are still heathen. 

Colombia, United States of. 

Colombia, formerly called New Granada, lies east of 
the Isthmus of Panama, part of which it includes. 

Three ranges of the Andes traverse the west of the 
country ; the eastern districts, consist of llanos. Cinchona 
bark, tobacco, cotton, and hides are the chief exports. 

Towns. — Bogota', the capital, is a well-built city on a 
plain nearly 9,000 feet above the sea. Cartage'na, neai‘ 
the mouth of the Magdalena, is the principal seaport. 
Panama', on the Pacific, and Asplnwall, on the Carib- 
bean Sea, connected by a railway, are two ports through 
which much of the trade with California passes. The 
Panama Ship Canal proved a costly failure. 

Ecuador. 

Ecuador lies nearly under the equator, whence it derives 
its ni^DDie. It is bounded on the north by Colombia, on the 
south by Peru, and on the west by the Pacific. 

The east is level, belonging to the basin of the Amazon ; 
the west is traversed by the Andes, and contains 
Cotopaxi^ the most terrific volcano in the world. 

Towns. — Quito (keeto), the capital, is situated nearly 
under the equator, in a beautiful valley 9,500 feet above 
the sea. Guayaquil (j^i-a-keel) in the south-west is 
the principal seaport. The chief export is cocoa. 

Venezuela. 

Veikgzuela is situated to the east of Colombia, between 
the Caribbean Sea and Brazil. It consists in part of vast 
llanes, or ^ainSj which support, immense herds of cattle, 
h<^ses, ana mules. Coffee and cotton are the chief exports . 

Gax^ac'as, the capital, is situated near the coast. 
MAM>Cikil )0 (me*rsrki'-bo) and OuuiauA' i^e seaports. 

9 
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CTriANA. 

Guiana is bounded on the north by the Atlantic ; on the 
south by Brazil ; and the west by Venezuela. 

It is divided into three parts : the east belongs to the 
French; the middle, sometimes called Surinam', to the 
Dutch ; and the west to the British. 

The coasts are low and hot. The rainfall is greater 
than in any other part of the world, except Cherapunji. 
Sugar, rum, and Cayenne (ki-en') pepper, are some of the 
principal exports. Europeans and negroes inhabit the 
sea-board ; the interior is occupied by Indian tribes. 

Towns. — Georgetown, at the mouth of the Demera'ra 
River, is the capital of British Guiana. 

Paramaribo, on the Surinam River, is the capital of 
Dutch Guiana. 

Cayenne, on an island, the capital of French Guiana, 
is noted for its exports of chillies, or red pepper. 

Brazil. 

Brazil is hounded on the north by Venezuela and 
Guiana ; on the east by the Atlantic ; on the south by 
Uruguay ; and on the west by Paraguay, Boliviai and 
Porn. It is an immense country, occupying ijearly half 
the continent. 

Surface. — The north-west consists of the vast selvas, or 
forest plains, watered by the Amazon and its tributaries ; 
the middle and east form a table-land above 2,000 feet 
above the sea, crossed from north to south by low moun- 
tain ranges. The south borders on the upper courses of 
the Paraguay and Parana. 

Climate. — The climate is warm, but the heat in general 
is not excessive. 

Productions. — The diamond mines, on the upper jart of 
the Francisco River, are among the most productive in the 
world. Gold is found in the same district in consider* 
able quantities. Only a small part of the country is under 
cultivation. Coffee, sugar, cotton, tobacco, cocoa, manioc, 
or cassava, rice, and wheat, with Brasil- wood and other 
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timber, are tbe principal vegetable productions. Immense 
herds of wild cattle roam over tbe grassy plains. 

People. — The population is about 14 millions. About 
one-sixth are Whites ; the remainder are mixed races, 
fiegroes, and Indians. A law was passed in 1871 for the 
gradual emancipation of the negro slaves. The interior 
is peopled chiefly by wandering tribes of Indians. The 
religion is Roman Catholic. 

CoMivrERCE. — Coffee, cotton, sugar, caoutchouc (koo- 
I hook) or india-rubber, and hides are the chief exports; 
cotton goods and metals, the chief imports* 

Brazil was colonised by the Portuguese. In 1822 it 
became an independent state, under an emperor of the 
royal family of Portugal. In 1889 the emperor was 
^xpelled and a Republic was proclaimed. 

Towns. — Rio de Janeiro (ree-oday' jan-aZ-ro), the 
capital, is the largest and most commercial city in South 
America. Its harbour is one of the finest in the world. 

Bahia^ (ba-hee'-a), on the Bay of All Saints, was the 
former capital ; and is the second city of the State. 
Pernambn'co and Maranham'. or Maranhao (ma- 
ran-ya-oung'), are seaports in the north. 

Peru. 

Peru is bounded on the north by Ecuador ; on the east 
by Brazil ; on the south by Bolivia ; and on the west by 
the Pacific. 

Peru is noted for the cincho'na tree, the bark of which 
yields quinine. Formerly it had rich silver mines. Of 
late years, the principal exports have been guano (gwa'-no), 
the dung of sea-fowl, used as manure, cubic nitre, a kind 
of salt, and alpaca wool. 

Indians form the greater part of the population. The 
government is a Republic. The country was the seat of 
the empire of the Incas, ^ at the time of the arrival of the 
Spaniards. 

Towns. — Lima (lee'ma), the capital, seven miles from 
the sea, is the oldest Spanish town in South America. 

1 The naSie means tU hag. 8 The Peruvian kings were called Incas. 
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Calla'O (kal-ya^o) is the port of Lima. Arequipa 
(a-ra-kee'-pa), inland in the south, is connected by a 
railway over the Andes, with Lake Titicaca, on whicL 
there are now steamers. 

Cuzco, south-east of Lima, upwards of 11,000 feet 
above the sea, was the capital of the Incas, and contaiiiis 
the remains of a magnificent temple of the sun. Pasco 
north-east of Lima, 13,720 feet above the sea, is the most 
elevated city in the world. 

Bolivia. 

Bolivia lies between Peru and Brazil. The two chaini' 
of the Andes in the centre enclose a large table-land, 13,00 l 
feet in height. 

Bolivia is celebrated for the silver mine of Poto'si, onct 
the richest in the world. The country was named in 
honour of its liberator,' General Bolivar. The inhaliitani ' 
are chiefly Indians. Copper, nitre, and silver are exported 

Towns, — Sucre (soo -ker), is the capiial ; but La Paz 
connected by railway with Lake Titicaca, is the larges! 
city. PotO'sL 13,00(> feet above the sea, is now modi 
decayed. 

States of La Plata. 

I' 

The basin of the La Plata is occupied by three republic'', 
— Uruguay, between the Atlantic and the Uruguay ; the 
Argentinl Republic, by far the largest, from the Andes 
eastwards to the Paraguay and Uruguay Bivers ; and 
Paraguay, between the Parana' and Paraguay Rivers. 

Surface. — The whole country is generally level and 
well-watered. In the middle and south there are vast 
pamfdSy or grassy plains, abounding with wild horses and 
cattle. The inhabitants of the plains are chiefly Jndians, 
or Gauchos (gow'-chos), of Spanish origin, who are expert 
in using the lasso y a leather thong with a noose at one end, 
by which they capture wild animals. Paraguay is noted 
for the mate (ma'-tay) plant, called Paraguay tea, which 

p 

.1. Odli'veier. 3. a Spanish, and argentum, Latin ; both mean 
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is largely cDnsumed by the inhabitants. The exports are 
hides, tallowi and bones ; the imports are cotton goods and 
metals. 

Towns. — Buenos Ayres (bo'-nus ay'riz), the capital of 
the Argentine Republic, is a large commercial city, near 
the head of the estuary of the La Plata. 



Catchiup Wild Cuttle. 

Monte Video (mon-tevid'-e-o), the capital of Uruguay, 
is situated ^n the La Plata, and has considerable commerce. 
Asuncion, the capital of Paraguay, is situated near the 
iunction of the Pilcomay'o and Paraguay. 

Chili.* 

OsiLi, or Chile, occupies a narrow strip of territory be- 
tween the Andes, and the Pacific Ocean. It is bounded on 
the north by Bolivia, and on the south by Patagonia. 

Chili contains the volcanic peak of Aconcagua. Rain 
seldom^ falls in the north. Copper and silver are produced 
in considerable quantities. Chili is considered the native 
country of the potato. Maize, wheat, vines, and olives, 
are largely cultivated. Towards the south there are 
forests of m^gnificent pine-trees. The 'principal exports 


1 Land of Snow. 
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copper, sodai and mhrer ; the imfcrii^ cotton foods 
and metals. 

Santia'gO,^ the capital, is an inland eit j, in a fertile 
district. ValparalfiO*(vahpa-ri'.Bo),theport of Santiago, 
is a large commercial city. COQUiznbo (ko^lrecm'-bo)^ a 
seaport in the north, has large exports of copper. 

Cliiloe (cheel-o-a) is a damp wooded island in the sonth 

Patagonia. 

Patagonia occupies the south of America. It is a cold, 
stony, barren country, thinly inhabited by savage Indians, 
some of whom are tall. Westerly winds and almost con- 
stant rain prevail. The Indians live much on horseback, 
and subsist chiefly on the flesh of wild animals. 

Tiebba del Fuego is a group of islands, separated frcm 
Patagonia by the Strait of Magellan. It is occupied by a 
few squalid,'^ miserable Indians. 

OCEANIA. 

The Pacific Ocean is the largest on the globe, and 
covers one-third of the earth^s surface. It is studded with 
numerous islands, forming a great division called Oceania 
The entire area exceeds 4 minions of square miles, 
or nearly thrice the size of India. The population is 
estimated at 40 millions. 

Oceania is divided into Malaysia, in the north-west , 
Austbalasia in the south ; Melanesia, Micbonesia, and 
Polynesia, in the east. 

MALAYSIA. 

MalatsUi called also the East Indian Archipelago, com- 
prises the Sunda Islands in the south-west ,* BorftsQ in 
the middle ; (he f blUppine Islands l^he north ; with 
Ciaelbea" and the If olucpa Iglaxids in the iast. 

This division is so called because the islands contain 


1 St. Jsmss. 1 of fiStlliso. 8 Dirty. 
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opny Mlklaya, The original inhabitants, however, ware 
•ivage negro raoes, who have been driven into the interior, 
by the Inlays. 

The Asiatic Islands are noted for their rich vegetation 
^d spices . 

The Sunda Islands include Suma^tra, Java, and 
numerous small adjacent islands. 

SuMATBA lies on both sides of the equator, south-west 
of Malaya, from which it is separated by the Strait of 
Malacca. It is a large island, about six times the size of 
Ceylon. 

A tribe in the interior, called BattaSf are cannibals.^ 
Persons are sometimes eaten alive. The flesh is consumed 
raw, with salt and spices. The northern parts of the 
island are held by native chiefs, of whom the Sultan of 
Acbeen is one of the principal. The Dutch are en- 
deavouring to extend their authority over the whole island. 
Their principal settlements are Padang' and Bencoo'len 
on the west coast. Pepper is the chief exjporL 

Banca is an island ofl the south-east coast of Sumatra, 
belonging to the Dutch, noted for its very rich tin mines. 

Java, about twice the size of Ceylon, is separated from 
Sumatra by the Strait of Sunda. It is traversed by a 
chain of mountains, containing about forty volcanoes. The 
soil is very fertile. Coffee, noe, sugar, pepper, and cin- 
chona, ar^ produced in large quantities. 

Java is the most populous island of the Archipelago, and 
the chief seat of the I)utch power in the east. Bata'via, 
cm the north-west coast, is a large commercial city, the 
residence of the Dutch Governor-General, 

Bali» Sumbaw'a, Sandalwood Island, Flores, and 
Timor, are islands to the east of Java. 

Borneo, twelve times the size of Ceylon, is, next to 
Australia and Greenland, the largest island in the world. 
It lies under the equator, to the north-east of Java. The 
inteiflbr is little known, but is supposed to be mountainous. 
The climate is agitable, the neat being tempered^ by 
sea^breeffti ; ihesoiUs fertilct a^ad the idand It rich^^^'b 
geld and diantondi. The forests contain theorang-outaiJg 
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a large species of ape, whicli builds a shelter in the trees. 
The original inhabitants, called Byaki^ are found ehiefiy 
in the interior. Malays and Chinese are numerous cm 
the coast. 

There is a nominal sultan of Borneo ; but a number of 
petty chiefs are the actual rulers. SaPa'waJCi in the north- 
west, is under an English Raja. Labnan is a small 
adjacent island, belonging to Britain. Pontlana, in the 
west, is a settlement of the Dutch. An English Company 
has formed a settlement in North Bomeo. 

The Philippine Islands are a nnmerbus and fertile group 
to the north-east of Borneo, now under the United States. 
The largest are Luzon, in the north ; Mindana'o, in the 
south ; and Palawan^ in the south-west. Rice, sugar, 
tobacco, and hemp, are the principal exports. Manila, 
the capital, is situated in Luzon, and is noted for its 
cheroots. 

Celebes is a large island to the east of Bomeo, consisting 
of four long peninsulas, separated by deep pulfs. It pro- 
duces large quantities of rice, and edible^ birds^ nests are 
exported to China. The Bugis, the principal native tribe, 
are superior to all the other races found in Malaysia. The 
Dutch possess the settlement of Macas'sar, upon the 
south-west coast, aud exercise some control over the island. 

The Moluccas, or Spice Islands, to the east of Celebes, 
also belong to the Dutch. They include GhilO'^O, in the 
north ; Ceram, Amboyna, and Ternate, in the middle ; 
and the Bamda, or Nutmeg Islands, in the south. They 
are distinguished for their nutmegs, mace, and cloves. 
The Dutch, to whom they belong, guard them with great 
care, endeavouring to confine the estivation of the spices 
to these Islands. 


AUSTRALASIA. 


Australasia (Southern Asia) oonsistii<rf various islands 
lying south-east of Malaysia. Of these the largest are 
Ablstmiia, Tibiimania, and New !Zealaiid« 


1 4blt «s bt sstsa 
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AUSTEALU. 

Austbalu, tke largest island in the world, or the 
smallest continent, lies to the south-east of Asia, on botti 
sides of the Tropic of Capricorn. It is bound^ on the 
east bj the Pacific Ocean ; on the west and north-west bj 
the Indian Ocean ; and on the south by the Southern 
Ocean. The area is about 3 million square miles, or only 
one-fourth less than that of Europe. 

Surface. — The coast has few large indentations. The 
G-ulf of Carpeuta'rla is in the north ; Shark Bay, in 
the west ; and the Great Australian Bight, in the south. 
A great part of the island is yet unexplored. A chain of 



Kangaroo, 

mountains seems to extend along the coast, while the 
interior spreads out into low, flat plains. The Austra- 
lian Alps, in the south-east, are the highest range yet 
discoTered. 

JHb Murray, the largest river, with the Darlllig» 
its i^ncipal tributary, drains the western slqpea of the 
Australiau Alps and Blue Mountains. Lake Tdrrens Is 
a shallow salt hike in South Australia, «&ape41ike ahwMl^ 
shoe, which dries up during the hot season. 

CuiiATE.— The northern and central parts are hot and 
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dry; the southern districts have a milder climate, but are 
sometimes visited by scorching winds from the interior. 

Mtnebals. — The gold-fields are among the richest in the 
world. There are likewise valuable silver and copper 
mines ; coal is found in several parts. 

Vegetation. — A great part of the interior consists of 
sandy deserts, but there are extensive tracts of fine pasture 
and forest land. Wheat, oats, fiax, cotton, tobacco, and the 
vine, are cultivated. Ferns and gum trees are abundant. 

Animals. — The native quadrupeds are almost all pouched, 
and generally confined to Australia. The largest is the 
kangaroo. The ornithorhynchus^ has a bill like a duck, 
webbed feet with claws, a body covered with fur, and a 
broad, flat tail. Australian swans are black. Sheep, cattle, 
and horses, introduced by European settlers, are now 
numerous. 

People. — The original inhabitants consist of wandering 
savages. The first European settlers were convicts, trans- 
ported from England to Botany Bay> on the east coast 
in 1788. Numbers have since been added ; but latterly 
the population has greatly increased by emigrants from 
Britain, employed in sheep- farming, agriculture, and gold- 
digging. 

Wool, gold, wheat, and copper, are the principal eQ’porU. 
Some horses are sent to India. Woollen and cotton goods^ 
metals, sugar, and tea, are the chief imforts, .4^stralia is 
connected with India by telegraph. 

Britain is the only nation that has planted any settle- 
ments in Australia, and the whole island is considered to 
be under the English crown. The colonies are New South 
Wales, Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, and Western 
Australia. The entire population exceeds 3 millions. 

New South Wales lies on the east side of Australia. 

The Blue Mountains traverse the colony from north to 
south, about 40 miles from the sea. Sheep-faiming and 
gold-digging are the principal occupations of the pec|>le. 

Sydney, on Port Jackson, is the seat of Government. 
F«ramatta» on Port Jackson, is the oldest town in 
Atsairalia. SUverton has rich silver mines. 
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VtCTOBiA, divided from New South Wales by the Murray 
Biver, includes the south-eastern extremity of the island, 
The climate is pleasant, and the soil fertile. Victoria i« 
the principal gold-producing colony of Australia ; and 
exports more wool than any other British possession. 

Melbourne, on the Yarra Yarra near its mouth at Port 
Phillip, is the capital, and the larg^t town in Oceania. 
It was founded in 1837, and now contains about 500,000 
inhabitants. Geelong* is a flourishing town, south-west 
of Melbourne. Ballarat', in the west, in one of the 
richest gold-fields, is next in size to Melbourne. 

South Australia, formerly included only a part of the 
south coast ; it now comprises the entire centre of the 
island. It is. noted for the rich copper mines of Burra 
Burra in the south. The capital is Adelaide, on the Gulf 
of St. Vincent, In the north, Palmerston, in Port 
Darwin. Horses are exported to India. 

Western Australia, or the Swan River Settlement! 
occupies the west of Australia. It is the largest of the 
Australian colonies, but it has at present the smallest 
population. Much of it is a desert, with salt marshes and 
lakes. It is the nearest settlement to India, and the only 
part of the island to which convicts are now sent. Sheep- 
farming is the chief occupation. The capital is Perth, on 
the Swan River, on the south-west coast. Albany, or 
King Qei^geh Sound, in the south, is a coasting station for 
mail steamers. Coolgardie is noted for its gold mines. 

Queensland occupying the north-east of the island, is 
the newest settlement. The chief town is Bris bane, in 
the south-east, on the Brisbane River. 

Tasmania, or Van Diemen’s Land, is an island about 
the size of Ceylon, to the south of Australia, from which > 
it is separated by Bass Strait. Itas a hilly country, with 
a temperate climate. It was long a penaP settlement, hut 
it now contains numerous colonists fromBritain. Hob'ETt 
Town, on the south-east coast, is the capital. Launceston 
(Ians -tun) is situated on the north side of the island. 

All the Colonies possess independent legislatures, eleotedi 
by the people. 


1 Used tor punishmemt. 
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New Zealand, south-east of Australia, consists of two 
islands, each about twice the size of Ceylon, separated by 
Oook Strait, with a small island in the south. Moun- 
tains traverse the islands, having peaks covered with 
perpetual snow. There are several volcanoes and numerous 
hot springs ; earthquakes sometimes occur. The climate 
is pleasant, and the soil is very fertile. The Middle 
Island contains rich gold*fields. Ferns are numerous, 
some with roots used as food, and the islands are noted 
for a valuable kind of flax. The natives, called Maories 
(mouries), are of the Malay race, but tall, active, and 
intelligent. They formerly tattooed^ their bodies, and 
were addicted to bloodshed and cannibalism ; but through 
the labours of Missionaries, civilization has spread among 
them, cannibalism has ceased, and great numbers have 
embraced Christianity. 

European settlers now form the great bulk of the popu- 
lation. Wool and gold are the chief ejuports. 

Towns. — Wellington, on O)ok Strait, is the seat of 
Government. Auckland, also on North Island, was the 
former capital. Dune'dln, on the east coast of Middle 
Island, is in the Province of Ota'gO, containing the 
gold-fields. 

MELANESIA. 

Melanesia^ includes the islands to the nortfi-east of 
Australia. It is so called from the dark-coloured races by 
which it is inhabited. 

New Goinea, or Papoa, the fourth island of the world in 
•size, is situated to the north of Australia, from which it is 
separated by Torres Strait. It lies immediately south of 
the eqj^uator, aud is more than twice the size of the Madras 
Presidency. The interior is mountainous. The island 
is noted for the beautiful bird of paradise. The western 
inhabitants are Papuans, or Oceanic negroes, in a sa]|^e 
state ; the eastern belong to the Malay family. 

The Dutch claim the west of the Island ; England has 
annexed the south-east coast, and Germany the north-east. 

There are numerous clusters of islands to the east and 


1 Marked by pricking in ooloure. Mtlm, black, » 0 foi, itlandf 
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south-east of New Guinea, as New Ireland, New 
Britain, the New Hebrides, New Caledonia, and 
the Piji (fee-jee) Islands. Many of the inhabitants are 
cannibals. Christianity has been introduced into some 
of the groups. 

MICRONESIA.^ 

Micronesia, the Begion of Little Islands, embraces a large 
number of small islands to the north-east of Melanesia. 
The Ladrone, or Marianne Islands^ and the Carolines^ two 
of the principal groups, were lately bought by Germany 
from Spain. 

POLYNESIA. 

Polynesia (Many Islands) comprises the numerous 
groups of islands, which lie in the Pacific, between 
Malaysia and Australasia on the west, and America on 
the east. The larger islands contain lofty mountains, 
some of which are volcanoes ; while other islands, reared 
by the coral insect, are low, and almost level with the 
surface of the ocean. 

Climate. — The climate is very pleasant, the heat being 
moderated by the sea. The soil is in general fertile, and 
covered with rich verdure. The bread-fruit, cocoa-nut, 
yam, sweet-potato, taro root, and plantain, are the princi- 
pal vegetable productions. Hogs, dogs, and rats, are the 
only natfVe quadrupeds. 



Tolynetian Drum, 

People.— T he inhabitants belong to the Malay race, but 
are tall and well-formed. They are in general indolent ; 
t Jfiibvr, ffiaaU, n«ioi, Islikiid. 
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in war they are coarageons, fierce, and craeL Their »oon* 
i^ie have been carried on with such barbariiy^ that eome 
islands have been almost depopulated.* Infanticide exists 
to a great extent; human sacrifices are offered to their 
hideous^ idols ; and cannibalism prevails in several 
groups. Christianity has, however, been introduced into 
some of the islands, and made great progress. 

The Sandwich Islands, near the Tropic of Cancer, about 
3,000 miles west of Mexico, are the most important of the 
Polynesian Islands. Hawaii (ha-wi'-ee), or Owhy'bee, 
the largest island, about one-fifth of the size of Ceylon, is 
remarkable for its lofty peaks. About 60 years ago the 
inhabitants were savages, without any written language. 
Now they are civilised ; schools and churches are found 
everywhere ; the Bible has been printed ; and all have em- 
braced Christianity. The capital is Honolulu, much 
frequented by shipping. The Government* at present is 
unsettled. 

The Ton'ga, or FaiBNDLT Islands, lie nearly 2,000 miles 
east of Australia. The Samo'as, or Navigator's* Islands, 
lie to the north-east of the Tonga Islands. 

The Society Islands lie nearly midway between 
Australia and South America, They are lofty and 
beautiful, and next to the Sandwich Islands i|i im^rtanoe. 
Tahiti, (ta-hee'-te) is the largest, and remarkable as the 
first place in Polynesia to which Missionaries wiere sent. 
All the inhabitants have embraced Christianity. The 
native government, a few years ago, was forcibly placed 
under Prance. The islands have now been annexed. 

The Marquesas (mar-kay'-sas), a group to the north-east 
of the Society Islands, are now subject to Prance. 

ANTAROTIGA. 

Several extensive tracts of laud have been discovered 
in the Antarctic Ocean towards the South Pole, wnich 
are supposed to form portions of a great southern con* 
tinant. South Yictobia was discovered by Sir Jajiies 
Boss iu 1841* It lies to the south of New Zealand, and 

1 Cruelty, t Deprlted of people. 8 Csly . I uilet! 
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extends nearer towards the South Pole than any other land 
yet known. Its coast rises in lofty mountains, covered ^ 
with glaciers and perpetual snow. Mount Er'ebus, m 
volcano, is 12,400 feet high. The flames sometimes rise 
2,000 feet above the crater,^ lighting up the darkness 
which reigns over this desolate region in the long nights 
of winter. 

The lands of Antarctica are destitute of human beings, 
but the shores are frequented by the arbfetross, and great 
numbers of penguins^ ; seals, walruses,^ and whales, abound 
in the neighbouring seas. 

The various countries of the earth have been described* 
Many of them present scenes of surpassing beauty, and are 
rich in everything that can minister to the wants of man. 
But it is sad to think that sin and sorrow everywhere pre* 
vail. Most of the earth’s inhabitants have risen in rebel- 
lion against the one true God, the Creator of all thixigs ; 
and instead of obeying the command to love as brethren, 
they have too often oppressed and enslaved each other. It 
is the duty of everyone to do all in his power to benefit 
those around him. Let us first seek forgiveness from our 
heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, for all our past sins, 
and ask the help of God’s Holy Spirit that hereafter we 
may always do what is right. The best way of doing good 
is by example. » Let the reader be kind to the poor and 
despised ; ipt him be upright, truthful, modest, and respect' 
ful; let him never do what his oonsoienoe condemns, to 
please even his dearest friends ; let him seek to instruct 
the ignorant and to help forward every undertaking for 
the benefit of his country, with earnest daily prayer to 
God for His Blessing. 

1 The howl-shaped hollow on the top of a volcano. 2 A kind ot bird. 

3 Larfl^e animals, sometimes called the wa-hort* 
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I. MISCELLANEOUS FACTS. 

COntinsntS, — Asia is the largest Continent; Europe is the 
smallest. Asia is the most populous Continent ; South America has 
fewest inhabitants ; Europe is the most densely peopled. In pro 
portion to its size, Euro|)e has most coast line ; Africa has the least. 
Europe is the most civilized Continent ; Africa is the least civilized. 

Oceans. — The Pacific is the largest Ocean ; the Arctic is the 
smallest. The Atlantic is the most irregularly shaped, the deepest, 
and the most frequented by shipping. 

Peninsulas. — Arabia is the largest Peninsula ; Malaya is the 
longest ; Italy is the richest. Peninsulas point to the south, except 
Jutland and Yucatan. 

Islands. — The largest Island is Australia, sometimes called a 
Continent : Greenland, Borneo, Now Guinea, Madagascar, Sumatra, 
Nippon, Great Britain, Celebes, and Java, are next in size. 

Mountains. — The Himalayas are the highest mountain-chain ; 
the Andes are the longest. Mount Everest is the loftiest peak. Coto- 
paxi is the most terrific volcano. 

Rivers. — The Amazon is the largest river, the Missouri-Missis- 
sippi is the longest. The largest waterfall is Niagara. 

Lakes. — The Caspian is the largest salt-water lake ; Superior is 
the largest fresh-water lake ; the Dead Sea is the lowest lake. 

Countries. — Tibet is thehighest country ; Holland is the lowest. 
The British Empire is the largest ; the Chinese Empire is the most 
populous.. The six principal European powers are Great Britain, 
the German Empire, Russia, France, Austria-Hungary cand Italy. 

Cities . — London is the largest city in the world, Paris is the 
second. New York is the largest city in America; Cairo is the 
largest in Africa. The population of many of the cities in Asia is 
uncertain. Melbourne is the largest city in Oceania. 

II. PRODUCTIONS OF THE EARTH. 

The principal products of each country have already been de- 
scribed. The following lists mention in which countries some of the 
most important articles are chiefly found : 

Mineeals. 

Iron.— 'This metal is found in nearly all countries. The largest 
quantity is produced is Britain. Swedish iron is noted for its 
excellence. 

Load.*— Spain, Britain, the United States. 

Tin.— England, Spain, Banca, Malaya, Australia. 
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Copper. — Spain, Chili, Russia, Australia, South Africa, Britain 
Silver. — Mexico and the countries on the Andes, Nevada, &c. # 
Cold. — Africa, Australia, America, Russia, New Zealand, Sco, 
Mercury, or Quicksilver.— Spain, Austria, Germany, 
Italy. 

Coal.— The United States, Britain, China, Belgium, and maiiy 
other countries. 

Kerosiue OIL — United States, Baku, Burma. 

Sulphur.— Italy. 

Vegetables. 

Bice. — China, South-Eastern Asia, India, the Southern United 
States, and other hot, moist countries. 

Millet. — Cultivated in many hot, dry countries. 

Maize. — The United States, Mexico, Central America, &o 
Wheat.— Cultivated in many countries, as Russia, the Unitid 
States, Britain, India, &o. 

Oats, Barley, Rye. — Cultivated chiefly in countries too 
cold for wheat. 

Yarns. — West Africa, West India Islands, &c. 

Potatoes. — European countries, the United States, &c. 
Sugar (Cane). — China, the United States, Brazil, India, West 
India Islands, Mauritius, &c. 

Sugar (Beet-root). — ^France, Belgium, Germany. 

Tea. — Cnina, J^an, India, Ceylon. 

Coffee. — Brazil, Java, Ceylon, India, Arabia, &c. 

Spices. — Malaysia, Ceylon, the West Indies, &c. 

Tobacco. — The warmer parts of America, Turkey, India, ^e 
Philippines, &c. 

Opiun. — India, Turkey, Persia, China. 

Tfie V ine — Spain, Portugal, Prance, South Germany, Italy, 
the United States, &c. 

Palms. — In tropical countries, where water is available. 
Cotton. — The United States, China, India, Brazil, Eygpt, &o. 
J Ute. — India. 

Hemp and Flax. — Russia, Prussia, Belgium, Holland, &c. 
Oil Seeds. — India, Russia, Germany. 

Indigo .—India and Central America. 

Timber. — Canada, United States, Russia, Norway and Sweden, 
Burma, (fee. 

Animal Products. 

"V^ool. —Australia, Germany, Spain, South Africa, &c. 

Silk.— China, Italy, France, India, Turkey, do. 

Hides — United States, Russia, South Amertoa, do. 
Tallow — States, Australia, South Anmrioa, Russia, i do. 
Pearls.- Ceylon, Persian Gulf, South America. ® 

0s4rl0h Peath ers — Africa and Arajbia. 





